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Fundraising 

We have been gathering background information, discussing 
and planning the way ahead.  We are now ready to make a 
major funding application.  We’ll soon start contacting local 
residents for donations and contacting local trusts.  In all these 
efforts, the purpose is to carry out Phase 1 as approved by the 
2016 AGM – to provide toilets and a shelter primarily for 
volunteers as well as a secure store for tools and equipment. 

Planning Application 

At the AGM, we set a target of December to submit the  
planning application for the Byre refurbishment.  Since then the 
architect has had to take time off work for personal reasons 
which has set back the timing of the project.   

A building consultant was approached but the cost would have 
required asking the DCS for an increased budget and we didn’t 
feel this would be a good use of members’ money.  Fortunately, 
a local resident with extensive planning experience offered to 
work with a subgroup to complete the application, with extra 
help offered by a local architect.   

We expect the Planning Application to be submitted before the 
end of the year. 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What is the CLG? 

The Community Land Group 
(CLG) was set up by as a 
subgroup of the Duddingston 
Conservation Society 
Committee, to manage the 
Community Land and the 
renovation of the byre. It 
currently comprises Carn 
Gibson, Freda O’Byrne, 
Christine Murdoch, Christine 
Bell, Kathleen White, Tristan 
Elliott, David Hamill and Nick 
Marshall.  Other people are 
brought in for their special 
skills - Iain Jackson is working 
with the Planning Application 
subgroup, Jenny Elliott is 
involved the Fundraising 
subgroup and Sandy 
Richardson is supporting the 
fundraising effort. 

Where are we with 
the byre? 

Work has been going on 
apace since the AGM and this 
Update aims to keep you 
informed of progress.  Due to 
unavoidable delays, the 
General Meeting about the 
byre, planned for December, is 
now planned for February. 

THE BYRE UPDATE 
 Prepared by the Community Land Group

Bricks and gravel laid in the old drainage channel in the 
Byre floor to make it safer underfoot
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Event Reports 

There have been several events during the year which have a 
direct bearing on the Byre.  Two weddings were held in June 
and July, involving local families.  This involved work by CLG 
members and others in the community, and were judged as 
great successes by the people concerned and, as importantly, 
caused no noise, intrusion or parking problems to local 
residents.   

Volunteers
We had two visits from the Dirty Weekenders -  a volunteer 
group of students from Edinburgh University.  Coming in a 
group of 20-30, they do a lot of work in the field as well as the 
community land and the byre, and they clearly enjoy the work, 
the socialising and the lunch provided.  Thanks should go to all 
of the volunteers who brought and helped organise food and 
refreshments at these events and on other work days.  A 
refurbished byre would have been great to provide a shelter 
from the rain on several of the work days and toilets are always 
in need.  

Council Meeting
We were asked by the Council to host one of their 
Neighbourhood Partnership meetings and this turned into a 
fun event, despite being on a Tuesday evening, with about 50 
people enjoying snacks, drinks and chat with councillors and 
our new MP.  Councillors, in particular, were impressed at the 
work that’s gone into the community land and looked forward 
to a time when we have our own toilets in the byre rather than 
having to ask the pub. 

Village Party
The annual Duddingston Party was on Saturday 24th 
September.  As usual there was a barbecue with burgers and 
sausages from Findlays of Portobello, fun outdoor games for 
kids and grownups and an entertaining quiz by Tim Chalk.  A 
good time was had by all. 

Bookings
The first booking has already been made for next year (from 
another local family). We think this is an important use of the 
community land, although one that needs to be carefully 
managed in terms of numbers of weddings (2-4 per year) and 
size, to avoid disturbance to neighbours and parking problems.  
These events will be more pleasant when the Byre has toilets.  
A new neighbour reference group has been set up, so that 
immediate neighbours of the Community Land are consulted 
about events.
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Byre Notices 

Midwinter Party for all members, 
residents and volunteers, with 
mulled wine in the byre on 
Sunday 8th Jan, 5-7pm. 

A small group is interested in 
running film nights in the byre, 
once it gets a bit warmer.  
Anyone interested should contact 
Tristan on: 
tristan.w.elliott@gmail.com 

Don’t Forget  

Jan 7th  
Willow Lantern 
Workshop 
10-1pm & 2-5 
pm Millar Hall, 

Duddingston Kirk.  
£8 - includes materials. Place 
reserved on payment. 
Email: 
duddingstonlanterns@gmail.com 
or phone: 07757 174 240 

Jan 8th (5-7pm) – mid-winter 
party with mulled wine in the 
byre 

Sun on cobbled floor of the Byre
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