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Duddingston Conservation Society 
 

Reference and Administrative information 
For the Year Ended 30 November 2015 
 
 
Registered Address: 

74 Duddingston Road West 
Edinburgh 
EH15 3PT 
 
Constitution & charity reference: 

The Society is constituted as a Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation (SCIO) – ref SC 016606. 
 

Board of trustees: 

The following served on the Board as trustees of the charity during the financial year:  

Members at the year-end: 

Malcolm Windsor (Chair) 
Freda O’Byrne  (Secretary & Chair of Community Land Group) 
Bryony Reid  (Treasurer – till November 2015) 
Alasdair Gill  (Treasurer – from December 2015) 
Nick Marshall 
Tim Chalk 
Christine Murdoch  
Jamie Lemon  (appointed 21/5/15) 
Martin Goldie  (appointed 21/5/15) 
Keir Bloomer  (appointed 21/5/15)  
Jim Jack   (ex officio) 
 
Members who resigned during the year: 

Mary Moultrie  (former Secretary, resigned 21/5/15)) 
Alex Howarth               (resigned 21/5/15) 

 
 

Independent examiner:  

John G. Norman, C.A. 
 

Accountants:  

John G. Norman Ltd 
The Courtyard 
38 Coatfield Lane 
Edinburgh 
EH6 6BE 
 

Bankers:  

The Co-operative Bank    Virgin Money 
PO Box 250     Jubilee House 
Skelmersdale     Gosforth 
WN8 6WT     Newcastle upon Tyne 
      NE3 4PL    
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Duddingston Conservation Society 
 

Report of the Board of Trustees 

For The Year Ended 30 November 2015 
 
The Board of trustees are pleased to present their report and the financial statements for the year ended 
30 November 2015. 
 

Structure, Governance and Management 

Duddingston Conservation Society (“the Society”) is constituted as a Scottish Charitable Incorporated 
Organisation (SCIO), which was registered by OSCR on 18 October 2012 and is governed by a 
constitution effective from that date.  The SCIO is the successor to an unincorporated association of the 
same name originally founded in 1959 and the assets, liabilities and undertakings of that former 
association were formally transferred to the SCIO at 30 November 2012.  The Society was formerly 
known as Duddingston Village Conservation Society and changed its name to Duddingston Conservation 
Society with effect from 1 September 2015. 
 
The Society is a membership organisation, with membership open to any individual aged 16 or over who 
is ordinarily resident in the Duddingston Village Conservation Area.  Persons not living in the prescribed 
area, who subscribe to the aims of the Society, may also be admitted to membership at the discretion of 
the Board.  The affairs of the Society are managed by the Board of trustees, who are elected annually at 
the AGM.  The Board may also, at any time, appoint any member to serve on the Board of trustees.  Such 
appointed members and one third of elected members retire from office at each AGM and are eligible for 
re-election.  Office bearers are also elected at the AGM.   
 
The names of those who served as trustees during the year and other reference and administrative 
information is shown on page 2. 
 
  

Charitable Purposes and Activities 

The purposes of the Society, as set out in its constitution, are as follows: 
 

 the advancement of the arts, heritage and culture of Duddingston Conservation area; 
 

 the advancement of environmental protection and improvement of Duddingston Conservation area; 
 

 the advancement of community development within the Duddingston Conservation Area. 

In furtherance of these Purposes the Society may undertake the following activities:  
 

 stimulating public interest in and care for the beauty, history, character and amenity of Duddingston 
Conservation Area and its surroundings; 

 

 promoting access to and understanding of the environment,  both natural and man-made, of 
Duddingston Conservation Area and its surroundings; 

 

 encouraging the preservation, development and improvement of features of general public amenity 
or historic interest; 

 

 encouraging high standards of architecture and planning in Duddingston Conservation Area, with a 
view to preserving the architectural attractions, gardens, and residential character of the 
neighbourhood; 

 

 promoting the ‘garden character’ of Duddingston Village and fostering the appreciation and 
development of that environment; 

 

 liaising with relevant local authorities and other bodies who may have an interest in the area and by 
whom or with whose assistance or interest the objectives of this Society may be furthered; 

 

 and generally acting in all matters affecting the area, impinging on its surroundings and the interests 
of the residents in the area. 
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Duddingston Conservation Society 

Report of the Board of Trustees (continued) 
 
 
Society Activities & Achievements 

The Community Land continues to benefit the community, with two very successful open days (one in 
conjunction with Open Doors Day) and a community fete. The vegetable garden's monthly work days 
regularly attract over a dozen volunteers from the local area and beyond, and a great deal of vegetables 
are provided to volunteers and local residents. Work has progressed on the byre - tidying it up, making 
the walls safe and working up options for its refurbishment with an architect. 
  
The society continues to be vigilant about planning proposals, and this year objected to one application at 
2 Abercorn Cottages, which was subsequently given partial approval. As a result of recent 
questionable decisions by the CEC Planning Department, the committee has arranged meetings with the 
planning departmentt as well as Historic Environment Scotland, a key consultee. We are also developing 
a planning policy paper to help guide the DCS and inform potential applicants about the DCS view on 
various types of development. 
  
The Paddock newsletter is produced twice a year and distributed to all residents of the Conservation 
Area. The website has undergone a complete revamp and is now up to date and easier to use, and 
members are kept informed of developments and events through frequent emailings. 
  
 
Financial Review  

We report on the accounts for the year ended 30 November 2015 set out on pages 7 to 9.  
 
At the year-end, the sum of £31,555 was held in the Society’s general fund.  In addition, the sum of 
£24,308 was held in the Community Land fund, taking the Society’s total cash balance to £55,863.   
 
Over the year there has been a modest fall of £123 in general Society funds.  Whilst the General Fund 
value increased over the year by £651, assets in the Community Land fund fell by £774, due to 
extraordinary items of expenditure outlined below. 
 
The money raised for the Community Land is held in a separate bank account to the general Society 
funds, with all income and expenditure on the Land since the date of the purchase being put through the 
Community Land account.  Over the year there was much activity in the Land Fund, with regular 
donations being received (including Gift Aid reclaimed from previous years), and monies raised through 
produce sales and events.  This year, however, expenditure on commissioning an architectural study on 
the potential uses of the byre left the Land fund below the level at the start of the year.  Despite this work 
having taken place, at the year end the Community Land account still had a healthy balance of £25,308, 
which should provide a strong basis for the Community Land Group to continue with the maintenance and 
development of the Community Land, including the Byre. 
 
General income for the Society continues to be generated from donations, bank interest and the annual 
fête.  This year income was sufficient to cover the main administrative expenditure costs as well as the 
production of the two editions of the Paddock Newsletter, which were issued in Spring and Autumn 2015.  
 
Administrative costs continue to be minimal since office bearers work on a voluntary basis.  
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Duddingston Conservation Society 
 

Report of the Board of Trustees (continued) 
 
Financial Review (continued) 
 
Reserves Policy 

Our current strategy is to maintain £20,000 on deposit as a contingency reserve for unforeseen 
expenditure (such as legal fees in the event of a dispute or for an unforeseen emergency).  This leaves 
approximately £10,000 of working capital, which is considered a sensible amount to hold in the current 
account for normal running costs.  The hope is to increase the reserve over the years.  Following 
purchase of the land, the Community Land fund continues to be restricted for ongoing maintenance and 
development of the Community Land and the Byre and income generated from use of the land is being 
added to the Land fund. 
 
 
Signed on behalf of the Board of Trustees 
 
 
 
 
Malcolm Windsor 
 
Chair 
 
Duddingston Conservation Society    Date: 8 May 2016 
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Report of the Independent Examiner 
To the Board of Trustees of Duddingston Conservation Society 

 
I report on the accounts of the Duddingston Conservation Society for the year ended 30 November 2015, 
which are set out on pages 7 to 9. 
 
Respective responsibilities of Board of trustees and Examiner 

The charity’s Board of Trustees is responsible for the preparation of the accounts in accordance with the 
terms of the Charities and Trustee Investment (Scotland) Act 2005 and the Charities Accounts (Scotland) 
Regulations 2006 (the Regulations).  The Board of Trustees consider that the audit requirement of 
Regulation 10(1) (d) of the Regulations does not apply.  It is my responsibility to examine the accounts as 
required under section 44(1) (c) of the Act and to state whether particular matters have come to my 
attention. 
 
Basis of independent examiner’s statement 

My examination is carried out in accordance with Regulation 11 of the Charities Accounts (Scotland) 
Regulations 2006.  An examination includes a review of the accounting records kept by the charity and a 
comparison of the accounts presented with those records.  It also includes consideration of any unusual 
items or disclosures in the accounts, and seeks explanations from the Board of Trustees concerning any 
such matters.  The procedures undertaken do not provide all the evidence that would be required in an 
audit, and consequently I do not express an audit opinion on the view given by the accounts. 
 
Independent Examiner’s statement 

In the course of my examination, no matter has come to my attention  
 
1. which gives me reasonable cause to believe that in any material respect the requirements: 
 

 to keep accounting records in accordance with Section 44(1) (a) of the 2005 Act and Regulation 4 
of the 2006 Accounts Regulations, and 

 

 to prepare accounts which accord with the accounting records and comply with Regulation 9 of 
the 2006 Accounts Regulations 

 
have not been met, or 
 

2. to which, in my opinion, attention should be drawn in order to enable a proper understanding of the 
accounts to be reached. 

 

 

 
 

John G. Norman CA     Date: 10/5/16 
John G. Noman Ltd. 
Chartered Accountants 
38 Coatfield Lane 
Leith 
Edinburgh EH6 6BE 
 



Duddingston Conservation Society

Receipts and Payments Account for the year ended 30 November 2015

Restricted Unrestricted Total Total

 Community Funds Funds Funds

Land 2015 2014

Receipts:                                                           Note £ £ £ £

Donations for Community Land purchase  -  -  - 8,050 

Other donations 483 1,026 1,509 2,347 

HMRC - Gift Aid 1,948 343 2,291 14,237 

Income from events 485 137 622 1,475 

Sales of produce 1,014  - 1,014 966 

Bank interest 35 219 254 418 

Total Receipts in year 3,965 1,725 5,690 27,493 

Payments:

Payments for charitable activities:

  Purchase of Community Land 4  -  -  - 50,000 

  Cost of events 135 53 188 1,193 

  Community Land  expenditure 1,909  - 1,909 2,073 

  Byre  expenditure - architect's fees 2,663  - 2,663  - 

  Byre  expenditure - other 32 32 288 

  Contribution to cost of gardener  -  -  - 1,429 

  Dues and subscriptions  -  -  - 75 

  Paddock Newsletter costs  - 223 223 65 

Total payments for charitable activities 4,739 276 5,015 55,123 

Governance costs:

  Accountancy / independent examiner's fee  - 540 540 600 

  Legal fees  -  -  - 3,074 

  AGM costs  - 257 257 184 

Total governance costs  - 797 797 3,858 

Total Payments in year 4,739 1,073 5,812 58,981 

Net (payments) / receipts in year (774) 652 (122) (31,488)
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Duddingston Conservation Society

Statement of Balances as at 30 November 2015

Restricted Unrestricted Total Total

Community Funds Funds Funds

Land 2015 2014

Cash at bank and in hand: £ £ £ £

Opening balance 25,082 30,903 55,985 87,473 

Net (payments) / receipts in year (774) 652 (122) (31,488)

Closing balance 24,308 31,555 55,863 55,985 

Funds:

Restricted funds:

Community Land fund 24,308  - 24,308 25,082 

Unrestricted funds:

General fund  - 31,555 31,555 30,903 

Total funds 24,308 31,555 55,863 55,985 

Other Assets:

Community Land at cost 50,000  - 50,000 50,000 

Gift aid due (estimated) 121 256 377 2,291 

Rent & insurance paid in advance 422  - 422  - 

Further assets are listed in note 5.

Liabilities:

Accountancy / Independent examiner’s fee  - 510 510 540 

The accounts on pages 7 to 9 were approved by the Trustees on 

and are signed on their behalf by:

Malcolm Windsor Alasdair Gill

Chair Treasurer

Date:  8 May 2016
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Duddingston Conservation Society

Notes to the Accounts

For the Year Ended 30 November 2015

1. Basis of accounting

2. Nature and purpose of funds

3. Trustees' remuneration and expenses

No remuneration was paid to trustees during the year and no expenses were reimbursed to them.

4. Community Land

5. Other Assets

In addition to the funds shown on the Statement of Balances and the Community Land, the Society owns
the following assets:

Collection of books on Duddingston Village for reference;

 

Bronze painted cast of Prince Charles Edward Stuart’s plaster death mask, which is on indefinite loan to

the Scottish Portrait Gallery;

A collection of paintings of Duddingston Village and its surroundings collected by former President April

Johnson Marshall and donated to the Society, by her wish, by the Johnson Marshall family.

The Community land, known as Bella Vista, the Causeway, Duddingston Village, which was formerly

leased from The National Trust for Scotland, was purchased by the Society in the previous year at an

agreed price of £50,000 .

The accounts have been prepared on a receipts and payments basis in accordance with the Charities &

Trustee Investment (Scotland) Act 2005 and the Charities Accounts (Scotland) Regulations 2006 (as

amended).

Unrestricted funds can be used in furtherance of any of the charitable objects at the discretion of the

trustees. A single unrestricted fund is maintained for the day to day operations of the Society. Prior to

the purchase of the Land, this fund was used for general income and expenditure relating to the

Community Land.

Restricted funds can only be used for particular restricted purposes within the objects of the charity.

Restrictions arise when specified by the donor or when funds are raised for particular restricted purposes.  

The Community Land restricted fund is for the purchase and maintenance of the Community Land, which

was purchased in the previous year. Donations and other income generated from the Land are added to

the fund and all expenditure on the Land is charged to this fund.
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