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IMPORTANT DATE FOR YOUR DIARY 
Duddingston Conservation Society Annual General Meeting, The Marquee,  

8 pm on Tuesday 30 May: see also page 8.

 The Paddock 28 
 Spring 2017 

From the Chairman 
As we enjoy the longer days, the opportunity 
increases for residents of the Conservation Area 
to get out and participate in activities.  There 
are many reasons to visit and ways to use the 
Community Land, where the pop-up cinema 
has already been active in April.  

We are also co-operating with New Caledonian 
Woodlands (see page 7) to provide volunteers 
for their valuable work in cleaning up and 
managing Duddingston Woods.  

Given what has happened in Portobello where 
recreational land has been built on, we need to 
be vigilant and active to protect the playing 
fields from the pressures to develop them.  To 
that end, if we can show that we have actively 
helped in maintaining these areas it will be a 
plus factor.  

Duddingston is also a very special place for 
wildlife, and you will find a full page that 
features local events and opportunities inside.  
And our very first Lantern Festival is celebrated 
by our centrefold (pages 4-5). 

As you may know, the Society changed its name 
to emphasise our wider focus on the whole 
Duddingston Conservation Area, rather than 
only on the village as before.  We did this 
to encourage and welcome more participation 
from the residents of Cavalry Park Drive and 
Duddingston House and Courtyard, and to 
diversify our skill set.  

So this is a special welcome to those 
residents to participate in any activities that 
they might enjoy.  One excellent way to learn 
more about your Society is to come along to 
the AGM on 30 May (details opposite).  I do 
hope to see you there. 

 Malcolm Windsor, Chairman, DCS
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DCS Annual General Meeting
Tuesday May 30 2017, 8 pm in the Marquee: for 
directions, see page 8 

Please join us for the AGM, and afterwards for a 
sociable glass of wine.  There are currently no 
vacancies on the Board but elections will be held 
as usual.  For any queries about the AGM, the 
procedure for nominations or DCS membership, 
please contact the Secretary by email: 
secretary@duddingston.org.uk. 

The accounts and minutes of the last AGM will be 
sent by email to members, and can be made 
available as hard copy on request.

The newsletter of Duddingston Conservation Society

when sold
£ 1
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By this time we had hoped that 
the planning application for the 
Byre renovation would have been 
submitted and permission 
granted so that fundraising for the 
work could have started in 
earnest.  Unfortunately the 
application was unavoidably 
delayed.  Shortly after the 
meeting in the Millar Hall last year, 
the architect contacted us to say 
she could not continue with the 
project due to ill-health.  

This was particularly frustrating as 
most of the hard work – 
developing the design, organising 
reports from structural engineers 
and quantity surveyors and 
making preliminary enquiries to 
the council planning department 
– had already been done.  In order 
to maintain the timetable, we 
approached a local company with 
planning experience to tie up the 
loose ends and submit the 
proposal.  Unfortunately this 
company quoted nearly as much 
as the original estimate for the 
entire planning permission 
process, just to finish off the 
application.  

Rather than requesting additional 
funds from DCS, we recruited as 
volunteers several local people 
with the relevant skills and 

expertise to progress the 
application.  During this time we 
contacted the architect to seek 
design files and notes to help to 
complete the drawing set, fill in 
forms and write the planning 
statement to support the 
application.  She happily sent the 
files and also indicated that, if we 
could wait a few more weeks, she 
could be well enough to help us 
complete the application.  With 
more meetings and support from 
the local volunteers, she 
submitted the planning 
application at the end of March.   

Despite these delays, the cost of 
developing the design and 
lodging the application, including 
the architects’ and other 
professional fees are under the 
budget agreed with the DCS last 
year.  Details of the application 
can be seen on the Edinburgh 
council planning portal: https://
citydev-portal.edinburgh.gov.uk 
Application no. 17/01293/FUL. 

Carn Gibson was writing on 
behalf of the Community Land 
Group, whose members also 
include Christine Bell, Tristan 
Elliott, David Hamill, Nick Marshall, 
Christine Murdoch, Freda O’Byrne 
and Kathleen White.

Proposed elevation, looking east from the Pend

From the DCS Board

The DCS Board of Trustees has been 
busy over the last year.  We have 
sought a meeting with Holyrood 
High School to discuss various 
matters including litter.  We had a 
very useful meeting with 13 staff 
from the Planning Department, and 
hope for a better relationship.   

We welcomed the new 20 mph speed 
limit throughout Holyrood Park.  
Fortunately, no planning proposals 
required objections, but we remain 
vigilant in the face of increasing 
pressure for development across 
Edinburgh.  We responded to 
consultation over the Open Spaces 
Strategy, stressing the importance of 
the open spaces in the Conservation 
Area to the character of the place. 

The Board of Trustees is at full 
strength, with ten members 
including Malcolm Windsor (Chair), 
Alasdair Gill (Treasurer) and Nick 
Marshall (Secretary).  The other 
Trustees are Keir Bloomer, Tim Chalk, 
Martin Goldie, Willie Hogg, Jamie 
Lemon, Christine Murdoch and Freda 
O’Byrne.  Much of the Board's work is 
carried out by the Planning, News-
letter and Community Land 
subgroups. 

We are very grateful to Sheila 
Fletcher who has retired as 
Membership Secretary after years of 
sterling work, and to Christine Bell 
who has taken over from her. 

Membership currently stands at 76. 
We have set up a new category 
"Friends of the DCS" for those who 
are interested in the Conservation 
Area but are not eligible to be 
members. 

If you want to know more about DCS 
membership, please contact the 
Secretary: 
secretary@duddingston.org.uk. 

The Society needs a signed form 
from every member, not just one per 
household. 

Update on the Byre

mailto:secretary@duddingston.org.uk
https://citydev-portal.edinburgh.gov.uk
mailto:secretary@duddingston.org.uk
https://citydev-portal.edinburgh.gov.uk
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Iceland (12.1.17) 
Roger Crofts described his advisory work in Iceland 
over the last 25 years.  Iceland is one of nature’s most 
dynamic countries as new land is formed.  The 
driving forces are spectacular, but they bring 
consequences – from lava flows and volcanic ash to 
huge floods caused by the melting of the ice cover.  

Icelanders have learned to live with this for over 1200 
years, ever since the island was settled.  Their culture 
flowered with oral history, later recorded as sagas, 
and a strong educational tradition that helped them 
to withstand whatever nature threw at them.   

Sea fishing flourished and became the mainstay of 
the economy.   Recently it was overtaken by alumin-
ium smelting, and now tourism.  These changes have 
brought many conflicts between nature and 
development. 

World War 1 espionage (9.2.17) 
Janet Morgan re-told the extraordinary story of her 
2004 book Secrets of Rue St Roch.  This was where 
Captain George Bruce (of British Military Intelligence)  
recruited agents to spy behind enemy lines.  An 
unlikely heroine, Luxembourg housewife Lise 
Rischard worked with an intrepid Belgian soldier 
known as Baschwitz who had floated over enemy 
lines in a hydrogen balloon.   

Janet explained how their detailed observations of 
German trains and troop uniforms provided vital 
intelligence about troop and weapon movements 
near the Western Front.  The information was hidden 
in an elaborate plain-text code published in a 
newspaper column. 

Against orders, George Bruce later failed to destroy 
key documents from this century-old operation.  

Janet was able to decode the 
documents and unravel the 
complicated story. 

Janet’s husband Robert Balfour 
was among those in the 
audience.  Clearly they had both 
spent many years researching 
the book.  For more, read Janet’s 
book – obtainable online: ISBN 
0-713-99765-6. 

Making time in the sun (8.3.17) 
Local artist Tim Chalk explored his work as a maker 
of sundials and “sun sculptures”.   Starting with a 
description of a sculpture being gradually trans-
formed by the progression of the sun over the course 
of a day, Tim explained how his interest in sundials 
had emerged from his work as a sculptor.  

After introducing the science of sun dialling, he 
showed how he has used the rich variety of sundial 
types and styles to make sculptural sundials in many 
shapes, sizes and designs. The talk was illustrated by 
photos of his work, including domestic garden 
sundials, portable indoor sundials and large-scale 
public sculptures incorporating various sundials.  

Having started in a garden watching a sculpture in 
the sun, Tim ended up on the side of a mountain, 
describing a set of sculptures, including a sundial 
which tracks the months and seasons, in the Ben 
Lawers National Nature Reserve: for more, visit  
www. chalkworks.com. 

Dr Neils Garden Trust: the 2017 lecture series

A 90-metre lagoon filled with debris from the 2010 
eruption (vehicles for scale) © Roger Crofts

© Tim Chalk
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Summary 
Duddingston’s first lantern 
festival was held on 4 February, 
organised by Hilary Matthews, 
Cecily Kate Borthwick Jett and 
Saskia Gavin.  The weather was 
perfect and the turnout superb.   

It followed on from lantern- 
making workshops in the Millar 
Hall in January, and at Parsons 
Green Primary School.   

Cecily Kate designed and led the 
creation of two much larger 
lanterns, with help from Marek 
Waniewski and Tim Chalk. These 
were a giant kelpie and a 
seahorse, which were joined in 
the parade by shoals of fish and 
jellyfish from the school, and 
various other sea creatures from 
the workshops. 

The ‘skeleton’ of each lantern was 
made from willow, bent to shape. 
The ‘skin’ was formed by layering 
wet-strength tissue paper and 
PVA glue.  The lanterns were lit 
from within by strings of battery-
powered LED lights. 

The origins 
“It started in the summer in the 
Community Field, wondering 
what to do with the willow that 
was growing so well.  It grew into 
the Lantern Festival.  Planning 
began in October and the 
seahorse was created for Bonfire 
Night.  We ran workshops in the 
village, and throughout January 
with the children at Parsons 
Green Primary School. 

On the morning of the Festival, 
we were still papering the 
kelpie’s head.  It was a tight 
squeeze getting him out of the 
Millar Hall and then the  kelpie 
breathed new life.  His sheer size 
caught the breeze as he was 
lifted into the air, ready to bolt. 
With bamboo poles swiftly 
attached, we navigated our way 
through the village before the 
crowds arrived. 

As we escorted him up the field 
at dusk to get into position, the 
horses in the next field galloped 
around, recognising one of their 
own – the ultimate compliment. 

The kelpie’s voyage down the 
field, the arrival on the tennis 
court to incredulous gasps, the 
joy and excitement as he 
mingled with all the other sea 
creatures and then the slightly 
chaotic journey to the Kirk – it 
was all a feast for the eyes.  The 
weather was perfect.  The kelpie 
whizzing down the zipline built 
by Carn Gibson was a high spot, 
swiftly followed by his burning 
on the pyre.” 

Hilary Matthews

Duddingston Lantern Festival

The Festival is to run 

again in February 2018 

and it needs volunteers:  

makers, planners, finders, 

photographers, website 

makers, workshop 

helpers, soup makers, 

musicians, encouragers.   

If interested, please email 

duddingstonlanterns@ 

gmail.com.

The lanterns gather on the tennis court (© Chris Cameron)
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The parade 

“I was deeply touched to 
witness all the kids experiencing 
how their lanterns came to life – 
in particular that lightning-bolt 
moment when the kelpie 
emerged from behind the wall.   

It was extraordinary to see how 
they suspended their disbelief 
and gasped at the wonder of 
this huge, illuminated creature 
floating towards them.  

There was a sense of the 
children viscerally co-creating 
this awe-inspiring spectacle: 
from the basic act of cutting the 
willow to building their own 
lanterns … and as the sunlight 
waned, a clear  cobalt-blue sky 
became a miraculous ocean 
backdrop in which their 
illuminated sea creatures 
floated.  

It was as if we were all setting 
sail together into the twilight 
realms of Scottish folklore.  The 
kelpie was real and we were 
willing to be enchanted and 
follow it to the water’s edge!  

At first I struggled with the 
prospect of burning these two 
beautiful big lanterns that we’d 
been crafting for months.  But 
as I witnessed the kelpie rear-
ing up on the pyre, engulfed 
by flames, spirit soaring in a 
flurry of embers, I knew it was 
the perfect way to seal this 
vision and clear the way for 
next year’s Lantern Festival.” 

Cecily Kate Borthwick Jett

Find out more from 

duddingstonlanterns.

wordpress.com – the 

website from which 

this centrefold has 

drawn freely.

The Kelpie descends from the old tennis court (above) to the Pend (below);  
both images © Chris Cameron

http://duddingstonlanterns.wordpress.com
http://duddingstonlanterns.wordpress.com
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The vegetable garden 
January 2017 (with the Dirty Weekenders group): 
new row of wire fixed to wall to support fruit trees.  
Garden shed cleaned.  Crocosmia removed.  Herb 
bed pruned.  Brassica bed prepared and lime applied.  
Brick borders around veg beds repaired. 

February 2017 seed potatoes purchased at Potato 
Day.  Potato patch dug over and compost applied.  

Volunteer worked hours since Sep 2016: 710.  There 
is still a lot to be done in preparation for planting, 
and more volunteers needed.  No shelter, so work 
had to be abandoned on several occasions due to 
inclement weather.  We have no toilets: this is an 
ongoing problem when we get a lot of volunteers. 
Some stay for only half a day for this reason.  If you 
would like to be involved, email Kathleen White 
kwhite005@yahoo.co.uk. 

The Field group 
The Field has had many wildlife sightings, including a 
hedgehog and a badger.  It is being discovered by 
increasing numbers of people, who nearly all respect 
the special nature of the place.  The basic infra-
structure is sound: the paths are kept mown and 
slippery bits have been bridged, the woodland is 
growing apace and the meadow is changing from a 
grassy field into a herb-rich flower meadow.  The 
orchard now has over 100 trees producing lots of 
varieties of apple, and the hedges and hedgerows 
are defining the boundaries and providing habitat. 

Increasing numbers of groups are visiting and 
working in the Field.  The Dirty Weekenders student 
group helped with the construction and moving of 
our massive table; New Caledonian Woodlands, 
including a midweek mental health group, planted 
dozens of woodland trees and harvested the willow; 
Parsons Green pupils put up lots of bird boxes; and 
two children’s nurseries visit regularly.  The big table 
is already proving to be an attraction and will be 
used for meals for volunteers. 

Myra Wright (1930-2017) 
When Myra left school, she started working in a 
biscuit factory on Causewayside, later working for 
Walls at Niddrie Mains Road in the late 1950s.  Myra 
then joined Edinburgh Corporation Transport as a 
conductress in 1962.  Ten years later she became one 
of the first female bus drivers in Edinburgh.  

Myra really  loved working on the buses.  But just 
before she retired in 1990, a coach drove through a 
red light at Duddingston Crossroads straight into 
Myra’s Volvo.  The police said that it was only the 
solidity of the Volvo that saved her life.  Sadly, Myra 
lost her confidence and never drove again. 

After leaving Craigmillar, Myra found a flat for her 
and husband Alex to rent in Duddingston Village and 
a new chapter opened for them that lasted for 25 
happy years.  It didn't take her long to make new 
friends.  She soon had the door keys of anyone with a 
dog or cat, and cared for them at holiday times. 

Myra got involved with the church at Duddingston. 
She was a regular attender and also one of our 
guides, so she would often welcome visitors and 
show them around.  In 1983 Myra trained to become 
a Blue Badge Tour Guide.  She just loved the history 
of Edinburgh, especially that of Duddingston Village. 

Myra kept very fit and well into her late 70s.  She 
would think nothing of walking into town through 
the Queen’s Park, then walking home again, usually 
after buying a new lamp or kettle.  Myra was always 
buying lamps and kettles. 

After Alex died, Myra was never the same.  After her 
stroke she went into local nursing homes.  Myra 
settled and enjoyed the company, ending up where 
her younger days had been spent, in Craigmillar.  

Myra was a unique, warm and friendly lady who had 
a kind word for everyone – a woman of faith, a hard 
worker, and a woman with the gift of empathy. 

Rev Dr Jim Jack 
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Bioblitz is back
On Saturday 17th June, experts 
will be on hand to identify and 
record all the different species 
found on the day, from frogs to 
grasses.  It takes place on the 
Community Land, the Field, and 
the Kirk Glebe.  Last year about 
300 species were recorded, 
several new to the area.   

There will be events for children 
and guided walks on Bawsinch, 
the Royal Park, the Field and 
Meadowfield Woods.  The low 
road will be closed all day.   

Stewards, cakes and plants will 
be needed: please contact 
bioblitz@duddingston.org.uk. 

Butterfly survey

Last year, our first butterfly 
survey took place in the Field, 
organised by Hilary Matthews.  
Although 2016 was generally a 
very poor year for butterflies, 
among the species identified 
were the Small copper (above) 
and the Ringlet (below).  

If you would like to help this 
year (May to September), please 
email as soon as possible: 
hilarymatthews52@gmail.com 

Duddingston Woods
We had been invited by Donald 
McPhillimy of New Caledonian 
Woodlands to provide volunteers 
to help them in managing the 
woods which surround the 
Duddingston playing fields.  
Some were planted in the year 
2000 to celebrate the millennium 
and are now overgrown, grubby 
and untouched – a bit like me at 
17 years. The main work was 
pruning, trimming trees and 
undergrowth, and litter picking.  

On 25 March there were a dozen 
volunteers including Richard 
Inglis, Tony Cavar, Martin Goldie, 
Willie Hogg, Jamie Lemon, his 
partner Suzan, their son Jake, and 
me.  In truth, Jake didn't do any 
pruning or felling at all, and slept 
soundly through most of the 
work period.  But we excused him 
because he is only one year old.  
It was a lovely sunny day, and 
everyone enjoyed it.  

Donald told us about some of the 
magnificent tall trees still 
standing, more than 200 years 
old, amongst them a massive 
sweet chestnut and some 
beeches planted in the 1760s as 
part of the pleasure gardens of 
Duddingston House.  For dates of 
future events, visit the NCW site 
http://bit.ly/NCW-dates. 

Malcolm Windsor 

Otters on the loch
In early April, Jamie Lemon and 
Suzan Sanver reported a thrilling 
sighting of a family of three otters 
on Duddingston Loch.  

Scottish Wildlife Trust 
Have you considered joining the 
Scottish Wildlife Trust?  It will be 
very active in Duddingston on 
Bioblitz day.  SWT members can 
enjoy private access to Bawsinch 
Nature Reserve year-round, 
including use of the hide over-
looking the only natural fresh-
water loch in the city.   

Membership costs from £18 per 
year (concession) and you can 
obtain your own set of keys for 
just £15 deposit.  Visit 
www.scottishwildlifetrust.org.uk 

Duddingston’s hens
Kathleen White writes: “Currently 
we have nine hens, producing an 
average of four eggs a day, and 
they appear to be happy and 
healthy.  Last year ended badly 
with a Bird Flu pandemic.  The 
Scottish Government directed that 
all poultry be kept indoors, a 
restriction that lasted for 12 weeks.     

Richard Inglis came to the rescue 
with a wire mesh door to provide 
them with daylight.  They are now 
allowed outdoors, but food and 
water has to stay under cover, in 
case it attracts migrating birds that 
may be infected.  So, no food 
treats until restrictions are lifted.“ 

Butterfly photos © Lynne Kirton 
Below: Martin Goldie and Malcolm 
Windsor in Duddingston Woods

Wild Duddingston: Bioblitz, butterflies and Bawsinch

mailto:bioblitz@duddingston.org.uk
mailto:hilarymatthews52@gmail.com
mailto:bioblitz@duddingston.org.uk
mailto:hilarymatthews52@gmail.com
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The Paddock is published by Duddingston Conservation Society (SCIO 16606).  
www.duddingston.org.uk 

Editor: Jacquetta Megarry.  Please email paddock@rucsacs.com with any comments on this issue. 
Contributors: Tim Chalk, Roger Crofts, Carn Gibson, Jim Jack, Kate Borthwick Jett, Nick Marshall, Hilary Matthews, 

Susan Mercer, Kathleen White, Malcolm Windsor; photos, except where otherwise credited, © Freda O'Byrne 

Contact DCS: secretary@duddingston.org.uk

Regular events 
The Sheep Heid hosts a weekly 
quiz night on Wednesdays from 9 
pm; all welcome. 

At the Kirk, in addition to the 
Sunday services at 10 am and 
11.30 am, there is a weekly silent 
service (meditation) on Wednes-
days from 10-10.30 am. 

Monthly work parties 
All are welcome to turn up and 
help on the community land.  
The veggie garden group meets 
last Sunday each month, the 
Field group on second Saturday 
each month.  All start at 10 am, 
and lunch al fresco is available. 

Veggie garden dates (Sundays) 

30 April  
28 May  
25 June  
30 July  
27 Aug  
24 Sept  
Field dates (Saturdays) 

13 May  
10 June  
8 July  
12 August  
9 Sept  
14 Oct 

Other events & dates 
Tuesday 30 May: the Society’s 
AGM takes place at 8 pm in the 
Marquee: from the Causeway, go 
up the Pend opposite the Sheep 
Heid and turn right past the Byre.  

Saturday 17 June: Bioblitz, see 
page 7. 

Sheep Heid 
Live music event on pm of 
Sunday 23 July.  For an update, 
visit the pub’s Facebook page: 
@thesheepheid. 

Dr Neils Garden 
27 May- 4 June: Weaving a yarn, 
an exhibition of work for sale by 
Meadows Tapestry Weavers. 
Thomson’s Tower 10 am – 4 pm, 
except Sundays 1 pm – 4 pm 

30 July – 13 August   Theatre 
Alba  Children’s play in Dr Neils 
Garden 

13 – 20 August    Born within 
the elements Exhibition in 
Thomson’s Tower of Jewellery 
and Textile Art by Petra Bunger 
and Rosemary Hill 

5 September Garden Quiz, Kirk 
Hall at 7.30 pm, entry £5 
including refreshments 

9 – 17 September   Quiet spaces 
Exhibition in Thomson’s Tower of 
paintings and drawings of 
gardens and allotments by 
Carolyn Burchell 

17 September   Autumn festival 
Dr Neils Garden 2 pm – 5 pm  
music, stalls, children’s activities, 
teas in café: £3 at gate 

17 September    Riding of the 
Marches, Old Church Lane 3 pm  

22 – 30 September    Brigid 
Collins Exhibition (poem-houses 
and book-objects) in Thomson’s 
Tower 

www.drneilsgarden.co.uk 

The Kirk 
Tuesday 16 May: Christian Aid 
Quiz Night  7 pm in the Kirk Hall, 
entry £5 including refreshments 

Tuesday 23 May: Silent auction 
from 7.30pm in the Kirk Hall, £2 
at the door.  For donations, 
please phone Barbara Anderson 
on 661 7444 or email 
banderson456@hotmail.co.uk. 

Saturday 3 June BB Summer 
Fayre   Kirk Hall 10.00-13.00 

Saturday 17 June Guided tours 
of the Kirk as part of Bioblitz, with 
an emphasis on sustainable 
buildings. 

Saturday 23 September A Mile 
of Memories project to support 
bereaved children: tel 0131 661 
6818 

www.duddingstonkirk.co.uk 

Holyrood Park 
The road is closed every Sunday 
from 08.30-18.00 until late 
October.  Roads are also 
sometimes closed because of 
rockfall or events such as Bioblitz. 
For more about the park and its 
events, visit its website:  
http://bit.ly/paddock-Park 

DCS website and Facebook 

Have you visited our website 
recently?  Visit 
www.duddingston.org.uk for 
masses of useful information, 
loads of photos, and frequent 
updates.  You can also download 
previous issues of The Paddock. 

Visit also the DCS Facebook page 
at www.facebook.com/
DuddingstonVillage  
for updates and photos. 

Recent arrivals 
Jamie Lemon and Suzan Sanver 
are overjoyed with the arrival of 
baby Jake last May – sleep-
deprived but happy! 

Bryony Reid and David Hamill are 
delighted that baby Lachlan 
arrived at the end of January.  
Arthur is a very proud big 
brother, and labrador Maisy is 
resigned to another baby.

http://bit.ly/paddock-Park
http://www.duddingston.org.uk
http://www.facebook.com/DuddingstonVillage
mailto:paddock@rucsacs.com
mailto:secretary@duddingston.org.uk
mailto:paddock@rucsacs.com
mailto:secretary@duddingston.org.uk
http://bit.ly/paddock-Park
http://www.duddingston.org.uk
http://www.facebook.com/DuddingstonVillage

