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At 7.45am on Thursday 14th June the Olympic Torch
will be taken through Duddingston Village en route
from Holyrood to Musselburgh.

Its route will be through the Park, along Old Church
Lane and left onto Duddingston Road West, to Milton
Road and the A1.  We’ll all have time to cheer it on
its way before heading off to school/work/back to bed.

OLYMPIC TORCH COMES TO DUDDINGSTON
VILLAGE

This is the formal notification of the DVCS AGM.
Please join us for the AGM, and afterwards in a
convivial glass of wine, in Duddingston Kirk Hall at
8pm on Tuesday 15 May 2012.

There will be vacancies on the committee and
nominations are welcomed by the Secretary, Lindsay
Crofts (6 Old Church Lane; 661 7858).  These should

be submitted in writing at least 5 days prior to the
AGM, and should include a proposer and a seconder.

The annual accounts will be presented at the meeting,
and will be available on line.  The accounts and
minutes of the last meeting will  be sent by e mail to
registered members, and can be made available in
hard copy on request.

DUDDINGSTON VILLAGE CONSERVATION SOCIETY ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
8pm on Tuesday 15th May 2012

DUDDINGSTON FIELD CELEBRATES A BUSY FIRST 6 MONTHS
Work on the field continues apace, with more than
650 trees planted, paths mown, chickens installed,
surveys begun and seven events run successfully.
Read more here and on page 4 and visit the field to
see it for yourself.

Lots of people have been to the field and planted
trees - fifty apple trees and over 600 woodland trees. 
So the woodland strip (along the top of the field) and
the orchard (right in the middle, just above the
entrance from the village) are well established. 
Thanks to the Woodland Trust Scotland for trees,
tree guards and a team to plant a good lot of them,
as well as to the many people who’ve planted trees
(and willow cuttings) over the past few months.

Special thanks must go to Richard Inglis and John
Drever who’ve planned and led the orchard work, buying
trees, marking out the planting sites, showing people
how to plant, pruning, preparing the rootstock bed,
ordering and planting out the rootstocks - a lot of work
to successfully achieve a substantial orchard.  Thanks
also to the many people who came on the Orchard
Foundation Day and subsequent Saturdays to prepare
rocky ground and plant the apple trees to give them a
good start in life.  And thanks also to our funders -
Duddingston Village Conservation Society, Central
Scotland Green Network and all the people who’ve
donated to become Golden Apple members.



Dear Resident
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LETTER FROM THE CHAIR

Elsewhere in this edition of The Paddock you will
find a good account of the consultation evening on
traffic in Duddingston Village. This is a very sensitive
subject. Those living here want a reduction in traffic
but those outside the village are nervous about
restrictions on their right to drive
through the Park. We have
been here before twenty years
ago when there were
tremendous clashes about
closing the Park at weekends.
DVCS policy has been
developed carefully over many
annual meetings.

We will not support measures
that are divisive, transferring
traffic from one road to another.
This can only set one resident
against another and damage
our community. It also allows
officials an excuse to take
refuge in the disagreement and
take no action. Fortunately it
seems that there is a very good
level of solidarity in the village
supporting the option which
eases passage in Old Church
Lane and slows traffic in The
Causeway. But what is most
important of all is to persuade Historic Scotland to
act as a responsible conservation body and to
manage the Park as a park rather than as a fast
through route. They seem reluctant to do anything
and it is to their shame.  They must make the Park
road less attractive for speeding; they have a 20 mph
limit elsewhere in the Park but on the stretch that
runs to the Village cars frequently travel at 40 mph
as those who have been tailgated will know!

On the McNiven Bequest front there is little new to
report. We have told the National Trust for Scotland
that we we are willing to negotiate but that we will
never accept a solution imposed by them!  I do hope
that they realise that they will unleash a torrent of

bad publicity should they confirm
that you cannot “trust the Trust”
with bequests. It is quite
incredible to us that they should
behave in this way but we await
their next move which we do
hope will be more responsible
than their first position.

Finally, can I warmly invite you
to join your fellow residents at
the DVCS Annual General
Meeting at 8 pm on
Tuesday 15 May.  A good turn
out will strengthen our dealings
with the Council and other
authorities. Please join us and
show that you care about our
beautiful conservation area. I
look forward to seeing you at the
AGM. I plan to conclude the
meeting by about 9.30 pm and
we invite you to a glass of wine
or two afterwards when you can
meet you neighbours and our

new Councillors. Please put the date in your diary.

With best wishes

Malcolm Windsor
Chairman
Duddingston Village Conservation Society
April 2012

I wish to register as a member of DVCS (membership is free).........................................................................

I wish to make a voluntary donation to the work of the DVCS of the amount of £…………..
I wish this donation to be eligible for gift aid. (If you wish to make a regular donation by direct debit please
contact The Secretary.)

I wish to make a voluntary donation of £…………..towards the costs of printing and publishing ‘The Paddock’
newsletter.

And return to any committee member or to the The Secretary, 6 Old Church Lane.

WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT TO CONTINUE IN OUR WORK.
PLEASE CONSIDER IF YOU CAN HELP IN ANY OF THE WAYS BELOW
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You will all be aware of the plethora
of street light designs which have
been appearing in the village over
the last few years.  Each time a lamp
is damaged it is replaced by yet
another style of lamp or column.  The

CITY LIGHTS

I hope everyone took the
opportunity to register their
preference at the consultation
meeting which the City Council
held in the Millar Hall in March
(and how nice to be able to see
the new venue in use for a
village event).

Two of the DVCS’s key
objectives are -  to encourage the
preservation, development and
improvement of feature of
general public amenity or historic
interest, and to encourage high

NEWS FROM THE DUDDINGSTON VILLAGE CONSERVATION SOCIETY

TRAFFIC

There was certainly a steady
stream of visitors, from within
the conservation area and
beyond, and the Council is now
assessing the results with a
view to reporting back to the
Traffic Working Group (of which
DVCS is a member).  We very
much hope that some indication
of the outcome of the
consultation exercise will be
avai lable at the AGM on
Tuesday 15th of May.

In the meantime we have been
told that the Council is holding
discussions with Histor ic
Scotland in an effort to slow
traffic down using the Park
Road.

THE MCNIVEN BEQUEST AND THE COMMUNITY LAND

PLANNING
standards of architecture and
planning in Duddingston
Conservation Area and its
surroundings.
To this end we review all planning
applications which impact on the

conservation area, and if the society
considers the impact is detrimental
to the conservation character of the
area, we will submit comments to the
planning department.

City Council consulted on its street
lighting strategy in November, and
officials will take their final proposals
to the Council Committee in June.
They think/hope they have identified
a design which satisfies Planning,
Historic Scotland, the Edinburgh
World Heritage Group  and of course
the Edinburgh citizen.

Moving from a strategy on paper to
improvements in the village will be
a big step, and it may take a long
time.  There is no guarantee that the
change will be anything other than
as piecemeal as it has been in the
past.  DVCS will continue to press
the Council to provide appropriate
replacement lighting, and to take a
whole village view so that the
conservation area truly reflects its
character in the lighting as well as
the architecture and green spaces.

Every time we issue a Paddock
newsletter, this section begins ’........we
hope to hear from the NTS soon.......‘
this time in response to our letter to them
of November 2011 challenging their legal
interpretation of the McNiven Bequest.
It looked like this edition would be no
different, however just as we were about
to go to press we received a very
disappointing and dismissive response
from the NTS Chief Executive on which
we are now seeking legal advice.  We
have asked for that advice to be available
in time for a full report on the DVCS and
the NTS position to be presented to the
AGM.  You are strongly encouraged to
attend to give the Executive Committee
guidance and support in its future
discussions with the Trust.

In the meantime the NTS has
undertaken some work on the Land to

address drainage problems - as have our
own volunteers, but it is likely that some
further remedial work will be necessary.

The DVCS were very pleased to offer a
small grant to the Field Group to help it
become established.  Anyone visiting the
land will see how well the two projects
are developing together.  We look
forward to continued joint development
once the uncertainties imposed by the
NTS on the Community Land are
removed.
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NEWS FROM DUDDINGSTON FIELD

Visitors are welcome to walk in the
field, and are encouraged to  keep
to the mown paths, for safety and
to avoid damaging young trees.
Access is through the bottom gate
(from the paddock) and in the top
corner.  Duddingston Field is a
place people go to and enjoy
rather than just pass through.

To get to the field, go up the pend
in the Community Garden, through
the iron gates at the top and into
the paddock. Turn right and you’ll
see the gate into the field at the
far end.

A great deal of time and effort has
been spent trying to find ways to
bring the horses back into at least
part of the field, but it has proved
impossible for all the parties
involved to reach agreement.  So
the horses will be staying on the
glebe land, and not using the field.
Please treat the horses’ space with
respect - don’t go into their field and
keep dogs well away from them.
We plan to keep supplying them
with hay when the weather allows.

The main blocks – the orchard and
the woodland – are now in place,
although the orchard will be
extended with more fruit trees.
The basic mown path network
follows where people want to go,
with some diversions away from
dangerous trees.

Over the summer, there will be a
lot of mowing (and, if there’s any
sunny weather, haymaking for
horse feed and bedding for
chickens).  The tank will be
repaired and ponds created.

Next winter, there will be more
hedge and fruit tree planting, and
training in grafting using the
rootstocks in the paddock.  Groups
of schoolchildren will come to help
and to enjoy the place and tree
surgeons will remove some of the
most dangerous hanging
branches on the big trees.  It’ll be
a busy time, but there will visible
changes as all the trees start to
grow.  In the autumn the steering
group will hand over to an elected
committee to take forward this
exciting project.

CHICKENS
There are currently 17 hens of dif-
ferent ages and varieties living and
laying happily in Duddingston Field.
Some are still the original  battery
'rescue' hens; newer ones are ex-
otic columbines. Together they pro-
duce eggs of many colours and
sizes which we store in the chicken
shed for your pleasure. Please
leave a donation of around 30p per
egg to cover food and mainte-
nance, and log your transaction on
the list.
Alex, Christine, Jo, Saskia and
Shani.

Dates for your diary
Sat May 12th–wildlife survey;1-2.30
Sat June 9th–wildlife survey;1-2.30
Sun July 8th– wildlife survey;1–3
Thurs 21st June – midsummer
labyrinth making; 2pm to late
Sat Aug 4th – wildlife survey;1-2.30
Tues Sept 18th– wildlife survey;1-2.30
Pond repairing – TBA
Budding* workshop – TBA

(*a form of grafting)
More details on website:
www.duddingstonfield.org.uk

ACCESS THE FIELD AND THE HORSES

THE NEXT 12 MONTHS



NEWS FROM THE COMMUNITY GARDEN
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The sun is shining and warming the soil. So, despite
cold nights, the conditions are ripe for seeds to
germinate, tatties to chit, fruit to blossom and early
flowers to bloom. That is what is happening right now
in the community garden. But many of you have said
that you feel uncertain what to pick and when, about
coming to help yourself, and about the level of
donation and where to leave it.

So we have now introduced a Vegetable Club. Quite
simply this is our way of helping you to enjoy the
produce from your community garden – vegetables,
herbs, fruit and flowers – and taking away the
uncertainties. It is all very simple. For an annual
donation of £25 (payable to the Duddingston Village
Conservation Society Secretary Lindsay Crofts at 6
Old Church Lane), you have access to fruit and
vegetable produce.  Just help yourself. The proceeds
will be used for buying seeds and other items
necessary to maintain and improve the quality of your
garden.

BECOME A GARDENER

GARDENERS SPECIAL DAYS 2012
Last Sunday in each month

29 April
27 May
24 June
29 July

Many of us work in the garden and so are rightly
called ‘gardeners’. But there is always space for more
to help. Look in the ‘gardeners notebook’ in the shed
in the vegetable garden setting out things to be done.
Just come and do what you fancy and make a simple
note in the book. Come on a Thursday and join
Claudia and some of the other gardeners. Or give
Jo (0131 661 2039), Claudia (07787 180768) or
Roger (661 7858) a ring to ask what needs to be
done.

All the produce ready for picking will be marked by a
green topped stick and will be listed on a board at
the top of the vegetable garden steps and in the shed.
The produce not ready will be labelled with a red
topped stick. To help you further we will ensure that
one of gardeners (there are at least a dozen of us
working as volunteers alongside Claudia) will be
present each Saturday morning through the
harvesting season to help you with your choice of
fruit, flowers, herbs and vegetables.

All the plants and herbs are labelled so that you know
what they are. So I hope that you will join those of us
who are already members of The Vegetable Club.

26 August
30 September
28 October
25 November

COMPOST AND POTS FOR THE COMMUNITY
GARDEN

Many thanks to everyone who has donated their spare
plant pots and kitchen or garden waste for the com-
post heaps in the community garden.  But there’s al-
ways a need for more.  Leave plant pots in or by the
shed in the paddock and put compostable material in
one of the compost boxes in the paddock.

THE VEGETABLE CLUB
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Do you have interesting, unusual - or simply beautiful p
Send them to lindsay@dodin.idps.co.uk for our future p

Kirk Session house in spring

On Tuesday 17th April a number of us from the vil-
lage were present at the Hawthornden Room at the
National Gallery to hear Dr Patricia Andrew's lecture
enticingly titled Duddingston: Sketching and Skat-
ing, Curling and Conviviality. Patricia Andrew is an
art historian and her approach to her subject was
very much through the visual representations which
have been created over the years.

Starting with a couple of depictions of Duddingston
on early maps, Dr Andrew then showed us the earli-
est view of the village she had been able to find - a
tiny drawing by Clerk of Eldin (1728-1812) complete
with a sailed boat on the loch; and the earliest arte-
facts - the Bronze Age Duddingston Hoard.

We looked at Duddingston House (complete 1768)
and its most illustrious tenant, the Earl of Moira, de-
picted by John Kay standing in front of it. We met
again the now most famous image of the Rev Robert
Walker Skating on Duddingston Loch, and looked at
some of the Charles Lees' paintings of the loch busy
with skaters and curlers. C.A.Doyle's Ice Sports on
Duddingston Loch (which you can see reproduced
in the upper chamber of Thomson's Tower) we now
know represents a riot which was reported in the
newspapers at the time.

We heard much of the Rev John Thomson, his as-
sociates, and his great success as a landscape
painter, and were shown several examples of his
work. We saw too a portrait of Thomson by Raeburn
which has recently come to light and is currently on
sale at a London dealer's - yours for £65,000!

We heard of James Brownlie Hunter, a 19thC artist
and engraver who lived at Hillside, saw some paint-
ings of Duddingston by William Gillies, and recog-
nised with pleasure the handsome sculptures near
the Kirk by our resident artist Tim Chalk.

And then, by way of an amazing photograph of David
Attenborough bird-watching in the reeds of
Duddingston Loch, we reached Dr Neil's Garden
which Dr Andrew, as a keen gardener herself, clearly
felt merited inclusion within her lively survey of the
impressive catalogue of creative endeavour associ-
ated with this wee village of ours.

Susan Mercer

DUDDINGSTON DEPICTED

Have you looked closely at the heading pictures on
each page?  They were all taken in the village.  Can
you identify them all?

It’s exciting that more birds can be seen over the
village. In addition to our usual kestrels and
sparrowhawks, look up and you are likely to see per-
egrines with their rapid dive,listen for the high-pitched
call of buzzards and watch out for a pair of short-
eared owls hunting close to the ground. One reason
for this expan-
sion, according
to Matt McCabe,
Holyrood Park
C o m m u n i t y
Ranger, is an ex-
plosion in the
population of
small mammals
on Arthur’s Seat.

ROVING RAPTORS

ANSWERS AT THE AGM
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hotos of Duddingston that you would like to share?
ublications.

Duddingston Village has long been a favourite haunt
for historical crime writer Alanna Knight, but it’s taken
until her latest novel – amazingly her 67th book – before
she has chosen to use it as a setting.   Deadly Legacy,
just published, is in her series featuring her female
private eye Rose McQuinn.   In this novel, Rose has
agreed to help her neighbour (who lives in Bonnie Prince
Charlie’s cottage) by delivering what she claims to be a
family legacy to her only
living relative. But Rose’s
philanthropic journey takes
a turn towards the
dangerous when she herself
is attacked on a train and the
neighbour and her maid are
found dead upon her return
to Edinburgh.

Alanna lives close by in
Newington.   As she writes,
she looks over Arthur’s Seat
and Salisbury Crags.   Her
interest in the Village and its
history was re-awakened by
the recent exhibition of the
Prestonpans Tapestry at the Dovecot Studio.   She has
long been fascinated by the figure of Bonnie Prince
Charlie and his questionable contribution to Scotland’s
history.   She made a special research trip to the Village,
accompanied by her friends and fellow crime writers
The Mulgray Twins, who live in Portobello.

Alanna started her writing career not as a crime writer
but as an author of historical fiction.   She arrived in
Edinburgh to work on Robert Louis Stevenson, and
came to know the Victorian city intimately through
his writing.   One day she glimpsed a man walking
by wearing a deerstalker and an Inverness coat, and
the idea for writing about a Victorian detective came
to her.  The Inspector Faro series was born, and his
first adventure was based on a murder on Salisbury
Crags.

Alanna speaks at events all over the country, and
loves talking to book groups.   She is Hon President
of the Edinburgh Writers Club, and a member of the
committee of Scotland’s first crime writing festival,
Bloody Scotland, which takes place in Stirling 14-16
September this year (www.bloodyscotland.com).
Her earlier novels are available again as ebooks.   For
more information about Alanna and her writing, go
to www.alannaknight.com.

Jenny Brown

BOOK REVIEW
DEADLY LEGACY by  Alanna Knight

(Allison & Busby)

g - Picture by Steve Turner

Scatterbox film-making group’s music video ‘The Ornate
Lie’ was catapulted to the huge concert screens at Wembley
when Kim Edgar, singer songwriter from Leith, was given
the opportunity to showcase her music at the famous Arena.
The singer first joined forces with the group when she wrote
and performed the soundtrack for ‘The Water Thieves‘,
made last year during the international ‘GoGreen’ challenge
to make a film over 48 hours.
After this  successful partnership, Kim turned to Scatterbox
to make her first full music video, timed to coincide with the
release of her latest album, The Ornate Lie.
Scatterbox has also produced short documentaries and
promotional videos and news items for other local groups and
organisations. In order to share these and its latest narrative
films the group has created a public film channel on You Tube at
www.youtube.com/ScatterboxFilms or google Scatterboxfilms.

SCATTERBOX MUSIC VIDEO AT WEMBLEY



RUSSELL COOK - AN APPRECIATION BY JUDITH STEWART
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Russell Cook was always there - both physically and
if anyone in the Village was in any form of need.  He
was a superb giver who didn’t need to be asked, but
volunteered his help in his inimitable quiet and
unobtrusive way.  He was in
fact a backbone of our
Village and demonstrated
his special skills especially
this year when we have lost
5 long term residents.
Russell was always there for
them  - getting their papers,
their milk or just for a chat or
support.

He knew everyone in the
Village and everyone knew
him.  He was a familiar sight
every day walking down the
Causeway, and down to the
crossroads.  He did this walk
at least once a day and
sometimes twice.

He had a special relationship with the street cleaners
and our gutters were always cleaned regularly! He left a
glass of water on his window ledge every day for Michael,
our special Duddingston postman.  He kept his corner of

the Village pristine and had
very colourful plantings in his
driveway.  Many a visitor took
photos of his plant displays.

He was an authority on who
was who in the tennis world,
and especially supported Andy
Murray.  It is tragic he will not
see Andy win a Grand Slam
(as we all hope he will).  He
was also a football devotee.

Russell was someone very
special to so many of us;  kind
and generous, he was our
Good Samaritan and friend:  a
wonderful person and we shall
all miss him dreadfully.

Did you here a strange booming sound in February? Perhaps
not. But you probably did notice a line of people with
telescopes peering across Duddingston Loch towards the
Manse shore? After a gap of 20 years, a lone bittern - a
member of the heron and pelican family of birds (Botaurus
stellaris)  - returned to Duddingston Loch. Should we be
excited? Of course!

This bird lives and breeds much further south in the wetland
areas of the Thames and Humber estuaries, in East Anglia.
There are only about 70 breeding pairs left in Britain with the
RSPB Minsmere reserve in Suffolk being the hotspot. Many
more, around 600, visit the UK during the winter and perhaps
our Duddingston visitor was one of those.

This secretive bird is difficult to spot, but digital cameras on
the end of telescopes produced some excellent photographs
of ‘our’ bird and one is shown thanks to one of the enthusiasts
who willingly gave me a copy to post in The Paddock.

Most significant about this visit, is that it is a feather in the cap
of the Scottish Wildlife Trust volunteers at the Bawsinch
Nature Reserve. They have been extending the area of reed
beds, especially at the western end of the reserve, in the
hope of encouraging the bittern back. Although the visit was
short lived, maybe the fact that one came at all is a good sign
for the future. Let’s hope so. And let’s hope that we hear the
boom of the bittern over the summer in years to come.

BAWSINCH - THE BITTERN RETURNS

Photo by a member of Scottish Ornithologists Club

Bawsinch Nature Reserve will be open for guided walks at
2pm on the first Sunday of each month up to October.  If you
prefer you can use  the hide or simply walk round at your own
pace. There is no charge but donations are welcomed.  Enter
by the wicket gate on Duddingston Road West opposite the
parking bays.

As well as the many birds to be seen at Bawsinch, otters have
been seen more frequently this year - a dog and a female with
two cubs.  Otters have been recorded in Duddingston Loch
since about 2000 . They have bred before but this year there
have been an exceptional number of daytime sightings .

Roger Crofts

Russell’s family have sent their sincere thanks to all in Duddingston for the support and affection shown to
Russell over the many years he lived in the village.



9

Spring is in its full flow in Dr Neil’s Garden - do come and
see.  Birds are nesting, swans competing for territory on
the loch, ducks chasing hither and thither all over the
garden.....the midges are hungry......it’s definitely spring.

It feels as if everything is in flower.  The narcissus
may be fading and the cherry blossom falling but
they are replaced by clouds of forget-me-nots,
emerging azaleas and seas of bluebells.  If you look
carefully you may even find an overlooked chocolate
egg - left by the easter bunny.

Work is underway in the Physic Garden.  We are
optimistic that with the removal of the Eucalyptus
stump it can be completed without further ado.  We
lost three more trees in the gales after Christmas - but
let’s look on the bright side - it has opened the garden
to more light and improved the views of the loch.

We have two open weekends this year.
- Saturday June 9th and Sunday June 10th 2 - 5 pm 2
- 5 pm in aid of The Multiple Sclerosis Therapy Centre
- Saturday August 11th and Sunday August 12th 2 -
5 pm in aid of Scotland’s Garden Scheme

Plants will be on sale on all of these dates, plus teas
and home baking will be served in the Hall.

WHAT’S ON AT DR NEIL’S?
In addition the Thomson Tower will be open every
Sunday in July and August from 2pm till 5pm.

On the 1st of July  (2pm to 5pm) the Medical
Foundation for the Care of Victims of Torture will
again hold its Summer Garden Party in Dr Neils.  Last
year’s colourful and musical event, in aid of this very
worthwhile charity, was extremely popular.  So make
a note in your diary to join this midsummer gathering

Kirk services in May will be at the usual times of 10am
and 11.30am each Sunday.  In addition there will be
a Service of Remembrance at 3pm on Sunday 6th
May for those who wish to remember loved ones
who have passed on.

On Saturday 12 May Duddingston Kirk Horticultural
Society is holding its annual plant sale from 10.30am
in the Kirk Hall with many flower and vegetable plants
available.

And on Tuesday 22 May Dr Neil’s Garden Trust and
the Kirk’s World Church Group are holding a Silent
Auction at 7.30pm in the Kirk Hall.   Items for sale
would be welcomed.   Entrance is £2 including
refreshments. (Contact  Barbara Anderson 661 7444
or Anne McCrossan 657 3961)

EASTER 2013 - Passion Play returns to
Duddingston.  Look out for more details.

KIRK TIMES AND NEWS

The next meeting of the Neighbourhood Partnership
will be held in the Northfield Community Centre at
6.30pm on 19th June.  The meeting will be on the
theme of ‘Services for Old People’.

On 24th May the Environment Forum will also meet
in Northfield Community Centre at 7pm to discuss
the Council’s Active Transport Action Plan.  As this
plan forms the basis of the Council taking forward
the work of the Duddingston Village Traffic Working
Group, you are strongly encouraged to attend if you
can.

CRAIGENTINNY AND DUDDINGSTON
NEIGHBOURHOOD PARTNERSHIP

HOLYROOD PARK ROAD CLOSURES
These are in place every Sunday on Queen’s Drive
and the Duddingston Low Road from 8.30am –
6.00pm (April – September and 8.30am – 4.00pm
October – March). The High Road usually remains
open.

The Edinburgh Marathon& Races, on Saturday 26 &
Sunday 27 May, will involve closure of High Road
from evening of Fri 25 May until afternoon of Sat 26
May. Plus loop road closed Sat 26 May from 6am -
12.45pm. Sun 27 May loop road closed and Horse
Wynd to Meadowbank until 11.30am. Sunday road
closures then apply. City roads around Park affected.
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The next city of Edinburgh Council elections will be
held on Thursday 3rd May 2012 to elect 58
Councillors to serve on the Council’s 17 multi
member wards.  There are 7 four-member wards
and 10 three-member wards (including Craigentinny/
Duddingston).  The election will be by single
transferrable vote (STV).

The following candidates have submitted their names
for consideration in Craigentinny/Duddingston:

Kevin Fergusson (Scottish Anti Cuts Coalition)
It has not been possible to contact Mr Fergusson
for details.

Joan Griffiths (Scottish Labour Party) has lived
in Craigentinny/Duddingston for over 37 years and
during this time has been an active member of the
community.  She has been a JP for 20 years and an
active member of her Church.  She is the Client
Relations Officer for Midlothian Council’s Adults and
Community Care, and the Chair of The Action Group,
a voluntary organisation who work with children and
adults who need additional support to live in the
community, and their families. 

Jason Lingiah (Scottish Conservative and
Unionist) was born to Mauritian parents and was
brought up in the Glasgow and Lanarkshire area:
educated in a local authority school he read Divinity
at Edinburgh and has worked for the Church of
Scotland in an urban priority area and for Scottish
Conservative and Unionist Party in a role supporting
campaigns. He currently works in local government.

Alex Lunn (Scottish Labour Party) has lived
virtually his whole life in South East Edinburgh.   He
was brought up in Fernieside, attending St. John
Vianney Primary School in the Inch and then Liberton
High School. Alex went on to attend Stevenson and
Telford colleges.With the benefit of a great social
legacy from a previous Labour Government - Open
Learning - Alex was able to work and study at the
same time.

John Palmer (Scottish Green Party)  John is
married with two grown-up sons, and has lived in

LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTIONS 3RD MAY 2012
Edinburgh for 26 years. He works for the NHS
covering the Craigentinny/Duddingston ward,
working closely with the Neighbourhood Partnership
as well as voluntary and community organisations,
to support people to maintain their health and well-
being. He was instrumental in getting the Restalrig
& Lochend Community Hub established, with the
building being purchased for community use.

Gary Peacock (Scottish Liberal Democrats) was
born in Edinburgh, but brought up on the southside
of Glasgow.  He came to Edinburgh in 1996 to do a
Masters degree and has remained here ever since. 
In 2007 He married Fiona and now has two young
children and lives in Leith, just off Easter Road.
Having stood unsuccessfully for Westminster and
Holyrood in Edinburgh East, he was elected to the
Council in 2007. He combines his role as a Councillor
with that of locum at Inverleith St. Serf’s Parish
Church. 

Stefan Tymkewycz (Scottish National Party) was
born in Edinburgh in Abbeyhill.  His Ukrainian father
arrived in Scotland over 60 years ago and settled in
Dalkeith where Stefan was educated. After attending
Esk Valley College he worked for Parson Peebles in
Edinburgh, but was made redundant.  He worked
abroad for a while and taught engineering here before
joining the police in 1984. He was elected to the
Scottish Parliament and Edinburgh City Council in
2007 but gave up his Parliamentary seat later to focus
on council duties.  He is on the Council’s Transport,
Infrastructure & Environment Committee, Audit
Committee and he is a member of Lothian & Borders
Police Board.

Colin Williamson (Scottish National Party)
currently works as a community support worker for
SAMH which supports the most vulnerable people
in society.  His job involves helping them become
self sufficient by finding accommodation and
employment which re-integrates them into society. 
He also spent five years in New Zealand, working in
the field of mental health.  His parents became foster
parents and he grew up as part of a foster care family,
acting as a mentor and supporter to the teenage boys
his parents looked after for most of his young life. 
He is also involved with dog rescue.

I will not be standing at the elections on May 2nd.  It has been a real privilege to represent Craigentinny/
Duddingston ward on the City of Edinburgh Council. I would like to thank the Paddock readers for the great
support I have received from you on a wide range of local issues during that time. Thank you.

Ewan Aitken

MESSAGE FROM COUNCILLOR AITKEN
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WILLIAM SMELLIE (1740 - 1795)

“Shrewd Willie Smellie to Crochallan came:
The old cock’d hat, the brown surtout, the same;
His grisly beard just bristling in its might,
(’Twas four long nights and days to shaving night;)
His uncomb’d hoary locks, wild-staring, thatched
A head for thought profound and clear unmatch’d;
Yet tho’ his caustic wit was biting rude,
His heart was warm, benevolent and good.”

Thus Robert Burns described, in ‘The
Poet’s Progress’, the man who
printed the Edinburgh editions of his
poems.  It was in Smellie’s untidy
office in Anchor Close, off the High
Street of Edinburgh, that the poet
corrected his proofs, sitting on a
certain stool, which, according to
Smellie’s son, Alexander, came to be
known as Burns’s Stool.

William Smellie was the son of a
Duddingston mason.  He was
educated at Duddingston Parish
School and the Royal High School
but, as his father died when he was
young he was unable to afford to go

DUDDINGSTON - RICH IN HISTORY AND REMARKABLE CHARACTERS

Textiles in the Tower
12 – 19 May 2012; 2 – 5pm

EXHIBITION IN THOMSON’S TOWER

Local resident Saskia Gavin is one
of the exhibitors.
What do you make?
Largely functional items- jewellery,
bags, scarves etc, and occasionally

Tell us about a recent piece.
I recently exhibited a
piece celebrating
human resilience. It
consisted of 7
elements, each of a
different material and
technique. My favourite
was a braid of dyed
fishing line, heat
treated and scrunched.
The piece didn’t
contain any felt, which
was my first textile love.
I’m returning to this
versatile material for a
piece for the Textiles in
the Tower exhibition
coming up in May.

more expressive pieces, art.
Where do you get
your inspiration?
Often from my
previous experience
as  a natural scientist
- insects, parasites,
environment. Also
from the materials I’m
working with-
experimenting with
their properties and
behaviour. Currently
I’m contemplating the
shape of my walk
round Holyrood Park,
and experimenting
with contact lens
packaging.

to University. However  his enthusiasm carried him
forward to success in his chosen vocation as a printer
which meant that he pretty soon became financially
well off enough to attain entry to regular courses at
the University.  He had a wide knowledge of literature
and science, and became the editor and principal
author of the first edition of the Encyclopaedia
Britannica. He translated Buffon, and wrote a
Philosophy of Natural History highly regarded in his
day. He knew all the eminent literary and
philosophical figures in the Capital, and was

described by Sir John Dalrymple to
Edmund Burke as ‘one of the most
learned men in Scotland’. He had
printed the works of many of them,
including Gilbert Stuart (with whom
he started the Edinburgh Magazine),
David Hume,  Robert Fergusson,
William Robertson, Hugo Arnot, and
Adam Smith.

He was one of the twelve original
founders of the Society of Antiquaries
of Scotland, which still flourishes
today.  A naturalist, antiquary, editor
and encyclopedist, he  is just one of
many remarkable characters
associated with Duddingston


