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This major outdoor Easter Play took place on the
afternoon of Easter Day, using several sites in the
gardens of Duddingston Kirk and three sites in
Duddingston Village.  Despite it being the coldest Easter
Sunday on record, around 350 people participated in
the event, including two people from Shetland in the
north and two from Guernsey in the south.

The play began with greetings and the sharing of
bread and wine at what we now call the Last Supper
but which for Jesus and early Christians was still
called the Feast of the Passover.  Then we moved
to a scene with children approaching in prayer and
Jesus coming over to speak with them.  We also
heard from the soldiers who were preparing crosses
for the crucifixions.

Dr Neil’s Garden’s Golden JubileeTo The Cross

But soon it was on to Gethsemane (behind the
Manse) and then Jesus appearing before Pilate (at
the front of the Manse).  Jesus stood at the top of
the front steps, while Pilate appeared in an upper
window, and an angel and a violinist added
atmosphere from a balcony to the side.  Then it was
out onto the main road with the blue flashing lights
of a police car to

continued on p7

This year Dr Neil’s Garden celebrates 50 Years of
horticultural progress.  It was in 1963 that Andrew
and Nancy Neil first started work on what was then
an uncultivated and unused patch of land between
the Kirk and the Loch.

 
The very steep nature of the site caused difficulties,
as a number of outcrops of rock had to be worked
around, and nowhere is the soil very deep.  But by
dint of much back-breaking labour the Neils created
terraces with retaining walls and built many metres
of paths and steps. They planted trees and shrubs,
bulbs for Spring, and roses for Summer. Andrew and
Nancy both died in 2005, and the structure of the
Garden is still very much as they laid it out.
 
Today Claudia Pottier is the Gardener and she strives
to maintain a balance between the inheritance from
the Neils and necessary change and development.
An excellent band of volunteers assist cheerfully in
this endeavour.  A recent project has been the
creation of a Physic Garden in the area where the
old toolsheds used to be.  Here plants have been
chosen to highlight the doctors’ medical specialisms:
gyno-urinary for Nancy and ear, nose and throat for
Andrew.
 
This Golden Jubilee Year the herbaceous border is
to be replanted as a Golden Border.  We hope
that there will be some golden treasures to be seen
there by July. Please come, and bring your friends,
 to some or all of the events planned for this Golden
Anniversary Year.



Dear Resident
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LETTER FROM THE CHAIR

There is really only one subject that I want to write
to you about today. It is about our Secretary,
Lindsay Crofts and her husband Roger.

Roger has equally been a strong force in our
Community. He has played the central role in the
Community Gardens and has worked very hard, with
many others, to bring the plans that we had to life. I
think we can be proud of the fact that we have these
gardens and that they deliver so many benefits in terms
of recreation, health, gardening, socialising, food
production, vegetables, eggs, chickens , bees, fresh
air, exercise..... What other community can boast this
asset? This asset is regrettably under threat as we all
know but nothing can take away the role that Roger
has played. We are all very grateful to him and his
knowledge of the way that NTS and other organisations
work will continue to be valuable to us.

DUDDINGSTON VILLAGE CONSERVATION SOCIETY
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

8pm on Wednesday 12th June  2013 in Duddingston Kirk Hall
This is the formal notification of the DVCS AGM.  Please join us for the AGM, and afterwards for a convivial
glass of wine.

There will be vacancies on the committee and nominations are welcomed.  Send written nominations, at least
5 days prior to the AGM, and including the names of a proposer and a seconder, to the Secretary, Lindsay
Crofts (6 Eskside West, Musselburgh, EH21 6HZ      0131 665 0788      secretary@duddingston-village.org.uk).

The annual accounts will be presented at the meeting, and will be available on line.  The accounts and minutes
of the last meeting will  be sent by e mail to registered members, and can be made available in hard copy on
request.

As you will know, after seventeen years in the
Village they are moving to Musselburgh. That is
not very far and of course we shall still see them
but we will lose them in the great work that they
do for our community, which has been of
enormous benefit to all of us. I was the Secretary
for some years and so I know that it can entail
quite a lot of work but I do know that Lindsay threw
herself into this post with such exceptional energy
and vigour that my job as Chair has been greatly
facilitated.

First, I would like to thank her personally for all
the support that she has given me at a time when
we have been, and still are, battling with the NTS
for our “inheritance” which will greatly affect our
future resources and activities. She is always
on top of matters, fast to respond, understands
the issues and deals with the paperwork
brilliantly. I could not have hoped for a better
Secretary for our Society. She has served the
Executive Committee, the Society and the
Community extremely well and she will be
greatly missed.

So, on behalf of us all, I want to thank Lindsay and
Roger sincerely for their friendship, good
neighbourliness and community spirit. We wish them
well in their new home and do hope that they will
continue to offer their advice and support to our
community.

I do hope that you will be able to come to our AGM on
12th June when we can give Lindsay and Roger a great
send off!

With best wishes for a warm summer, we deserve one!

Malcolm Windsor
Chairman
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Duddingston has always benefited enormously from
its generous residents. Perhaps the most generous
of all was Christine McNiven, whose 1978 bequest
has financed numerous village projects, not least the
purchase of the Community Land.  Miss McNiven
has been followed by a generation of villagers who
have continued to support the village and the
Conservation Society through donations and creative
fundraising ideas – from carboot sales to ceilidhs.

Sadly, today the Society, like many, finds itself in tougher
financial times. Despite ongoing, much-valued
donations, we are in the unsustainable position whereby
each year our expenditure exceeds our income.

Calling all those with bright ideas (...or deep pockets!)
DUDDINGSTON VILLAGE CONSERVATION SOCIETY

Since the last Paddock newsletter the City Council
has carried out the promised changes to the speed
control humps in The Causeway. Hopefully,
Causeway residents are noticing a difference.  The
previous speed humps were generally considered
to be quite inadequate to the task, and those which
have been installed replicate the ones in Old Church
Lane, which have successfully encouraged cars to
slow down.  In addition, it is hoped that the new speed
humps on each of the short lengths of The Causeway
make life a little safer for the residents there.

It is imperative that the Council is not allowed to
believe that this is the problem sorted.  These minor
changes in the village were just one of three key
recommendations of the Duddingston Traffic
Working Group.    In addition, we are promised that
efforts will be made to persuade Historic Scotland to
reduce the speed limit throughout the Park to 20 mph
(as it currently is past St Margaret’s Loch);  and the
Council has undertaken to consider applying the
Active Travel Action Plan policies - currently being
piloted in The Grange, to an area which includes
Duddingston Village.

The Council must be held to deliver on these
promises too.  We have managed marginally to
reduce the speed of traffic through the village, but
there is certainly no noticeable reduction in volume.

Archives Traffic
As residents of Duddingston Village and the
surrounding conservation area we are privileged to
be surrounded by a unique natural environment, and
a built heritage which is steeped in history.

For more than 50 years the Duddingston Village
Conservation Society has made its best efforts to
protect and conserve these precious gifts and in so
doing has itself developed a fascinating archive of
material which reflects the history of the area as well
as the history of the Society.

This archive is kindly stored for us by the Kirk, in the
Manse basement, and the Minister is very pleased
for anyone who wishes to refer to it to do so either
when the office is open, or by prior arrangement.

In these days when interest in local and family
history is on the rise, this is an excellent resource.
The DVCS hopes that it will be used to further
develop interest, and maybe more research, into
the history of Duddingston and the people who
have lived here.

In addition, the DVCS was very pleased to have been
bequeathed a number of paintings of Duddingston
by the late April Johnson-Marshall.  These remain in
store until a decision is taken on where and how they
may be displayed.

The DVCS Committee have therefore been
scratching their heads to come up with some new
fundraising ideas and events that will enable us not
only to continue to carry out our daily work protecting
the village’s interests, but also to embrace exciting
future projects and improvements in the village, of
the sort that the McNiven Bequest allowed in the past.

We’ve come up with some ideas which we hope to
share with you at this year’s AGM. In the meantime,
if you have a flash of fundraising inspiration, please
do let me know. I should also be delighted to talk to
you if you wish to discuss donating to the Society or
remembering the village in your will.

The DVCS can only represent your views to the Council and other institutions if we are all members.  It costs
nothing to join.  Simply contact the DVCS secretary – secretary@duddingston-village.org.uk - or visit the website
and download the membership form there.

Join the DVCS

www.duddingston-village.org.uk

Contact: Bryony Reid, DVCS Treasurer, 60 The Causeway    br@macarthurinvestment.com     07802 868 508



Open day and launch of the
Measured Walk
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THE FIELD

April was a month of  anticipation and anxiety for the
orchard.  We have grafted over 100 rootstocks .  Over
the next  few weeks  we will see how many will spring
into life.  Do have a  look as you go past, and wish
them on.

In the main orchard planted last year we can hope
for some blossom over the same period.  The newly
planted plum orchard with a collection of eight trees
is showing signs of life.  The new tree nursery in the
field is fully planted with rootstocks.

The Hens

The Orchard

As part of the work to make the field safe for public
access, we commissioned a survey of all the old trees
in the field. This found possible bat roosts, so a bat
survey was needed. Finally, Arbor Vitae tree surgeons
were able to carry out all of the urgent safety work,
which included felling one rotten tree and removing
dangerous branches from several others. The remain-
ing trees and treestumps, as well as the piles of fallen
branches, will provide nest sites and food for birds
and insects. Thanks to City of Edinburgh Council and
Scottish Community Foundation for funding this.
There will be more work to be done later in the year,
mainly removing dangerous branches. We hope the
old trees will last until the new ones planted over the
last two years have grown up to replace them.

Many people have been involved in planting trees and
a hedge along the east side of the field - this year we
were given another 800 trees by the Woodland Trust.

A group collected ash seeds from trees in the field in
autumn 2011.  They were stratified (i.e. buried) for a
year before being sown in seed trays this spring. They
are now sprouting and are being pricked out into tree
cell trays to grow on for planting next winter. The other
seeds (dog rose and hawthorn) have suffered from hun-
gry mice but hopefully there will be a few seedlings.

Wild flowers are sprouting in seed trays in the cold
frame, to be planted out later in the year to diversify
the meadow area.

A kissing gate is being built at the top of the field, to
tidy up that entrance and dissuade mountain-bikers
from damaging the field and its paths. There will soon
be a new entrance from the Paddock at the bottom of
the field and benches at points along the paths.

Tree surgery

Gates

Planting trees and wild flowers
Plans are well underway to launch the Measured Walk
on Saturday 15th June. Please put the date in your
diary and come along to help host the day, bring
friends and family or just enjoy meeting people and
exploring. The idea of some gently staged walking
with strategically placed benches is attracting inter-
est from local individuals and organised groups from
further afield. Thanks to funding from Scottish Com-
munity Foundation and for donations towards the
benches - more gifts always welcome. Contact the
treasurer jimmycorcoran@email.com or talk with any
of us.

Community Land: www.duddingston-village.org.uk
Field: www.duddingstonfield.org.uk

See the Diary for work days and events

More information

At the end of April, our flock of hens was sadly attacked by
foxes. Only three of the eleven  survived. We have strength-
ened the fence and purchased  twelve new hens at a total
cost of £180. They are settling in and will give us all a lot of
pleasure and different coloured eggs. Thanks to extra do-
nations approaching £60, we have just about covered the
cost of the new birds so they continue to be ‘self-financing’.

But our reserves of £100, built up over the first half of the
budget year, are now gone and with them our hope of
replacing the hen house. We are asking for an increased
donation of £2 per half dozen or 35p per egg - some have
been paying that already. Money and eggs in green chicken
hut, as usual - please note what you take and pay or owe.
Extra donations welcome. The green hen rota has contact
details: in case you see anything untoward.

The hens are in the Field, through the top Paddock. They al-
ways enjoy your visits - put food scraps such as bread (not too
much and not too far gone), cooked root veg and grains (but no
avocado or citrus ) in the flat tray to keep them out of the mud.



COMMUNITY GARDEN NEWS

More Plant Pots Please
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The compost is helping build up the fertility of the
garden.  Thanks to all who have contributed to it.
Please bring more.

1. Put kitchen waste in the green plastic  “Johanna”
bin to stop beasties getting at it.

2. Put garden waste in the current compost box, but,
please, no wood or sticks, stones, plastic, glass or
anything that won’t rot.

4. Put logs for cutting by the logstore.  Put sticks,
branchy stuff, etc on the conservation pile in the field.
Please don’t put anything on the tennis court until
there’s a bonfire planned as it gets in the way of
games and parties.

Compost, Sticks and Wood
The garden needs your old plant pots, plastic or clay,
all sizes, for potting veg and flowers.  Also toilet roll
cardboard inners - very useful for starting off veg.
Please put them in the chicken shed. Many thanks to
all those who have already contributed.

Please come and join in undertaking seasonal,
sociable gardening jobs on the last Sunday each
month from 10 am onwards (see diary). 

If you want to potter during the week and at other
times, there is a Garden Book (in the shed under the
steps in the veg garden) with regularly updated news
and tasks. You’ll find it in the shed beside the steps
in the lower garden. Claudia and other gardeners
are often here on Thursdays if you want advice,
suggestions or company while you work.

Join in!

Spring is here, at last! A taste of enjoyment to come
at the recent gardening day. The next ‘official’
gardening day is Sunday 26th May, but there’s plenty
to be done on Thursdays, sunny evenings and
weekends.

The greenhouse is proving its worth already - very
many thanks to Harry Elwin  who kindly donated it
as well as to everyone who was involved in
constructing it, and installing a water supply.

ready.  As always,  notice boards and green tops on
the canes will let you know what’s good to pick.

Once again, we are asking for donations towards the
costs of running the garden - for purchasing seeds
and equipment, and for large items such as a marquee
for shelter during events. Last year’s Veg Club, with a
suggested donation of £25, moved us towards
covering the running costs of the vegetable garden.

This year, we’re  hoping for  a similar amount (or
more) from those who enjoy and want to support the
community land, whatever other contributions you
make ‘in kind’ or through your labour. If you haven’t
already done so, please  post your donation through
Bryony’s letterbox (60 The Causeway - cheques
payable to DVCS).  Mark your envelope ‘community
land’.  If you are able to claim Gift Aid on your
donation, please make sure DVCS has your name
and address - this will add at least 20% to the value
of your contribution.  Also print your name and email
address if you would like to be added to the Garden
Users Group email list.

Everyone is welcome to join Garden Users Group
meetings in the Sheep Heid on alternate Thursday
evenings - reminders, notes of actions and decisions
are circulated by email and posted to the Garden
Book.

We are looking forward to the sunny celebration
events and spontaneous gatherings in the tennis
court. If you have ideas for events or fund raisers
with which you’d like to help, please email
garden@duddingston-village.org.uk

Many people are joining in with the new growing
season, to judge by the numbers who have planted
seeds, checked or watered seedlings as they walk
past and are now working to prepare the garden for
all the new crops.

Don’t forget that, once the fruits of our labours start
to appear, picking and enjoying the produce is a vital
part of the success of the garden. For our own well
 being and for the health of the garden, it’s important
that we each do what we enjoy, so do feel encouraged
to harvest fruit, veg and flowers as they become
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How enterprising of Dr Neil’s Garden Trust to
organise a fiftieth anniversary year of celebration.
Thanks to Susan Mercer for her inspirational idea
for an evening in celebration of gold.   Aspects
of Gold proved to be the perfect start to the year:
a resonant title, stimulating speakers and an
attentive audience. Appropriately around 50
people attended the evening.

Roger Mercer took us back into the mists of
human history to tell us about the use of gold in
celebrations and traced its use in ornaments and
adornments until recent times. The audience was
enthralled by the amount of information Roger

Celebrating fifty years of Dr Neil’s Garden: Aspects of Gold
had brought together especially about the trade
around Europe from early times. He also
reminded us about the link with what was
happening locally here in Duddingston, including
the famed Duddingston Hoard, and showed
some wonderful slides of exquisite Irish gold
jewellery.

Alan Cameron, an archivist and financial
historian, gave us a great insight into the
evolution of currency around Europe and the role
which gold played in the coinage at various
periods. Many of us had probably not realised
that paper currency was a relatively late

introduction once trading
partners felt that they could
trust each other with
promissory notes. Most
surprising was the variation
over time of the metals used
in coins and how coins were
cut into smaller pieces to
represent different
denominations.

Gaynor Turner deployed her
consummate acting skills and
displayed her extensive
knowledge of gold in jewellery.
She defied us all with her
simple question: which is
heavier an ounce of gold or an
ounce of feathers. Simple we
all thought: they are the same.
No she said as the troy ounce
used for measuring the weight
of gold is heavier than an
ordinary ounce. To illustrate
the malleability of gold she
showed us a small piece of
gold which, when stretched,
could reach from Edinburgh to
Glasgow. And, I am sure she
stimulated some of the
menfolk into buying their good
ladies some gold jewellery
from McIntyre’s after her
elegantly persuasive talk.

Over a glass we enjoyed the
convivial i ty of Dr Neil ’s
opening celebration and we
wish Jim Baird, Susan Mercer
and the team well for the other
celebrations.
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(continued from front cover)
hold the traffic for us as we
marched behind the musicians,
and Jesus with the cross, up into
The Causeway.  The Evening
News had a wonderful picture of
this procession in its next day’s
issue.

After stopping for a scene where
a Roman soldier had a very
heated argument with his wife
about a cloak that he had won by
drawing lots, we moved into the
grounds of Hawthornbrae.  Here
Simon of Cyrene, a lamp maker,
took over bearing the burden of
carrying the cross.  Jimmy
Corcoran must have a rather
unique photograph of this scene,
as it was taken through an
upstairs window of his
house.  Our thanks for his
permission to use the grounds.

Then it was on round the corner
by the Sheep Heid Inn to the Kirk
gates where two thieves were
strung up on wooden crosses,
before we returned to the Church
Gardens for the crucifixion
scene.  The Scotsman had a
beautiful picture of Mary
Magadelene and Mary the Mother
of Jesus in front of Jesus on the
cross.  The photograph in the
newspaper was part of a montage
of international Easter scenes
with the Duddingston picture at
the top right, the Pope addressing
the crowds in St Peter’s Square
immediately to the left, and the
Queen accepting flowers from
some children immediately
below.  High company indeed!

We had lots of very positive
feedback from the audience as
they departed.  One man shook
my hand and said how thrilling it
had been.  “You felt as though
your were right there in the thick
of it,” he said, referring to the
actors and audience being mixed
in together.  A woman with

To The Cross (ctd from front cover)
youngsters who had acted in the
children’s scene was ecstatic
about the whole event.  Another
person even  congratulating the
stewards who had done a
splendid job.

It may have been a cold day, but
the sun certainly shone on us that
Easter afternoon.
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It’s great to see the Paddock newsletter back and I
would like to take this opportunity to thank all those
involved in putting the Paddock together for their hard
work and dedication to the community.

I must, however, take this opportunity to say something
about a small group of people who seem to have no
concern for our community. Yes it can’t have failed to
escape the attention of anybody that our streets
continue to be littered with dog dirt and rubbish. Sadly,
there are people who seem to have no concern for the
environment or society. That is why I’m glad to see that
that our Council Environmental Wardens have been
out in force recently (you might not have noticed them
as they have been out in plain clothes). In February,
over £1500 of fines were handed out locally.

To that end I appeal to those who litter and let their dog
mess. If you don’t pick up after your dog and put your
rubbish in the bin, you will be fined sooner or later. Spend
the money on something you want rather than a fine and
be considerate of your neighbours. To school children
who litter at lunch time (you know who you are), remember
you are the future. The environment is your future and
hopefully your legacy, so start respecting it now.

To end on a happier note, summer is around the
corner and I hope you all enjoy it and if your going
away safe travels!

When I was a young lad growing up in Dalkeith, I
remember playing football in the street for hours, or
involved in games at our local community centre until
we were too tired to cause any mischief in the
neighbourhood.  I’m not saying I was the perfect young
boy, but we did have activities available that generally
kept us out of trouble.

Nowadays, it’s not possible to play football in the street
and the community centre in Woodburn is no longer.
However I am pleased to report that in our area, thanks
to the Council and Scottish Government, a new 3G pitch
has been installed at Meadowbank. This is the second
3G pitch (the other is at Lochend Park) that has been
jointly funded between the Council and Cashback money.

I welcome these new pitches as it gives our young folk
something to do in the evenings.  From the evidence of
the Lochend pitch, which is well used, it has a real positive
effect in the neighbourhood and not least the health
benefits.  Not that everything is perfect, there is still more
to do, but every new facility must be welcomed.

Cashback for Communities is money that is seized from
criminals and then dispersed to communities throughout
Scotland, I’m sure no one would disagree with that, apart
from the criminals!  Over £45million has been seized
and thanks must go to our local MSP, Kenny MacAskill,
who, as Justice Minister, is responsible for the scheme.

MESSAGES FROM OUR ELECTED REPRESENTATIVES
Councillor Alex Lunn Councillor Stefan Tymkewycz
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MESSAGES FROM OUR ELECTED REPRESENTATIVES

Since I last wrote, the debate about independence has continued
with vigour - and confusion.  Recently there has been a lot of
discussion about what could happen to the pound.  For better or
worse, most people I speak would rather be part of the UK, using
pounds rather than Euros or another currency altogether. We use
the pound because we have shared our trade, prosperity, and our
problems with the rest of the UK.  As part of the UK, the pound –
one of the oldest, strongest and most successful currencies in the
world – is our currency.  It might not feel like it sometimes, but the
stability of the pound has meant we have enjoyed better stability
than some of our neighbours since 2008. If we already have the
pound, why go through complex arrangements like those in the
Eurozone just to ensure we have continued use?  Scotland faces
critical issues such as how to create jobs and tackle the needs of an
ageing society.  To retreat from current arrangements to be met
with further difficulties, can only affect our ability to achieve better
results for Scotland.

The ‘Bedroom Tax’ is affecting families - in and out of work – who
are having their Housing Benefit reduced if they have spare
bedrooms.  The UK Government says they can choose to pay the
difference or move to smaller properties.  The policy overlooks the
fact that some disabled people live in adapted houses, and there is
an acute shortage of suitable housing to move to!

Edinburgh Council has said it will help families by providing additional
funding to make sure those greatest in need receive help to make
up the shortfall, and that families who end up in arrears and have
played by the rules are not evicted. The Scottish Government –
which has failed to build enough suitable homes in recent years – is
still to come up with much in the way of practical help.

A new all-weather 3G pitch has opened at Meadowbank
Sports Centre.  The project was funded partly by the
Scottish Government CashBack for Communities
programme which contributed £300,000. The Cashback
initiative takes cash seized from crime and invests it back
into community projects for young people.

Local MSP, Kenny MacAskill was invited to attend the
opening in his Edinburgh Eastern constituency.  He said:
“I was delighted to have the opportunity to open the new
state of the art facilities at Meadowbank. It’s fantastic to
see first-hand how money seized from criminals has been
invested in quality facilities the length and breadth of the
country. These will undoubtedly boost the development
of grass roots football and rugby in Scotland, whilst also
offering local communities opportunities to adopt healthier
and more active lifestyles.

‘The 3G pitch is an excellent new addition to
Meadowbank Sports Centre. Meadowbank’s new pitch
has been build to a quality standard - a great
improvement from the concrete hard pitches I have
played on.  ‘I was pleased to hear that Leith Athletic will
become the venue’s home club.  They are a true
community focused club that invest time in both their
male and female teams.   And, of course, other local
teams and schools throughout the city will be able to
make good use of the new outdoor facilities.  Let’s hope
that the pitch encourages more young people to get
involved in sport bringing lasting benefit to the
community.’

Kenny MacAskill MSP Sheila Gilmore MP
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Do not forget the wonderful variety of nature around our
village as the longer days allow us out in the evening and
the, hopefully, better weather makes us want to have a
walk locally.

The old volcano is a fascinating place where you can still
see lots of features from when it was active 360 million
years! Walk along the Queen’s Drive and see the rubble
that came rolling down the volcano and solidified.   See
how the intrusion of the liquid magma fired the underlying
rock at Hutton’s section at the eastern end of the Radical
Road. And see the section itself and ponder how this
helped the founder of the actuality of Deep Time, Dr James
Hutton, to realise that Earth was greater than 4,400 years
old which was the prevailing theological view at the time.

Look at the nooks and crannies at the bottom of Samson’s
Ribs and along the Queen’s Drive where the castle rock
comes into view to see plants which are struggling to
survive having been re-introduced after they were
collected to oblivion by our Victorian forefathers. Sticky
catchfly is a beautiful pink flower in June for example.

Nature Around Duddingston
Wonder at the exquisite rock roses growing improbably
out of rock crevasses. Marvel at the sedums clinging onto
bare rock. And gather the natural harvest of the autumn
brambles.

And do not forget the birds. Right now climb onto the
knoll above Windy Gowl and look right into the nests of
the Grey Herons: a splendid colony of around 20 breeding
pairs so close to the City. Count the pairs of Mute Swans
nesting around Duddingston Loch and hope that, for once,
there might be successful breeding on Dunsapie Loch if
the predatory gulls can be defeated. Listen for the Great
Spotted Woodpecker hammering away. Watch the
Canada Geese flighting out on the daily journey for feeding
and back for roosting. And listen to that amazing raucous
sound of the rooks gathering into the ash trees along the
side of the Innocent Railway.

I hope that your rambles in and round the Village, Holyrood
Park, Meadowfield Community Woods, The Field and
Bawsinch will be just a exciting and rewarding as mine
have been over the last 17 years.

The famous Sheep Heid Beer Festival is back this summer (24th – 26th of May), with local ales and ales from
across the country.  Live Music provided by 4 of the finest local Musicians – starring Louis Abbot the front man
from the up and coming Scottish band Admiral Fallow playing a live set on the Saturday night (7pm till 9pm).
Come along enjoy the Scottish Summer with cold ales and live music in our beautiful beer garden.



Letter to the Editor
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To celebrate the 10th Anniversary
of Richmond’s Hope, we are
hosting a Fun Day on Saturday
1st June from 11am until 3pm in
the Manse Gardens.

Richmond’s Hope is a charity
started by the Minister’s wife to
help children through
bereavement.   Over the last ten
years, many families have been
helped by the project.

The fun day will include various
bands playing during the
afternoon, a pets’ corner, donkey
rides in the glebe, bouncy castle
and sumo wrestling!    There will
be various stalls selling food and
home baking.

Richmond’s Hope is extending to
our congregation an invitation to
come and join in this celebration
with a fun day for all the family.

This is a circular Guided Walk on
Sunday 26th May, from 2 to 4 pm.
It is one of Duddingston Kirk’s
educative initiatives for 2013.

The walk will be led by David
Fleming, starting from Duddingston
Church Hall and going to St
Leonard’s via the Windy Gowl and
returning by the St Leonard’s Tunnel
and the path of the Innocent Railway.
There will be several stops along the
way for sharing snippets of historical
interest and looking at old pictures
and maps.   Those attending should
bring a torch.

We shall encounter the Park Dyke,
skirmishes and chases that took
place through the Windy Gowl, the
formation of Samson‘s Ribs, how
coals came from Dalkeith to
Edinburgh, the site of the very first
railway station in Edinburgh, how the
trains were hauled up the gradient
through a tunnel under Arthur’s Seat,
the running of the early morning
health train to Portobello, the student
rebellion that led to the burning down

of Priestfield (Prestonfield) House,
the view of Duddingston Kirk from
the west side of Duddingston Loch,
how army games were played out
on Cavalry Park in Sir Walter Scott’s
time, and the site of the 2nd World
War encampment at Duddingston.

The walk is free and is open to
anyone from anywhere.   Numbers
are limited to a maximum of 20.
Places should be booked in advance
and will be confirmed.    Please meet
at the Church Hall car park (on
Duddingston Road West) at 1.45
p.m.

To book your place, you can:
Phone David Fleming on 0131 661
2598;
OR post your name, address, phone
number and saying you wish to
book for the St Leonard’s Walk to
Church Office, 5 Old C h u r c h
Lane, Edinburgh EH15 3PX;
OR e-mail info@no25.co.uk with the
same information.

St Leonard’s WalkFun Day

Dear Duddingston Residents
We are writing to ask if you would help us persuade
the Council that some action needs to be taken in
respect of the disgusting state of Cavalry Park
Playing Fields. We have been in correspondence
with officials and councillors for around 2 years now,
to no avail. We are extremely concerned that this
community asset - which should be available to be
used by us and our children - is a danger and a
health hazard, especially due to the plethora of
broken glass all over the fields.  We have asked
for simple measures such as the installation of bins
to be undertaken, but have been met with bland
promises, procrastination and very little action.

On that basis we would like to ask residents to join
us in sending the following petition to the council.

“We, the undersigned, demand that the Council take
immediate and substantive action to deal with the
problems in the Cavalry Park Playing Fields, which
should be available as a community asset. In
particular, we are concerned that a serious accident

is going to take place as a result of the plethora of
broken glass which litters the fields.  We ask that
simple measures such as the installation of (and
regular emptying of) litter bins are undertaken. We
do not find the state of these playing fields to be
acceptable, and as council tax payers ask that the
Council has more regard in particular for the safety
of young children, walkers and others who wish to
use this community facility.”

It would be very helpful to know if you would be
willing to add your name to this. Please let us know
if you have any other suggestions for what action
we might take.  We regularly clear up the litter that
we find ourselves in the playing fields but it is an
enormous and disheartening task!

We can be contacted at deborahsmith@fastmail.fm
Thanks and regards,

Deborah Smith & Gianni Filippi
43 Cavalry Park Drive
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Kathleen White has moved to 41
The Causeway from just around
the corner in Meadowfield. She
and her grandson Patrick love pop-
ping up to feed the hens and she's
also keen to learn more about
growing & harvesting vegetables.

I l ive at number 4 (The
Causeway) with my two golden
retrievers, Mullarky and Ruby.

We moved here from a city
centre flat in October last year. I
haven’t looked back and the dogs
can’t believe their luck. Having a
garden has been great for the
dogs and, with the improved
weather, I am starting to feel the
benefits too. I can’t wait to see
the garden in full bloom after the
long winter that we have had.

Everyone that I have met  in the
village has been very friendly,  I

Over the last couple of years there
have been quite a few comings
and goings in the village.  We miss
those who have left and welcome
those who have come.  One
person we will miss above all is
Myra Wright. 

In March the City of Edinburgh
Council reported on the quality of
education in Holy Rood RC High
School as a follow up to the HMIe
inspection of 2011.

Holy Rood RC High School Pupils Enjoy Learning!

Comings, goings & celebrations
Myra Wright

I am from Germany and André is
from Brazil.   When we first visited
Duddingston we immediately
enjoyed the village atmosphere,
despite its closeness to the city
centre. We are very happy we
found such a lovely place! Our two
dogs, Oliver and Mika, just love to
run in the park!

From Antonia Twenhoefel
at 44 The Causeway

Roger and Lindsay Crofts
See Chairman’s letter; P2

really appreciate the welcome and
hospitality that has been extended
to me. It is clear that there is a
strong but relaxed sense of
community here which I would
very much like to be a part of.

There are many positive aspects
about living here, not least the
benefits of feeling of living in the
country while being a stone’s
throw from the city centre,
however, one of the things I like
the most is the sense of
tranquility in Dr Neil’s Garden. It’s
an absolute gem, right on my
doorstep.

The Report states that attainment
of Holy Rood pupils “across a
range of subjects, including
English and Maths, is much
better than other schools serving
young people with similar needs
and backgrounds”. It also says
that pupils enjoy their learning
and are articulate and confident
and know they are valued and
their views listened to.

Leadership at all levels was
praised and the report concluded
by saying, “Holy Rood High School
provided a very good standard of
education for its pupils”.

The Head Teacher, Lorraine
Legrix, and staff are delighted
with the report and feel it
accurately reflects the life and
work of the school.

From Mary Moultrie 

Farewell to Luke and Lee Burgess
of 46a The Causeway, and also to
Carmen Matutes and Joseph
Sakobics of 25 The Causeway, who
have moved away.

Apologies to those missed out this
time - we’ll try and get you in the next
Paddock. Please send your news -
comings, goings and celebrations -
to newsletter@duddingston-
village.org.uk

Myra, who latterly cared for her
husband Alex, was the life and
soul of the village - always
stopping to tell you all the latest
news. Everyone who came to live
here was welcomed by Myra. Her
caring and concern for others
always shone through. She
neither walked nor ran when
going on her many rounds, but
bustled - apt because in her
earlier life she was a bus driver.

After Alex her husband died, the
years of caring appeared to catch up
with Myra, physically and mentally,
until regretfully she had to go into a
residential home in Peffermill.  She
welcomes visitors and misses village
life very much. We wish her well in
these sunset years.


