
DUDDINGSTON VILLAGE CONSERVATION SOCIETY 

The Paddock
Dear Members
I wrote you back at the end of October to report that 
our complaint to the Scottish Charity Regulator about 
the behaviour of the National Trust for Scotland 
towards us in respect of the McNiven Bequest had 
failed. However, I also reported that I had been able to 
negotiate that we purchase all the land for the sum of 
£50,000 but that we had to complete it by the end of  
February.  I indicated that we were immediately 
launching an appeal to raise the sum of £75,000 so as 
to cover the purchase, legal fees and making the area 
safe. To be frank, I was worried that we wouldn’t be 
able to raise that amount of money in that time scale, 
or any time scale. I needn’t have worried because 
following the circulation of that letter we raised money  
astonishingly quickly. This was a cause that people 
really believed in. The fact that our purchase would 
deny use for commercial development by others, the 
benets to having our own space in the Conservation 
Area, the use of that space for leisure and fun as well as 

for growing fruit and 
vegetables and trees, 
and raising chickens 
for eggs. The 
message seemed to 
strike home that this 
was a once in a 
lifetime opportunity. 
We were most 
fortunate too in that 

in our community lives Sandy Richardson who 
specialises in fund raising, currently for the Tate in 
Dundee. With his leadership the fund-raising went 
extraordinarily well. Our sincere thanks are due to him 
and to our Treasurer, Bryony Reid and to our Secretary, 
Mary Moultrie. We have a really great team! 

So, it is with great pleasure that I can let you know 
formally that we have reached and exceeded our target 
to raise £75,000 and we will take possession of the land 
on 28th February. 

I would rst like to warmly 
thank our donors. Some came, 
of course, from Duddingston 
Village itself but a very 
signicant percentage of the 
funds raised came from the 
other part of the Conservation 

Area in Cavalry Park Drive and Duddingston House and 
Courtyard. We also received donations from people 
who no longer live here at all but who used to live here 
or have happy memories of the area. A very big thank 
you to all who donated - without you this purchase 
would have failed and who knows what might have 
happened to the 
land. 

But now we are on 
our own, in effect 
there is no McNiven 
Bequest, the NTS 
have decided, after 
legal advice that they 
can use it for 
whatever they like. 
So we have new responsibilities to take up. However, I 
believe that our ownership will create a new spirit; 
instead of blaming NTS we will have to get on and 
make things happen ourselves including raising funds 
to maintain the land. 

The current management will carry on through the 
Community Garden Subcommittee until the DVCS sets 
up a long term arrangement for managing the land 
and we have asked them to carry out immediate work 
to make the place safe and more usable (e.g. tree work, 
drainage, making the byre safe) and to carry out a 
consultation about what people want the garden to be 
in the longer term.

In closing I want to thank Claudia who has done a 
superb job for us over the years. It is very unfortunate 
that with the NTS funds cut off from us we cannot 
afford to employ her but we really do appreciate all she 
has done.  I would also like to mention Roger Crofts 
who was central to the 
progress with the gardens 
and gave great energy and 
direction to the project. Now, 
the Community Land 
Subcommittee has taken 
over this role and I'd also like 
to it for all its hard work over 
the last year. 

Best wishes, 
Malcolm Windsor,  
Chairman .

“a very big 
thank you to 
all who 
donated”

A DATE FOR YOUR DIARY:
Duddingston Village Conservation Society Annual General Meeting  

8pm on Thursday 15th May Details overleaf

Purchase Complete - the Land is ours!
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DUDDINGSTON VILLAGE
CONSERVATION SOCIETY

Annual General Meeting
8pm Thursday 15th May 2014

in Duddingston Kirk Hall

This is the formal notication of the DVCS AGM. 
Please join us for the AGM, and afterwards for a 
convivial glass of wine. There will be vacancies on the 
committee and nominations are welcomed. 

Please send written nominations at least 5 days prior 
to the AGM, and including the names of a proposer 
and a seconder, to: The Secretary, Mary Moultrie, 6 
The Causeway, Duddingston Village, Edinburgh, 
EH15 3PZ 
or email: secretary@duddingston-village.org.uk.

The annual accounts will be presented at the 
meeting, and will be available on line. 

The accounts and minutes of the last meeting will be 
sent by e mail to registered members, and can be 
made available in hard copy on request.

DVCS members and people who donated for the 
purchase of the community garden are welcome to 
take part in a consultation to inuence the future of 
the community garden.  

While the use of the paddock, tennis court and veg 
garden have developed over the years, there may be 
extra things that could be done or ways in which they 
could be used and benet the community. 

The byre is a blank slate and could be used in many 
different ways.  Your opinions are important, so please 
complete and return the enclosed questionnaire and 
come along to the consultation meeting on Saturday 
5th April in the Kirk Hall.

For those who aren't familiar with 
it, the Community Garden (aka 
"The Community Land") is behind 
nos 48-56 The Causeway. The 
entrance is through the metal 
gates between 56 and 58 The 
Causeway and up the steep pend. 
It's a hidden gem, with four 
sections. The Paddock at the top is 
mainly a working area with sheds, 
tools and compost heaps (and a 
way through to the eld and the 
chickens). The tennis court in the 
middle is the village green and is 
where the marquee sits in summer 

and the Guy Fawkes bonre takes 
place. The vegetable garden is at 
the bottom and beside it the byre, 
which is not safe to go in at the 
moment.

A huge amount of coordinated 
activity goes on to maintain and 
improve the Community Garden 
and to produce vegetables and 
fruit to share. The vegetable 
garden takes most of the garden 
volunteers’ time, but there are 
many other types of practical work 
to be done in the other parts 
ranging from engineering projects, 
to mowing, from land drainage to 
repairing concrete standings or 
xing workbenches. 

Work days are the last sunday of 
each month and all are invited to 
help with the work, chat and often 
enjoy some treats or a glass or two 
brought along by a fellow garden 
worker.

If it is vegetable gardening that is 
of interest to you there is a Garden 
Users Group that meet regularly 
and plan and share the workload 
between them. As far as possible 
we try to reduce gardening costs 
by making our own compost 
instead of purchasing it. To help 
with this we ask residents to bring 
garden and /or kitchen waste to 

the land where it can be 
composted and provide lovely 
fresh vegetables for harvest. 

There is a ‘trafc light’ system in 
operation in the garden whereby 
crops that are ready to harvest are 
marked by a cane with a green tip 
at the head of the row. Crops that 
should not be harvested are 
marked with canes with red tips. 

The free range chickens that 
provide fresh eggs are housed in 
the Field. Their eggs are harvested 
daily and placed on the ‘Chicken 
Shed’ situated in the Paddock area 
at the top. Eggs are taken and paid 
for via an honesty box - just record 
your name, the number of eggs 
and the amount paid. 

The Community Garden: where is it and what is it?

The Paddock is published by Duddingston Village Conservation Society (SCIO 16606). 
Editors: Freda O'Byrne, Nick Marshall, Mary Moultrie.  Contributors: Morna Fergusson, Steve Harvey, Jim Jack, Nick 

Marshall, Mary Moultrie, Freda O'Byrne, Malcolm Windsor,
Photos: Freda O'Byrne, Liz of the Bizzy Lizzy   Layout: Freda O'Byrne   

Contact DVCS: Secretary, Mary Moultrie, 4 The Causeway, Edinburgh, EH15 3PZ. 
Email: secretary@duddingston-village.org.uk     Website: www.duddingston-village.org.uk

Consultation 
on the future of the 
Community Garden
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Bill Brown’s nephew Andrew described him as the most 
popular man he has ever known. Bill was born at 
Simpson’s Hospital in Edinburgh and brought up in the 
tenement at Duddingston Village, just next door to the 
famous Sheep Heid Pub. Bill was the older of two 
children to Bill and Bessie Brown. His father was a 
reman. Bill attended the school at Portobello and in 
his younger days he did a milk 
run in the village.

When Bill left school he secured a 
position with Bertram Sheens 
who made paper making 
machinery. Bill trained as an 
engineer. He described some of 
the machinery that they made as 
being as big as the village of 
Duddingston itself. It was with 
this plant that Bill would go to 
countries as far off as India, the 
United States and even New Zealand. Bill was 
responsible for setting up the new machinery, getting 
it to work, and training operators.

Throughout the 1970s Bill travelled all over the world. 
Perhaps it was that, or perhaps it was fond memories of 
his childhood, but Bill never lost his affection for 

Duddingston Village. He became an integral part of 
village life and was well known throughout the area.

His little house at 47 the Causeway – a home that his 
grandmother had lived in – was renovated by the 
brewery who owned it. Bill had to move out and was 
unsure if he was ever going to get back. He loved 

Duddingston and after being out 
of his home for more than a year 
you can imagine his joy at being 
able to return.

After his employment with 
Bertram Sheens, Bill found a job at 
the University of Edinburgh in the 
late 1980s. He retired from the 
University as a supervisory janitor 
at the age of 66 years old.

But Bill had his faults – he was a 
keen Hearts supporter! Bill was 

also interested in speedway as one of his old friends, 
Freddie Chalmers, had been a speedway rider. Bill also 
was good at golf and enjoyed playing darts.

Bill’s friends at the Sheep Heid are to put a bench in his 
memory in the pub courtyard, positioned just outside 
the window of his house – a tting memorial.

Now we have the land, the hard work (and fun) starts.  
As Malcolm Windsor said, the Community Garden 
Subcommittee is managing the land until a more 
permanent management arrangement can be found, 
and DVCS members will be asked to consider the 
options at the AGM in May. The CGS has already been 
active in making the garden safe and usable, with a 
tree survey (and tree surgeons to carry out safety 
work very soon); work to improve drainage and 
prevent ooding; and a structural survey of the Byre.

This will be followed up by work to make the byre 
safe, so that we can all look inside and consider what 
it can be used for.  There'll also be further work to sort 
out the drainage.  At the same time, there'll be a 
consultation with all members of the community 
about how the land (and byre) can be used in future.  
The consultation questionnaire is enclosed, and this 
will be followed by a consultation meeting, where an 

analysis of the responses will be presented 
(anonymity guaranteed) and the relative support for 
different options or activities will be gauged.

While there may not be much to do to make much of 
the land more usable, the byre is the big question.  It's 
a large space with scope for a great variety of 
community and fundraising activities.  It will need 
careful design to make the most of the space and 
make it as exible as possible, while still being a 
comfortable indoor space.

We'll need to think about making money for upkeep 
of the building and the land - several thousand 
pounds a year.  There's already been interest in having 
a wedding celebration so hiring it out will be a 
possible money-spinner.  The important thing is that 
we use this space for the best benet to the 
community - to enjoy, learn, no doubt work and build 
on the neighbourliness of Duddingston.

What happens next?

Subscribe
to support the commmunity garden!

Please use the enclosed subscription form to commit 
to making an annual donation towards the upkeep of 
the land.  Annual running costs will come to several 
thousand pounds and regular donations will be crucial 
(along with fundraising events and produce sales) to 
meet these costs.  

Your donation is increased by 20% or 40% if you sign 
the gift aid section, which allows us to claim back the 
tax you have paid.  Thank you for your support.

The First Thursday First Thirty Club
hosted by Steve Harvey

will open Upstairs at the Sheep Heid
at 7.30 on Thursday 6th March 

featuring leading Scottish poet Andrew Greig 
Guest poets for April & May are 

Jennifer Williams and Edinburgh Makar 
Ron Butlin

For further details, see ftftclub.weebly.com

Remembering Bill Brown - a wonderful character



Holyrood Park Events 2014

Coolest Walk on Earth! 
 9 February - A guided walk to 
discover how the landscape of 
Holyrood Park has been shaped 
and sculpted by ice.

Within These Walls 
2 March & 22nd June - Three hour 
guided boundary wall walk 
exploring the historical 
background and ownership of the 
park. See how the natural resources 
of the park were utilised by the 
working class.

Watch out Toads About! 
29 March - The spring migration 
toad collection and release into 
Dunsapie Loch. .

Arthur's Secrets 
1 April, 8 April, 15 April, 22 April, 29 
April, 6 May, 13 May , 20 May, 27 
May, 3 June, 10 June, 17 June, 24 
June, 1 July, 8 July, 15 July, 22 July, 
29 July  - Discover the fascinating 
world of Holyrood Park and 
Arthur's Seat.

John Muir Tour
19 April - a tour of Holyrood to 
mark the launch of the John Muir 
way on the 175th birthday of one 
of the founding fathers of 
conservation. 

Minibeast - Monsterbeast 
17 May - Help us mark Scotland’s 
Nature Festival. Discover all about 
giant insects and spiders from 
around the world – you may even 
get a chance to handle them.

Arthur's Amble
2 June 2014, 16 June , 30 June, 14 
July , 28 July - An easy graded walk 
to discover the fascinating world of 
Holyrood Park and Arthur's Seat.

Arthur's Adventure 
9 June, 23 June, 7 July, 21 July
An exciting guided walk over more 
challenging routes within the Park.

Duddingston Kirk News

STILLNESS SERVICES:   Every 
Wednesday morning from 10am 
until 10:30am in the Kirk.  This 
thirty minute service starts with a 
short piece of music and concludes 
with a prayer.   It is open to all who 
want to take time in the midst of 
busy lives to be with God.

VESTRY HOUR:   The Minister is 
available most Wednesday 
evenings from 6.30 to 8.     
No appointment is necessary.

Help Syrian refugees as they 
struggle to feed their families.

You can make a difference.
It's as easy as setting 
'A Place at the Table'.

On Sunday 9th March, we're asking 
you to consider setting an extra 
place at your table or in a 
restaurant and giving the money 
you would have spent on that extra 
meal to help Syrian refugees.

The money raised will support our 
partner Church in Syria and 

Lebanon which is reaching out to 
the displaced people in Syria and 
the surrounding countries.    
£20 will provide a family of ve 
with food for one month.
£22 will provide a family of ve 
with enough hygiene products to 
last one month.

You can download a placemat and 
other resources from the website at 
www.churchofscotland.org.uk/
place_at_the_table

Silent Auction
in aid of Dr Neil's Garden

3 June 2014:   7.30 - 8.30pm
in the Kirk Hall

Entrance only £2

Come along to  grab a bargain!

If you haven't been to a Silent 
Auction there will be lots of people 
to show you how easy it is to bid 
without speaking. It's great fun, 
and we will have lots of useful and 
lovely items for sale.

If you would like to donate 
something and you would like Dr 
Neil's Garden to benet from its 
sale, we would be more than happy  
to take it off your hands.   We are 
looking for quality items still in 
good condition: household goods, 
ornaments, jewelry, meals out, hair 
and beauty treatments vouchers 
etc etc...etc. 

Barbara Anderson can collect and 
store donations. Call her on 0131 
661 7444 or text on 07854 748013.

Duddingston Festival
 24-25 May 2014

A weekend of poetry music story telling and talks taking place in 
Dr Neils Garden, Duddingston Kirk, the Millar Hall, the Sheep Heid 

and the Duddingston Village Community Land

Guest performer John Hegley
Saturday evening concert organised by local musician

Mike McGeary
www.duddingstonfestival.org.uk

Dear Reader,
Rumour has it that there is going to 
be a Dog Festival in Duddingston! 
Yes really!  There will be Strut your 
Mutt - a six legged fashion show,
The Sherlock Bones Treasure Trail, 
Mastermutt - the Canine Quiz, an 
Agility course for the more 
energetic amongst us,  a Rufe 
with lots of lovely prizes, TREATS 
from some chap 
called Harry - 
even a 
Tombonio! 
Keep your ears 
pricked and 
listen out for 
more details 
soon!

Field Group Work Days
2nd Saturday each month:

Feb - 15       Mar - 8
    Apr - 12       May - 10

 Jun - 14       Jul - 12
   Aug - 9         Sep - 13
  Oct - 11        Nov - 8

Dec - 13
All work days start at 11 am

Community Vegetable 
Garden Work Days

Last sunday each month:
Feb - 23       Mar -30
Apr - 27       May - 25
Jun - 29       Jul - 27

Aug - 31       Sep - 28
Oct -26 (clocks back day)

Nov - 30       Dec - 28
All work days start at 10 am
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