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Dear Mr Gudgeon 
 
Thank you for your prompt response to my letter sent to the CEC Chief Executive. We are 
grateful for the background information but we have some questions about it. In the Society's 
letter we asked you to confirm that the procedure required by S.65 of The Planning (Listed 
Buildings and Conservation Areas) (Scotland) Act, 1997 had been complied with. Has S.65, 
the contents of which I am sure you are fully aware, not yet been brought into effect, or, if it 
has, had it, by June 2009, been repealed or amended in such a way as to relieve the City 
Council of the responsibilities set out in it? If you were able to produce, from your records, 
appropriate evidence of the press and site notices then the DVCS would have no cause for 
complaint, at least about that element. 
 
We are aware of a local planning authority's power to vary the terms of a planning permission 
provided any changes proposed are not material. We are, however, very surprised indeed that, 
in this case, the council determined the changes not to be material. These changes included a 
vastly increased area of hard surfacing, alterations to the site boundary wall along Old 
Church Lane, widening of the vehicular access and the installation of automatic gates 
involving the loss of significant trees, a change of use and re-siting of an ancillary building 
also requiring tree loss, alterations to the northern elevation consequent upon a proposed 
rearrangement of the rooms inside the building and construction of a balcony on the southern 
elevation. These are not insignificant matters in a Conservation Area in a uniquely sensitive 
location adjacent to and clearly visible from a Royal Park. 
 
We consider that your letter makes no serious attempt to deal with the matters raised in 
Sections 2 and 3 of our letter but merely restates the (frequently) unsubstantiated remarks 
made in The Report of Handling. 
 
Our complaint is not about something that can be airily dismissed as "...an administrative 

 



error..." It concerns a thoroughgoing neglect of both policy and procedure, as well as a 
slapdash lack of care in dealing with development proposals at Craigneuk. 
 
We also note that Historic Scotland were not consulted on the application. If so that is 
astonishing as not only are they the nearest neighbour but, as we understand it, they have a 
special, responsibility for developments proposed in a Conservation Area.  
 
In short, we feel that this application was very poorly handled and proper procedures were 
not carried out leading to an inappropriate development at a very sensitive place.  How can 
we, as a Conservation body have any confidence in the planning processes if they are handled 
like this in one of the most sensitive spots in the whole area, the interface between the Royal 
park and Duddingston Village?  
 
It is for these reasons that we wish to pursue our complaint to the next stage and for the 
Council to set in motion a Senior Officer Investigation of this case, including any 
ramifications for other Conservation Areas, as soon as may be practicable. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
Dr Malcolm Windsor  
 
Copy to Ms Barbara Cummins, Historic Scotland 
 
 
 
 
 


