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Message from the Chairman 

We have changed our name: we are now the 
Duddingston Conservation Society (DCS).  This 
change reflects better our constitution, which 
covers the entire Duddingston Conservation 
Area, and extends far beyond  the Village.  Also, 
we want to attract more residents from other 
parts of the Conservation Area, such as Cavalry 
Park Drive and Duddingston House, some of 
whom responded most generously to our 
appeal for buying the community land, and are 
keen supporters and contributors.   

The name change, while increasing our 
membership and leverage, will also increase our 
skills base, enable more residents to enjoy the 
benefits of membership and make the Society 
more representative of its community.  The 
proposal was adopted at our last AGM so that is 
the name that you will see in future on our 
publications.  In this edition of The Paddock you 
will hear more about the excellent progress 
being made on our land and I would like to 
thank the Community Land Group for their 
valuable work.  

Last time I focused on the wide concern about 
one of the most sensitive spots in our whole 
Conservation Area.  We appealed to the 
Scottish Public Service Ombudsman (SPSO). 
However, that body did not uphold our 
complaint.  We remain deeply concerned about 
how the Planning process is working in 
Edinburgh and we have written to the Council’s 
Head of Planning to seek a meeting.  We want 
to build a mutually respectful relationship and 
to clarify what we can rely on them to do to 
protect Duddingston’s conservation area.  

With best wishes 

Malcolm Windsor, Chairman 

 Are you a member of DCS?   If not, please email  
members@duddingston-village.org.uk 
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Planning matters and DCS 

As well as seeking to meet the Planners, we are also 
developing our own policy statement in relation to 
planning applications.  It would strengthen our 
position to have more members.  Are you a member? 

Unless you have signed a form, sadly you aren’t.  We 
need your support, and no matter how many times 
you contribute in other ways, under Charity law, the 
only way to become a DCS member is to sign a 
form.  It costs nothing, takes only a minute, and it 
really helps.  See foot of page for the email address. 

We are also seeking meetings with Historic Scotland 
to improve our relationship and to encourage them 
to make the park more enjoyable for everyone.  

There is a proposed designation for housing 
development of a small area of land (within the 
conservation area) on the far side of the golf course, 
between Figgate Burn and the railway line.   

The recent work on refurbishing the war memorial 
was initiated by Ken Bryce Stafford.  Ken passed 
away peacefully in January 2015 at the Western 
General Hospital. 

Visit our website 
The Community Land Group  maintains the DCS 
website, and its Facebook and Twitter accounts.  
Please visit www.duddingston-village.org.uk to 
find out about the Society, to view or download back 
issues of The Paddock and much more. 

Volunteer 

Volunteers are our lifeblood.  Some people drop by 
for an hour or so, others make it part of their weekly 
routine.  The monthly workdays are social, fun and 
include excellent al fresco lunches. You cannot give 
too little time, nor too much: all are welcome. There 
is always a choice of light duties or heavier work.  For 
a list of dates, see back page.  For more info, email 
garden@duddingston-village.org.uk. 

http://www.duddingston-village.org.uk
http://www.duddingston-village.org.uk
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The Byre has been cleared of debris, and made 
secure and safe.   Architect Bern Balfe has produced a 
set of outline drawings to be used for discussion and 
to help to move the project forward.  Although the 
drawings are focused on the ‘first stage’ of 
development to include access, services, a covered 
office/meeting room and toilets, they also consider 
future uses, possible layouts and ease of use.   A 
public meeting is to be held at 20.00 on Monday 14 
December in the Millar Hall to discuss them.  A prime 
consideration has been opportunities and 
constraints created by sources of possible funding. 

Representatives of the CLG will visit a ‘Meet the 
Funders’ event in December, seeking an 
appointment with key funding prospects. 

We are talking to the RSPB about a possible nature 
hub and we are part of the Duddingston Joint 
Discussion Group - which brings together Dr Neils 
Garden, the Kirk, the DCS, the Field Group and the 
Sheep Heid to help co-ordinate their activities. 

Edinburgh’s Doors Open Day  

The Community Land and Byre were included in 
Edinburgh’s Doors Open Day on 27 September, 
promoted by the Cockburn Association.  The theme 
was food and drink, so we opened the Byre and 
welcomed 150 visitors to hear about its history and 
view a photographic exhibition.  Teas, coffees, 
donated cakes, biscuits and preserves were offered 
in return for donations.  Preparing for these visitors 
was a major effort and it all  looked really special on 
the day: thanks to everyone who helped. 

Other events and visits 
We held the annual Village BBQ on 12 September, 
where residents and volunteers joined forces to 
enjoy food, drink and the quiz.   We have also hosted 
visits from Duddingston Primary School, Highland 
Fling Outdoor Nursery and the Dogs Trust, who 
delivered three dog safety workshops on the Tennis 
Court to 50 young people. 

Cows in The Causeway, on their way to the dairy

The ‘Dirty Weekenders’ from Edinburgh University, in the community garden 

Community Land Group
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The Field Group 

The Field has continued to develop this year.   After a 
generous donation, we bought a second-hand mini-
tractor to pull a wheeled rake to help collect the 
grass from the meadow, making mowing more 
efficient.   The meadow flowers planted last year are 
doing well.   The trees have had a good year and a 
native woodland is emerging from the weeds.   There 
have been many more visitors and regular users, 
including regular visits from Duddingston Primary 
class P6, which were enjoyable and educational.  

We are starting to see more wildlife – frogs and toads 
in the wet areas, more owls and raptors hunting over 
the meadow and even a hedgehog.  We’ll plant more 
trees over the winter to fill gaps, keep the paths and 
orchards mown (thanks to a member’s loan of his 
tractor mower and time) and encourage more school 
and other group visits.  

We had fruit on 18 different varieties of apple in the 
orchard this year, and visitors had a tasting on the 
Edinburgh Open Doors Day.  We have more Scottish 
apple varieties to plant this winter, as well as two 
more Scottish pears for our row of pears.  Several 
Scottish varieties have also been grafted this 
summer.   

Chickens and eggs 

Sadly, in May all our lovely chickens were stolen.  We 
had been lucky enough to have a beautiful new hen 
house built for us by Richard Inglis, which was 
inhabited at first by some happy rescue hens, then 
supplemented by some pretty young things.  Just as 
they started laying well, the thieves came back.  We 
are improving our security measures now, to 
discourage further losses.  The current flock were 
hatched as part of the schools incubator projects, 
and seem to have settled down well, and are about 
to be augmented with more hens.  

If you wish to feed the hens, please check first which 
fruit and vegetables are safe for them to eat: some 
are harmful, so if in doubt, compost it instead.  Eggs 
are only for volunteers and DCS members.  

Community Vegetable Garden 
The Community Garden, ably assisted by its 26 
regular volunteers, has produced a stunning amount 
of soft fruits this year.   Over the last couple of years 
volunteers have been working on cordoning and 
fanning apple, pear, plum, peach and cherry trees, 
while continuing to maintain the strawberry beds 
and the fruits bushes and canes in the fruit cage.   

A major purchase this year was a new brassica cage 
to replace the rather forlorn looking one we had 
patched each year over the last season or two. It was 
installed in late spring and has kept crops pest-free 
over the summer and on into the winter.  To find out 
more, please email us at garden@duddingston-
village.org.uk. 
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Diary of events 
The Sheep Heid 
The Sheep Heid hosts a weekly 
quiz night on Wednesdays from 
21.00; all are welcome.  

In 2016 it is hosting two special 
evenings with historic characters.  
Book by phoning 661 7974: 

Monday 25 January An evening 
with Robert Burns (Christopher 
Tait): dinner and entertainment, 
www.robertburnslive.co.uk 

Friday 6 May An evening with 
John Muir:   Lee Stetson plays 
John Muir, evening with dinner, 
www.johnmuirlive.com. 

The Kirk 
In addition to Sunday services at 
10 am and 11.30 am, there is a 
weekly silent service (meditation) 
on Wednesdays 10.00-10.30.  

Boys Brigade  Christmas Fayre, 
Saturday 5 December 
09.30-12.00, Church Hall: home 
baking, stalls, games: 
www.duddingstonkirk.co.uk 

Monthly work parties 2015/16
All are welcome to turn up and 
help.  The Garden group meets 
on the last Sunday each month; 
the Field on the second Saturday 
each month.  All start at 10 .00 
and usually end by early pm. 

Garden dates (Sundays) 
29 November 

27 December 

31 January 

28 February 

27 March 

Field dates (Saturdays) 
12 December 

9 January 

13 February 

12 March 

9 April 

Byre consultation 
DCS meeting to discuss plans to 
refurbish the Byre: Monday 14 
Dec, Millar Hall, 20.00-22.00. 

Holyrood Park 
The road is closed every Sunday, 
in winter from 08.30-15.30.  
Roads are also sometimes closed 
because of ice, rockfall or events. 

The Vital Park (lecture): Sunday 
6 December 13.00-14.30 

Watch Out, Toads About 
Saturday 26 March  Join the 
Rangers for to collect stranded 
toads and release them into 
Dunsapie Loch: 08.30-10.30. 

For these events, booking is 
essential: phone 652 8150 or 
rangers@scotland.gsi.gov.uk. 

Dr Neils Garden 
Roger Mercer’s talks on the 
history of Duddingston continue: 
3 December, 14 January, 11 
February and 10 March, all in the 
Millar Hall at 19.30. 

There are still a few places left on 
the wreath-making  workshop  
on Saturday 5 December in the 
Millar Hall; to book, phone 
Barbara Anderson on  661 7444. 

23 April  Concert in the Kirk with 
Jacqui Edwards. 

Duddingston Herons 

The Duddingston Herons are 
planning a friendly football 
match on the Cavalry Park 
pitches.  If you are interested, 
come to the Skittle Alley at the 
Sheep Heid on Wednesday 2 
December.  All ages, sexes, 
abilities welcome; If you can't 
make the meeting, email 
herons@duddingston-
village.org.uk. 

Comings and goings 
Richard & Kirsty McGregor 
“Having bought Dairy Cottage in 
2013, we were delighted to move in 
this July, with our daughter Nessa 
and spaniel Wilbur.  We feel 
incredibly lucky to explore this 
wonderful outdoor space, and we've 
enjoyed meeting many of you so far.“ 

Iain and Morag Torrance  
The Torrances arrived in The 
Causeway in April.  Morag was 
formerly in charge of IT training at 
Aberdeen University, and Iain is a 
former Moderator of the General 
Assembly.  He is now Pro-Chancellor 
of Aberdeen University and Dean of 
the Chapel Royal and of the Order of 
the Thistle.  Both are interested in 
Duddingston's history. 

Ewan McClure and Flo Gordon 
“Flo and I met while studying Fine 
Art at the University of Dundee.  As 
well as practising art, I am a keen 
cyclist, walker, and short story writer.  
Flo works part-time at Ragamuffin 
and spends most of her free time 
painting at the studio and pining 
after other people's dogs.” 

Jenny and Tristan Elliott  
They relocated to the Causeway from 
Melbourne.  Jenny is a landscape 
architect and recently set up her 
design studio Here + Now.  Tristan is 
the commercial manager for i4 
Product Design.  They are enjoying 
married life in Duddingston with 
walks up Arthur's Seat and cycle 
rides around Edinburgh.  They are 
also Interested in rock climbing, 
creating pop-up cinema nights and 
building furniture from reclaimed 
wood. 

Katy Bradford 

We report the sad death of Katy 
Bradford, formerly of Charlescote, 
after a long battle with illness. 

We had to hold over several new 
arrivals for our next issue for lack of 
space.   If you have any comments or 
contributions, please email us at 
paddock@rucsacs.com. 

http://www.duddingstonkirk.co.uk
mailto:herons@duddingston-village.org.uk
mailto:paddock@rucsacs.com
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