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Message from the Chairman 

This is to urge you to attend our AGM on 26 
May.  The Society, having purchased the 
Community Land and saved it from 
development, now has to decide on the 
future of the Byre.  Inside you will find more 
detail and a list of some options to 
consider, and I urge you to do so.  More 
information will be available at the AGM.  

There are of course financial implications 
associated with all the options and we will 
need to decide which of these receives 
majority support.  What we need, I think, is 
to agree a way forward that will allow the 
Byre to be retained as a useful facility at a 
cost that we believe is affordable.  At the 
AGM, I would like to resolve the first steps 
we will take. 

Your Council has also been active in 
pursuing planning matters.  We have 
developed guidelines setting out how the 
DCS will react to planning applications in 
the Conservation Area.  To view these draft 
guidelines, visit our website: see the item 
opposite for details. 

We are seeking closer relationships with 
the City of Edinburgh Planning Depart-
ment and with Historic Environment 
Scotland.  Our planning sub-group met 
with the latter body on 14 March.  The 
meeting clarified how HES sees its role in 
planning matters, and told us about HES's 
plan to consult on proposals for the future 
management of Holyrood Park.    

With best wishes 

Malcolm Windsor, Chairman 

IMPORTANT DATE FOR YOUR DIARY 
Duddingston Village Conservation Society AGM, Millar Hall,  

8 pm on Thursday 26 May: details and more diary on back page.
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The newsletter of Duddingston Conservation Society 

New members are welcome 

All adult (16+) residents of the Duddingston 
Conservation Area are eligible to join.  
Membership is free, and all you need to do is to 
sign a simple form.  Please email a request to 
members@duddingston-village.co.uk. 

Visit our website 

Please visit www.duddingston-village.org.uk 
to find out about the Society, to view or 
download back issues of The Paddock and much 
more.  There is a private area for DCS members 
for which you need the password.   Draft 
documents, such as the planning guidelines, 
will remain in the members’ area until adopted 
by the Society. 

What next for the Byre? 

Please see pages 2-3 for an article that sets out 
the options. 

http://www.duddingston-village.org.uk
http://www.duddingston-village.org.uk
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The DCS bought the community land from the 
National Trust for Scotland in February 2014.  The 
DCS immediately (April 2014) held a community 
consultation to get opinions on what to do with the 
land and the byre.  The conclusions were put to the 
subsequent AGM in May 2014, which approved the 
proposal to carry on managing the land as it was and 
to work towards refurbishing the byre for community 
use.  It was felt important that the community should 
have the opportunity to stop the byre project once 
the costings were known if it appeared too 
ambitious or impractical.   

So, after a lot of work, a second consultation 
was held in December 2015 and January 
2016 to consider the plans proposed for the 
byre.  A vote was taken (by questionnaire) 
and, while 2/3 of the respondents were in 
favour of the proposal, the level of 
disagreement was such that the Community 
Land Group felt it necessary to reconsider 
the proposal.  It has done so and produced a 
revised proposal which was circulated on 17 

March.  We were also invited to write this 
article for the Paddock, including a look at 
the alternative options and their 
implications. 

The options that have been suggested in the 
consultations are: 

1. Demolish the remaining walls. 

2. Make the existing structure safe, leaving a 
decision on what to do with it for some time 
in the future. 

3. Rebuild only the toilets and small shelter 
(Phase 1). 

4. Rebuild the toilets and office/shelter 
(Phase 1) but get planning permission for 
the rest of the phases in case we want to go 
ahead with these at some time in the future. 

Doing nothing is not an option.  We have 
made the walls temporarily safe, but they 
will have to be demolished or supported in 
order to make it secure in the long term. 

1  Demolish the remaining walls 

We would have to get planning permission 
to demolish this and there is no guarantee 
that would be approved, as this is a building 
of some historic significance.  Most of the 
stone walls are retaining walls and so cannot 
be demolished.  Work would have to be 
done to make them stable once the 
adjoining brick walls had been removed.  
Some sort of wall would have to be erected 
to create a boundary between the byre and 
the back gardens of Nos 52 and 54 The 
Causeway.  The gable wall adjoining the 
pend would have to be made safe or 
demolished.  A lot of material would have to 
be removed from the site and dumped.  
We’d still have the cost of building toilets 
and a shelter to consider. 

2  Make the existing structure safe, 

leaving a decision on what to do with it for 

some time in the future 

This would involve considerable structural 
work to underpin most of the walls, cap 
those that have not already been capped 
and rebuild some sections which are in 
particularly poor repair.  Again we would be 
left having spent considerable money 
without toilets or a shelter. 

3  Rebuild only the toilets and small 

shelter (Phase 1) 

Options 3 and 4 would involve substantial 
costs for stabilising the walls, installing 
drainage plus water and electricity supplies 
and roofing the west end of the Byre.  They 
would also involve resurfacing the pend to 
make it safer and putting in security lighting 
in the pend and paddock.  For option 3, 
there is no certainty that planning 
permission would be granted without	a	
coherent	plan	for	the	whole	building.		
There	would	be	addi5onal	5me	and	cost	
involved	in	ge9ng	further	planning	
permissions	if	at	some	point	we	wished	to	
refurbish	any	more	of	the	byre.	

The Byre: options for the future
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4		Rebuild	the	toilets	and	office/shelter	
(Phase	1)	but	get	planning	permission	for	
the	rest	of	the	phases	in	case	we	want	to	
go	ahead	with	these	at	some	=me	in	the	
future	

The	costs	of	this	are	the	same	as	for	
Op5on	3,	since	the	ac5ons	are	the	same,	
apart	from	seeking	planning	permission	for	
all	4	phases.		Once	planning	permission	
had	been	granted,	we	would	have	5	years	
to	start	work	on	Phase	1.		If	at	some	point	
we	wished	to	refurbish	any	more	of	the	
byre,	we	could	use	the	exis5ng	plans	
(Phases	2,	3	and	4)	or	have	revised	plans	
drawn	up	if	what	was	wanted	was	different	
to	the	current	proposals.		As	long	as	the	
proposed	external	appearance	was	not	
significantly	different	from	the	original	
proposal,	it	would	probably	be	rela5vely	
easy	to	get	approval	for	a	revised	design.	

Whichever	op5on	is	chosen,	it	is	important	
to	remember	that	there	is	an	urgent	need	
for	toilets	–	primarily	for	volunteers	and	

local	social	events,	and	for	any	wider	
events	that	we	may	decide	to	have.		Also	
there	is	a	need	for	shelter,	especially	for	
volunteers	during	the	months	of	August	to	
April	when	the	marquee	is	not	on	the	
tennis	court.		Finally,	ge9ng	planning	
permission	does	not	remove	the	flexibility	
to	change	the	design	of	at	least	the	interior	
of	the	building,	should	circumstances	(and	
therefore	the	requirements	for	the	
building)	change	in	future.		Phase	1	would,	
however,	have	to	be	as	per	the	design.	

At	the	AGM	in	May,	DCS	members	will	be	
asked	to	vote	for	one	of	the	op5ons.		We	
hope	that,	through	the	long	process	of	
consulta5on	and	revision,	the	community	
can	come	to	a	consensus	about	the	way	
forward,	whatever	that	may	be.			We	hope	
that	this	ar5cle,	together	with	the	recently	
circulated	paper	with	the	revised	proposal	
and	the	paper	on	cos5ngs	that	is	about	to	
be	circulated,	will	provide	you	with	the	
informa5on	you	require	to	make	your	
decision.		All	of	these	will	be	posted	on	the	
website:	www.duddingston-village.org.uk	
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The Paddock is published by Duddingston Conservation Society (SCIO 16606).  
Contact DCS:  secretary@duddingston-village.org.uk 

Editor: Jacquetta Megarry.  Please email paddock@rucsacs.com with any comments or contributions. 
Contributors: Community Land Group, Malcolm Windsor; photographs © Carn Gibson, Freda O’Byrne.

Diary of events 

The Kirk 
In addition to Sunday services at 
10 am and 11.30 am, there is a 
weekly silent service (meditation) 
on Wednesdays 10.00-10.30.  
Since 30 March the Kirk’s new 
Garden Room has been serving 
teas, coffees and home baking, 
while the surrounding land is 
growing organic vegetables.  The 
Garden Room is open 
10.00-14.00 Wed to Sat, 
13.00-16.00 Sundays (closed 
Mon/Tues). 
www.duddingstonkirk.co.uk 

Dr Neils Garden 
www.drneilsgarden.co.uk 

23 April  Airs on a Shoestring : 
musical evening at 19.30 in 
Duddingston Kirk with Jacqui 
Edwards. Tickets £10 at the door, 
or in advance from Susan Mercer 
tel 661 2931. 

3 May 19.30 in the Kirk Hall, 
Gardener’s Question Time Consult 
the panel of experts, bring your 
sick plants: tickets £5 at the door 
or in advance from Susan Mercer. 

21-22 May 12.30-17.00 Special 
Open Weekend in conjunction 
with Scotland’s Gardens: entry £3 
including Thomson Tower. 

25 June Bioblitz Day: led by the 
RSPB but extending to all forms 
of wildlife, this day offers free 
events all day, centred on the 
Millar Hall and Manse Garden. 

The Sheep Heid 

The Sheep Heid has just become 
even more dog-friendly.  Always 
welcome in the beer garden, 
dogs are now allowed in parts of 
the indoors. The pub hosts a 
weekly quiz night on Wednes-
days from 21.00; all welcome.  

In May there is a special evening 
with a famous Scot:  

Friday 6 May An evening with 
John Muir (Lee Stetson) from 
19.00 to include dinner.  To book, 
phone 661 7974.  

Welcome 
We are so pleased that Dot and 
Christian, with their children Ixia 
(7), Joe (5) and Bonnie (4), moved 
in to Hawthorn Brae on the 
Causeway in December. 

A belated welcome also to Kate 
and Skyler Jett, with their son 
Sdhori (8), who moved into Old 
Church Lane last July.  To get 
some idea of the huge influx of 
musical creativity to the village, 
visit these two websites: 
www.christian.hensonmusic.com 

www.musicforglobalchange.com 

Monthly work parties 2016 

All are welcome.  The Garden 
Work Days are the last Sunday of 
each month; Field Days are the 
second Saturday of each month.  
All start at 10.00, and usually end 
by early pm. 

Garden dates (Sundays) 
24 April 
29 May 
26 June 
30 July 
28 August 
25 Sept 
30 Oct 
27 Nov 

Field dates (Saturdays) 
9 April 
14 May 
11 June 
9 July 
13 August 
10 Sept 
8 Oct 
12 Nov 

Holyrood Park 

The road is closed every Sunday, 
from 08.30-18.00 until the end of 
September.  Roads are also 
sometimes closed because of 
rockfall or events.  For more 
about the park and its events: 

 http://bit.ly/paddock-HR. 

Annual General Meeting of the Duddingston Conservation Society  
8 pm on Thursday 26 May 2016, Millar Hall 

Please join us for the AGM, and afterwards (time permitting) for a sociable glass of wine.  
Although there are currently no vacancies on the committee, nominations are always welcome.  Please 
email nominations at least five days prior to the AGM, including the names of a proposer and seconder, to 
the Secretary: secretary@duddingston-village.org.uk.  This is the formal notification of the DCS AGM. 
The annual accounts will be presented at the meeting, and will also be available online.  
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