
DCS NEWS; WHAT HAVE YOUR 
BOARD BEEN UP TO? 
The DCS Board has been busy over the past few 
months dealing with local issues. 

• In May we met with Holyrood High School staff 
and representatives of the pupils and visited the 
school. We also talked about the behaviour of the 
pupils, the litter they leave etc. The school listened 
to our concerns but we do not see any change at 
the moment. 

• Several residents have been helping New 
Caledonian Woodlands Volunteer Group to tidy 
up the woods around Cavalry Park Playing Fields. 

• We have responded to consultation about setted 
streets, emphasising the need to maintain the 
whole historic streetscape, including setts, 
pavements and streetlights in Conservation Areas, 
and have written to councillors about using more 
appropriate streetlights. 

• We are exploring the possibility of getting Cavalry 
Park Playing Fields listed under “Fields in Trust” 
which would ensure their protection from 
development into the future. 

• A proposal has been made to move the forest path 
between the Golf Course and Cavalry Park Drive 
to help alleviate some of the issues suffered by 
neighbouring residents. We are exploring options 
with the Golf Course and the Council. 

• This year the AGM was held in the marquee on the 
Community Land and two newly elected 
councillors attended. Fortunately the weather was 
good. The report from the AGM will be adopted at 
next year’s AGM, but in the meantime a draft can 
be found on the DCS website. 

• As ever we continue to manage the Community 
Land - full details inside. 

From the Chairman 

Dear Member 

On November 12th the Remembrance Day service 
was held at the Kirk led by our excellent Minister, 
Rev Dr Jim Jack. I was privileged to represent the 
Society as we walked in procession down Old 
Church Lane after the service to lay a wreath at the 
memorial to remember all those who died. Our 
Minister read out the names and it was shocking to 
realise that 25 young men from Duddingston died in 
World War I, their average age was 24 years and 
three of them were teenagers, one was only 
seventeen.   Worse, there were two families where 
more than one of their boys were killed. How 
terrible that must have been for our predecessors 
living here a hundred years ago, it would have 
inflicted dreadful damage on the community.  I tried 
to picture how it would have been if I had been 
walking down past those same houses in Old Church 
Lane at that time; almost every family must have lost 
someone.  How sad each Christmas must have been 
for years afterwards.  

As I wish you all a very Happy Christmas and New 
Year, hopefully surrounded by good food, gifts, 
family etc. perhaps we should give a thought to their 
lost Christmases. How fortunate are we to live in 
times when the things we worry about are so trivial 
compared to their sacrifices for us.  

Best wishes 

Malcolm Windsor 
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A VIEW FROM CAVALRY 
PARK DRIVE 
- and a new Table for the Courtyard 

Martin Goldie Reflects: 

When I first viewed my home at Cavalry Park Drive 
in 2013, I suspect I was already hooked before I had 
even set foot inside the flat. The discovery of this 
hidden gem amid such lovely green spaces was a 
revelation. But I think what ultimately had me 
phoning my solicitor, was the sense of community I 
found on even my first visit to the courtyard. It was 
the last sunny Saturday of a summer month which it 
turned out coincided with the regular barbecue day 
for the Cavalry Park Drive ‘grumpy old men’. 
Gathered round a table under the tree at the centre 
of the courtyard, sat Colin, Pete, Willie Hogg and 
George Frost all washing down incinerated burgers 
with a mixture of wine and beer. I was in my 
element! I left that evening lighter on brain cells and 
with a heavier carbon footprint, but also well armed 
with new friends and all the dirt a prospective buyer 
could want on everything from factors to the 
courtyard drainage system! I moved in two months 
later. 

My sense of the Duddingston community was further 
strengthened by a trip to the Duddingston Field 
which is run by volunteers from the Conservation 
Society. It was amazing to see what community 
minded individuals had achieved there. 

Four years later I have now witnessed a number of 
Saturday barbecues and have also attended many 
community events from cinema nights at the Byre to 
table tennis tourneys with the kids in the marquee. 

Colin has since sadly passed away but I now realise 
how important the table he gifted the courtyard has 
been in continuing to foster a sense of courtyard 
community. Children and families naturally gather 
here and in fact nowadays I am probably amongst 
the older and grumpier to be found seated there. So 
it has a wide appeal. However, like me the table has 
aged poorly. Whilst well loved and well used Colin’s 
gift to his Community is now looking a bit neglected. 
Despite several valiant patches and upgrades by 
George, the table is literally on its last legs. While I 
will be sorry to see Colin’s table go, I was very 
pleased by Duddingston Conservation Society’s kind 
offer to help fund a replacement. Such a generous 
offer from our neighbours seems to honour the spirit 
of Colin’s generosity and its warming to know we 
have good friends and neighbours in the streets 
beyond our courtyard. 

The residents of the courtyard now have to decide on 
how we would like to update Colin’s table. So far I 
have heard suggestions ranging from a circular 
bench/table around the bole of the tree to a 
rectangular bench table (similar to the one built 
recently at the field). If you are a courtyard resident 
please send me your ideas. I will gather everyone’s 
input and distribute the full list of ideas for a 
decision. Hopefully we will have a new table to toast 
Colin and the Conservation Society from at our next 
barbecue! 
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The DCS Board has offered to contribute £400 towards the new 
Table for the Courtyard



FAREWELLS 

Nigel Bruce 

Nigel moved into the village with Catherine and Tom 
in the winter of 1966, and in 1967 I joined them. It 
was ideally placed as he worked for the University of 
Edinburgh Social Policy department, a nice stroll 
through the park. After the war and travelling with 
the Foreign Office he finally realised he had found a 
place to put down roots. 

Following Catherine’s death in 1990 he took great 
comfort from the house and its memories of happy 
times. He loved his garden and never took for 
granted the tranquility which makes it so special. 
Never one to let age get in the way it was only in the 
last few years that the sawing, mowing, and weeding 
was gradually replaced by just pottering about. 

Nigel lived in the village for 52 years and never once 
considered moving anywhere else. He always said 
how lucky he was to have such wonderful 
neighbours and was so proud to have helped with 
the placing of the benches on the community land. 
After his stroke in July he was adamant that he 
should stay in the house he loved, and thanks to an 
amazing NHS team he was able to do so. 

Sarah Bruce 
 

Bern Balfe; The Byre Architect 

We were all very shocked and saddened by the news 
of the death of Bern Balfe, the architect who the 
Community Land Group has been working with on 
the designs for the Byre. Her creativity and 
enthusiasm for the Community Land Project and her 
shared ideals made her the perfect architect for the 
job.  

Architect, mountaineer and environmentalist, Bern 
was born in Dublin and trained at University College 
Dublin. In 1994 she moved to Edinburgh, and was 
project architect on the alteration of the church at 
the top of the Royal Mile, soon to be known to all as 
“The Hub”. In 2001 Bern started her own practice in 
Edinburgh. With an interest in low energy use and 
sustainability she obtained a Certified Passivhaus 
Designer Qualification in 2012. 

Bern was diagnosed with cancer in 2016 and died 
on 17th August 2017. Despite her illness she saw the 
project through to the granting of planning 
permission shortly before she died. 

Bern has led us through the complications of the 
design process with tact, sensitivity and creative 
imagination, and significantly, within budget. She 
will be sadly missed, as much for her sparkling 
personality as for her integrity and professional 
input. 
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THE COMMUNITY LAND AND 
THE FIELD 
 
These two projects work closely together 
sharing tools, resources and expertise. 
Complimentary activities such as composting 
and haymaking enable the Vegetable Garden to 
be self sufficient in terms of compost needs for 
the entire year. Monthly volunteer work-days 
are an ideal opportunity to come along and 
meet people and see what goes on (see 
“Upcoming Events” for dates). The Field Group 
and the DCS Community Land Group cooperate 
closely on maintenance, safety and security, 
events, social media and publicity and also, 
where poss ib le , on re levan t fund ing 
applications. An example of this partnership 
working are the signs that are posted at the 
entrances to the land and recent applications for 
funding to improve safety underfoot on paths 
leading up from the Causeway. 

The Field 
It's been an exciting year for the Field, with the new 
BIG table being used for volunteer lunches, meetings 
and picnics. More and more families, dog walkers, 
runners and foreign tourists are discovering it. The 
bioblitz saw dozens of people spotting plants, birds, 

bats, butterflies, moths and dragonflies and buying 

tea, cakes and herbs on a beautiful day in June. A big 
branch broke off an old tree in a storm in July and is 
being left to rot for wildlife. October saw our busiest 
Dirty Weekenders Work Day with 35 students doing 
all sorts of work including extending the made-up 
path, raking grass in the meadow and barrowing 3 
tonnes of chips and sand from The Causeway to the 
Field. We had several work visits from the New 
Caledonian Woodland midweek mental health 
group, who planted trees and cleared paths, among 
other things. Thanks to all volunteers and especially 
to all those who make tea, cakes, soup and bread for 
the Work Day lunches.  

Community Vegetable Garden 
Volunteer hours: 880 
Tended by volunteers to produce nutrient dense, 
organic fruit and vegetables for the village. We 
place a green tipped cane at the end of rows when 
they are ready for harvesting and red tipped at the 
end of rows that are not ready. There will of course 
be kale, broccoli, parsnips, spicy wintergreens and 
herbs available during the winter. This year, we 
trialled a weekly veg box delivery to four families 
and it worked well. It will start up again in June 
when next year’s crops appear. Queries to 
garden@duddingston.org.uk 
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News from the Coop 

The dwindling 
flock enjoyed a 
g o o d s p r i n g . 
D u r i n g t h e 
summer Richard 
h a t c h e d  e g g s 
resulting in an 
a s s o r t m e n t o f 
p re t t y ch ick s . 
T h e s e w e r e  
j o i n e d b y 8 
pullets including 
t h e 2 “ B a r e 

Necks”. They are meant to look like that, and are 
apparently very hardy! The pullets started laying 
‘beginner’ eggs a while ago. Laying decreases in the 
dark months, but will pick up again as the days start 
to lengthen in the new year, and we expect Richard’s 
birds to start then too. Don’t worry if the eggs have 
been a bit sparse, we should soon have lots! 

Film Nights 
Volunteer hours: 56 
Spring and autumn saw the Byre transformed by CLG 
committee members and residents Jenny and Tristan 
into a Pop-up Community Cinema venue. To make 
the four evenings as inclusive and interactive as 
possible, each of the feature films were selected by 
audience votes.  

Under the open sky and blessed with good weather, 
the screenings attracted up to 50 avid viewers. Many 
attended more than once. Generous donations 
covered running costs (mostly the film licences), and 
raised almost £400 for the DCS. 

Byre Film Nights start in the Spring with a screening 
of ‘Hidden Figures’.  
Enquiries byrefilms@duddingston.org.uk 

…and of course the Bonfire Party 
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THE GLEBE 

Church Glebes 
were pieces of 
land given to the 
minister to farm 
to supplement a 
v e r y s m a l l 
stipend.  Over 
the years most of 
th i s l and has 
been sold off for 
h o u s i n g o r 
agriculture and 
D u d d i n g s t o n 
Kirk Glebe is one 
of the last of its 
k i n d . S i n c e 
January 2016 the 
project has begun the process of creating a working 
garden where fruit, vegetables and flowers are grown 
and teaching workshops run. Along with the user 
groups we have planted trees, started the 
construction of a memorial garden, created a new 
seating area, constructed beds, a large polytunnel 
and a nursery area.  The Project also runs a café – 
The Garden Room -  to provide welcome and 
hospitality – this is staffed by volunteers. As well as 
attracting many visitors from outside the city, the 
Garden Room has proved a popular meeting place 
for members of the local community.  In 2018 we’ll 
be hosting the second Duddingston Lantern Festival 
in February; starting the ‘Path of Peace’ project and 
planting a fruit garden. Anyone is welcome to visit or 
volunteer. 
Contact Lizz Spence, Project Manager on 07584 
738516 or northbaylizz@hotmail.com. 
 
Dr Neils’ Garden: 

From Claudia Pottier, Gardener 

Winter is definitely upon us. The air is cold and the 
garden is bright in the low, clear winter sun. You 
cannot have missed the Fieldfares, rattling at us from 
the tree tops, telling us colder weather is coming. A 
member of the thrush family, it migrates southwards 
as the cold air moves down from the north in 
chuckling, rattling sociable flocks eating berries from 
our garden trees and bushes. 
If you pop into the garden you will be delighted by 
the newly exposed silhouettes of the winter trees and 
bright stems of the Cornus against the shining mirror 
of the Loch. Look carefully and you will see the tips 
of Snowdrops nosing up through the ground and the 
flowerbuds of Witchazel starting to form. Of course 
they will sit out Christmas and New Year before they 
really begin to develop. They are a promise of life to 
come as this year closes and begins to turn back 
towards the light. 

Terra Nova: 
Terranova, a two person team of Orna Gilchrist and 
Jérémie Bretin, is a flower business and we wanted a 
space to grow and experiment with flowers for 
cutting and the garden. When we first started looking 
for ground we hardly knew where to begin - until we 
got in touch with Jim Jack who was hugely 
supportive and helped us to lease our plot from the 
Church and start growing. 
This has been out 3rd season and things are 
beginning to take shape (with the help of a mini 
polytunnel). We've supplied and arranged the 
flowers for Weddings and other events over the 
season which has been great! 

Looking to the new year we have a much bigger 
polytunnel on the way and plans for extending the 
season. We are slowly heading in the right direction! 
One of the best things has been being part of the 
wonderful Glebe community - we couldn't have 
asked for a more supportive, friendly bunch of 
people. We are looking forward to all that 2018 will 
bring. 
www.terranova-web.co.uk 
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THE DR NEILS’ GARDEN 
WINTER LECTURES 

THURSDAY OCTOBER 5TH 
The Scottish Enlightenment; Professor 
David Purdie 

Professor Purdie, Fellow of the Institute for Advanced 
Studies in the Humanities in the University of 
Edinburgh gave a very fine discourse in which he 
directed our attention to the parallel existence, at 
different periods, of the three cities, all of them 
engaged in conflict of different styles. First, Athens, 
in the sixth and fifth centuries B.C., emerging from 
war with Persia and recovering, under the leadership 
of Pericles. Then Florence under the Medici in the 
fifteenth century, in constant ambitious conflict with 
a papacy that ended with the wondrously aesthetic 
reign of Leo X (Medici).  And so to Edinburgh with its 
ordered New Town and its ordered gentlefolk, 
themselves set against the background of a 
frequently violent  town mob often and themselves 
the living focus of Professor Purdie’s talk. Again the 
exercise of a strong leader, George Drummond, and 
his vision for the town, saw a splendid intellectual 
prosperity emerge,  surrounded by  squalor, that we 
were able to gaze upon at some length, but with its 
University the nursery of an academic tradition that 
was midwife to the great Enlightenment which was 
to form the focus of Professor Purdie's talk 

Roger Mercer 

THURSDAY NOVEMBER 2ND 
The Arts and Crafts Movement in 
Scotland; Annette Curruthers 

This was the title of the talk by Annette Carruthers in 
the excellent series being held in the Millar Hall 
throughout the winter months to raise funds to 
support Dr Neils’ Garden. 
The movement thrived from 1888 to 1916, fed by the 
ideas of William Morris, a mediaevalist, influenced 
by the novels of Walter Scott, a pamphleteer and 
socialist. He advocated collaboration between artists 
and craftsmen. 
Significant figures in Scotland included the architect, 
Robert Lorimer, the 'premier house designer of his 
day',the muralist Phoebe Traquair and Patrick 
Geddes, architect, social reformer and pioneer town 
planner. 
Mortons, textile manufacturers in Ayrshire, 
commissioned designs from leading figures of the 
Movement. However it was in Glasgow where work 
in the Arts and Crafts style was most abundant, both 
in its architecture and in the ships being built on the 
Clyde at the time. In particular, stained glass enjoyed 

a considerable boost in popularity from the 1890's 
onward. 
Further elements in the movement's legacy include 
the foundation of Schools of Art and the 
encouragement of women and working class boys to 
take up craft occupations. 
A lively Question and Answer session and heartfelt 
applause brought proceedings to a satisfying 
conclusion. 

Iain Jackson 

TUESDAY OCTOBER 
Gin Tasting; Adam Irvine 

Adam Irvine organised a most enjoyable Gin Tasting 
evening at The Sheep Heid to raise funds for Dr 
Neil's Garden Trust. Guests had the opportunity to 
sample a variety of gins, firstly trying to identify the 
botanicals used and then savour the flavours before 
the identities of the mystery gins were revealed. 

THIRD THURSDAY CLUB 
A Fundraiser for Local Community Activities, The 
3rd Thursday Club will meet on the third Thursday of 
the month in the Kirk’s Millar Hall. 
On November 15th a full house enjoyed an evening 
of Music and Poetry. Tricia Whyatt and Jeremy 
Devlin-Thorpe drew on material ranging from 
Chopin to Lennon from their new 'Music For You' 
initiative where they perform on harp and keyboard 
for housebound people. Wendy Weatherby and 
Chris Jones sang some Scottish folk songs and 
Wendy played cello for Steve Harvey’s 'Ice and Fire', 
written about the Arctic convoys. Steve’s poems on 
local themes included 'The Angel of Duddingston' 
and one about the Queen's 2016 visit to the Sheep 
Heid.  

Tricia and Jeremy are playing a fund-raiser for their 
venture in the Millar Hall at 7 pm on Saturday, 16th 
December. The next Third Thursday Club evening 
there is scheduled for January 18th. 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UPCOMING EVENTS: 

The Community Land: 
Jan 7 5pm - 7pm. Mulled Wine in the Byre and  
 burning of Christmas Trees 

Garden Workdays are on the last Sunday of each month, 
starting at 10am: 

Jan 28, Feb25, Mar 25, Apr 29, May 27, Jun 24,  
Jul 29, Aug 26, Sept 30, Oct 28, Nov 25, Dec 30 

The Field: 
The Field Workdays are on the second Saturday of each 
month, starting at 10am 

Jan 13, Feb 10, Mar 10, Apr 14, May 12, Jun 9,  
Jul 14, Aug 11, Sept 8, Oct 13, Nov 10, Dec 8 

Dr Neils’ Garden 
Dec 9th & 10th: Wreathmaking Workshops; 2pm – 5pm in 
the Millar Hall. All materials and tea supplied £25 (for 
Friends £23). To book a place please phone Barbara 
Anderson on 0131 661 7444 or 07854 748013 

TALKS:  All in Millar Hall at 7.30pm. No charge but  
 donations appreciated 

Jan 11 Roving Mad: Odd Encounters; Malcolm  
 Windsor will talk about some of the  
 amazing tales in his recent book  
 
Feb 8 Iconic Views: Painting Hadrian’s Wall;    
 David Breeze will talk about a collection of  
 Victorian paintings of Hadrian’s Wall,  
 published 2016, and how they add to our  
 knowledge of the Wall  
 
March 8 The Chapel Royal in Scotland; Iain   
 Torrance  
 
April 5 Scotland’s Great Trails and the John Muir  
 Way; Jacquetta Megarry 

The Kirk: 

Christmas services: 
Dec 17 5pm Mike McGeary and children playing  
 guitar (in aid of Richmond's Hope) 
Dec 24 11am Service of 9 lessons and carols 
Dec 24 11pm Carol Singing and Watchnight  
 Service welcoming in Christmas Day 
Dec 25 11am Christmas Day Service 
Dec 31 11am Hogmanay Service 

Dec 16 Tricia Whyatt & Jeremy Devlin-Thorpe; 
Fundraiser Concert; Millar Hall (See p.7) 

There will be a Fireworks display in the Glebe on 
Wednesday 17th January at 6:30. Admission is free and 
there will be food available (also free!). Local residents 
and families are invited. This event is being held in 
partnership with Richmond's Hope. 

The Lantern Festival: 
The Second Duddingston Lantern Festival will be on 
Saturday February 3rd. The theme this year is Space and 

Beyond!  We plan to hold Lantern making workshops on 
Jan 6, 20 & 27. 
These dates are to be confirmed, but please register your  
interest at duddingstonlanterns@gmail.com. If you are 
interested in making your own lantern, helping with 
planning, or stewarding on the night, please get in touch. 

Holyrood Park: 
Dec 30 Torchlight Procession; Queen’s Drive.  
 High Roads and Roads around Park will be  
 closed and affected 

SOCIAL NEWS: 

Births:  
Felix McGregor 58 The Causeway: 
Kirsty says: “A sleepless six months have flown by 
since the arrival of a new Felix to the Causeway! We 
hope his older neighbour doesn’t mind sharing his 
name! Nessa certainly doesn’t mind having an 
addition to the family to boss about and is thriving 
in her duties as big sister. We’re not sure Wilbur has 
even noticed. He is delighting in the doggy co-op 
led by the Chalks and Saskia. Anyone is welcome 
any time to pop by for a baby cuddle and a coffee - 
adult conversation always welcome!” 

Arrivals: 
Tom and Emma Fitzgerald are renovating No 50 The 
Causeway and hope to have it ready and move in 
summer or autumn 2018. 

Some of you may 
have already met 
Gillian Patterson 
a n d h e r t w o 
ferrets(!), Frankie 
and Benny, who all 
live together in the 
Causeway. 
 
Departures: 
We say goodbye to 
Andre, Antonia and 
Leo Guimaraes of 
N o 4 4 T h e 
C a u s e way, wh o 
h av e m o v e d t o 
Germany. 

And to Ishbel Neilson who left No 50 The Causeway 
in April to live in Portobello. Ishbel remains very 
much in touch with the Village and attends the Kirk’s 
silent service every Wednesday 

We wish them all the best in their new homes. 

The Paddock is published by the Duddingston Conservation 
Society (SCIO 16606)
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