
 

�
The Paddock May 2019              www.duddingston.org.uk                  �1

£ 1
when sold

 The Paddock 33 
 May 2020 

The newsletter of Duddingston Conservation 
Society

The Paddock is published by Duddingston Conservation Society (SCIO 16606).  
www.duddingston.org.uk 

Editor: Jacquetta Megarry.  Grateful thanks to all who contributed.   
Please email paddock@rucsacs.com with any comments on this issue. 

On inside pages 
Lectures for Dr Neils Garden (2020) 2 ...........................

Update on City Plan 2030 3 ..............................................

Duddingston: its story in 50 objects  4 .........................

Japan Association of Charitable Organisations 4 .....

The DCS 60th birthday party 5 ........................................

Welcome, Una Stubbs  6 ....................................................

The Field 6 ...............................................................................

Community Land and Garden  7 ....................................

Duddingston’s response to Coronavirus 8 ..................

New life from a felled lime tree 8 ....................................

Postponed and cancelled 
In place of our normal Diary, below is a reminder 
of activities that have been postponed or 
suspended. 

Duddingston Conservation Society Annual 
General Meeting is postponed: new date to be 
advised by email in May. 

Field and garden workdays are suspended until 
further notice. 

The Kirk and its grounds, and Dr Neils Garden 
are both closed until further notice.  For 
updates, visit their websites at: 
www.duddingstonkirk.co.uk 
www.drneilsgarden.co.uk 

Holyrood Park is open for daily exercise subject 
to guidelines, and the Sunday closure to traffic 
of Duddingston Low Road has been suspended.  
However the Queen’s Drive is still closed (toad 
migration) as is the Radical Road (rockfall risk) 
and all Ranger events are cancelled. 

What a strange time we 
are living through.  These 
epidemics have of course 
happened many times 
before.  Worst was the 
Bubonic plague which 
entered the country in 
1348 with some cities and 
towns recording mortality 
rates of 80-90% and some 
villages, probably not 
unlike Duddingston, 
ceasing to exist because 
everyone died.  They died quickly, too, with the medics 
of the day completely unable to do anything.  Only a 
very small percentage of victims survived, and they 
were often left disabled, mentally and physically, for life. 

Seen in perspective, then, we are suffering so much less 
than our predecessors.  We have plenty of food and 
drink, fuel, medicines, entertainment, and the 
invaluable internet.  Moreover, we are seeing among 
our membership and all over the conservation area and 
beyond so many instances of the community spirit in 
action – helping others, looking out for the elderly.  You 
can read more about two of Duddingston’s responses 
on page 8. 

Like everyone else, our Society is operating at a 
distance.  The Trustees have decided that our Annual 
General Meeting, normally held in May has to be 
postponed.  But compared to what else is happening in 
terms of widespread cancellations and loss this is a 
small matter.   I will circulate a new date by email, later.  

So this is just to wish you all well and to express my 
sincere hope that we can all come through this 
unharmed.  I would also like to thank warmly everyone 
for their very impressive actions to support one another 
and keep our spirits up.  For the moment we are 
conserving each other rather than our environment – 
and that is how it should be.  

Malcolm Windsor, Chairman, DCS

mailto:paddock@rucsacs.com
mailto:paddock@rucsacs.com
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Reach for the stars (9.1.20) 

Ian Archibald told us about the work of Mary 
Somerville (1780-1872), the pioneering 
astronomer, talented mathematician and gifted 
writer.  Her achievements are all the more 
remarkable because she was largely self-taught – 
at a time when education for women was not 
encouraged.   

Born in Jedburgh, her childhood was spent in 
Burntisland, Fife, where Ian Archibald and other 
residents celebrate her as 'the most remarkable 
woman of her generation'. 

In 1868 she was the first to sign John Stuart Mill's 
petition for female suffrage.  In 1879 Somerville 
Hall (later College) in Oxford was named in her 
honour, but she was otherwise largely forgotten.  
Wider recognition came much later in 2017, 
when she was featured on the Royal Bank of 
Scotland's £10 banknote. 

Mary's first husband disapproved of her efforts at 
self-education, and only after he died in 1807 did 
she return to Scotland, where she resumed her 
studies of trigonometry, calculus and physics.   

Her second husband, William Somerville, was 
very supportive of her mathematical and other 
work.  The couple mixed with leading figures of 
the intelligentsia, and Mary’s work was published 
in elite journals.  Her publishing reflected her 
status as a polymath: her Physical Geography was 
the very first English textbook on the subject, 
and still used well into the 20th century. 

Life and work of John Kay (6.2.20) 

Eric Melvin spoke about the self-taught artist and 
engraver John Kay (1742-1826).  He had come to 
Edinburgh to work as a barber and hairdresser.  However 
in 1784, following the death of his wife Lily Steven, he 
abandoned this trade.  For the next 38 years he sketched 
and engraved his contemporaries. 

Kay produced remarkable likenesses, and seems to have 
had a photographic memory for interesting faces that he 
noticed on the street.  Sometimes he took his sketch pad 
with him, later working his drawings into engravings.  His 
workshop was behind St Giles, in Edinburgh’s Parliament 
Close. 

Some 358 of his engravings with accompanying notes 
were published posthumously as Kay’s Portraits in 1837 
by his friend Hugh Paton, who had purchased Kay’s 
plates.   

This remarkable man has left us images of intellectual 
giants of the ‘Golden Age’ such as Adam Smith, Joseph 
Black and James Hutton; the notorious Deacon William 
Brodie; the radical lawyer Thomas Muir; visitors to 
Edinburgh such as General Moira of Duddingston House; 
and a host of colourful local characters who walked past 
his workshop. 

The image below is John Kay’s self-portrait, drawn and 
engraved by him in 1786.

Lectures for Dr Neils Garden (2020)
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Robin Orr had become interested in the 
Mughal capitals during a visit to India in 
1968.  Most of the slides that he showed had 
been taken at that time, some featuring a 
slightly younger-looking Robin. 

Mughal is a Persian translation of Mongol.  
The future emperors of India descended 
from the Persian ruler, Timur the Lame.  The 
first Mughal conqueror in India was Babur.  
Akbar the Great, his grandson, built 
Fatehpur Sikri as a completely new city, 
founded in 1569.  It was completed over a 
period of 3-4 years but was abandoned 
within 30 years when the lake on which it 
relied for water dried up. 

Most of it still stands, empty apart from 
tourists.  Robin’s slides showed the 
interesting mixture of Persian and Hindu 
architectural styles.  The many fountains 
and ornamental water channels showed that, 
at least at first, the lake had done its job well. 

Akbar’s fame as a builder is overshadowed by that of his grandson, Shah Jahan, who was responsible for the Taj 
Mahal, near the Mughal capital of Agra.  It was built as a memorial and tomb for his favourite wife.  Later, Shah 
Jahan could glimpse it from the palace where he was held prisoner by his own son. 

Robin concluded his talk with slides of Delhi – not the New Delhi of the British Raj – but the buildings that remain 
from the earlier Mughal period.  

Update on City Plan 2030 
Edinburgh Council is preparing a ten-year development plan entitled City Plan 2030: see Paddock 31 pp 4-5.  
When finally approved it will have a powerful effect on all planning decisions.  There will be a strong 
presumption in favour of granting applications that are in line with the plan and an equally strong presumption 
against those that are not.  It is, therefore, very important for the Conservation Society to try to make sure that 
the plan will help to protect the unique qualities of the area. 

The first version was issued in February, with the intention of consultation leading to a revised draft in August.  
After more consultation and government approval, the plan was to be adopted early in 2022.  No doubt the 
present crisis will disrupt this timescale. 

The driving factor is the continuing rapid rise in the population of the city and its hinterland.  Edinburgh’s 
population recently exceeded half a million, and the city needs to build 40,000 new houses over the coming ten 
years.  The draft plan proposes that all development should be on ‘brownfield’ sites, i.e. places such as disused 
industrial sites and dockland.  The DCS response to the consultation has supported this strategy, and also the 
Council’s intentions with regard to green spaces and control of short-term lets such as Airbnb.  

If the Council’s current policy is finally approved, that would do much to protect the Duddingston Conservation 
Area for the long term.  However, it is almost certain that potential developers will send in strong objections, 
mainly to the housing strategy.  They will argue that restricting development to brownfield sites simply will not 
work.  In other words, this initial consultation is only a first skirmish.  The Society will have to remain vigilant and 
active throughout the whole process. 

Keir Bloomer and Richard Inglis

The Mughal capitals (5.3.20)

Fatehpur Sikri  © Marcin Bialek 
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Last year, we wanted to celebrate the 60th anniversary of 
the founding of Duddingston Conservation Society in a 
permanent form.  So we planned a book to feature objects 
that tell interesting stories with good images to support 
the stories. 

Our book is much smaller, lighter and less expensive  than 
Neil MacGregor’s History of the World in 100 Objects.  And 
modest size of our areas, we limited ourselves to half his 
number.  He drew all his objects from the British Museum, 
whereas we drew on the Duddingston area and its 
residents, present and past.   

Our guidebook was launched in the Millar Hall on 12 
November 2019.  Reaction to the book has been extremely 
positive: 

“This timely book will help to preserve this heritage for 
centuries to come.” – Sir Malcolm Rifkind 

“This superb book shows what can be achieved when 
local pride and enthusiasm is combined with publishing 
skill and experience.  [It] is nothing short of a love letter 
to the village of Duddingston.  The book is packed with 
outstanding photographs.”  – from an online review on Undiscovered Scotland. 

The book has 96 pages and 180 photos.  Help the Society by buying direct from Treasurer Alasdair Gill, at 
a bargain price of £10 per copy while stocks last. 

If you can collect from 74 Duddingston Road West, please text 07710 425 160 to let Alasdair know you are 
coming.  Payment methods are cash or (contactless) credit/debit card.  If collection does not suit, you can 
buy via the DCS website www.duddingston.org.uk instead, but the Society benefits much more from 
direct sales.

On 4 October 2019, a delegation 
of Japanese accountants led by 
JACO visited the village to meet 
with representatives from DCS and 
the Field.  A previous delegation of 
lawyers had visited in 2014 when 
two oak trees were planted in the 
top corner of the Field – just left of 
the entrance to the woods, and 
marked by the post in the photo. 

Malcolm Windsor welcomed the 
group over tea at Leo Harding’s 
house.  Freda O’Byrne then led the 
group on a richly informative walk, 
which included an introduction to 
Dr Neils garden by Susan Mercer.  

The tour culminated with a 
productive meeting held in Freda’s 
home, attended also by the Rev Dr 
Jim Jack, Alasdair Gill and George 
Longman to discuss the 
challenges facing small charities.  

This was followed by a convivial 
game of skittles and a meal at the 
Sheep Heid.  Gifts were 
exchanged, including engraved 
wooden plaques created by 
Jonathan Messer and oil painting 
prints by Jamie Lemon.  The day 
encouraged mutual hope of future 
exchanges. 

Suzan Sanver

Duddingston: its story in 50 objects 

Japan Association of Charitable Organisations (JACO)
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A plan was hatched back in April 2019 to celebrate 60 
years of Duddingston Conservation Society with a huge 
summer party.  A group of 8 volunteers got to work to 
organise a fun day with a variety of activities to bring 
the community together, on 7th September. 

The support was overwhelming and the talent of the 
village undeniable.  The sun shone down on us and 
Alicia’s gorgeous voice and ukulele jukebox filled the air.  
Platefuls of lovingly handmade cakes were piled high on 
the tea and cake stall and queues for the raffle and 

tombola grew all day.  People got lost on the treasure 
hunt and got stuck into the BBQ, coconut shy, face 
painting, field photos and karaoke.  Mysterious Gypsy 
Rose Gaynor told our fortunes.  In all, we raised over 
£1100 for the Society. 

At one point, there were around 70 party-goers on 
the tennis court – a scene hard to imagine today.  
When this lockdown is over, we would love the village 
to gather again to celebrate our wonderful 
community.   The Party Planners 

The DCS 60th birthday party
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We were delighted to learn that Una Stubbs had 
moved into the village, happily just before the 
Coronavirus lockdown.  Her distinguished stage 
career began with her appearance in the chorus of 
the London Palladium at the tender age of 16.  She 
was known as the ‘Rowntree’s chocolate girl’ in the 
1950s. 

She played Sandy in the popular Cliff Richard film 
Summer Holiday (1963).  Later she played many 
roles, both leading and supporting, in a wide range 
of TV shows and theatre, and a number of films. 

Her TV acting work continued until very recently: 
she was Mrs Hudson in Sherlock (2010-2017) and 
played Mrs Haddock in The Durrells (2017).  Longer 
ago she played Aunt Sally in Worzel Gummidge 
(1979-81), Rita Rawlins in Till Death us do Part (52 
episodes, 1966-75). 

She relocated here from London after the sad death 
in December of her former husband Nicky Henson, 
the distinguished and versatile actor.  Our resident 

composer Christian Henson is one of two sons from 
that marriage, and the instigator of her move to 
Duddingston.  She is extremely welcome here. 

Our work in the Field has moved 
from development to 
maintenance – assisted by several 
visits from the Dirty Weekenders 
in 2019.   We focus on keeping 
paths and areas of grass clear and 
mowed, and improving/repairing 
built paths.   

Wildlife in the woodland has 
benefited from conservation piles 

of branches and cuttings.  The 
meadow flower patches are now 
full of diverse plants which we 
hope will spread throughout.  For 
example the cowslip, a cousin of 
the primrose, is flourishing.  Loss of 
habitat and use of herbicides have 
endangered this plant elsewhere. 

More trees have been grown and 
planted to fill in gaps, especially 
those created by ash trees killed by 
dieback.  Holyrood Park contract-
ors have started repairing our 
common boundary wall where a 
stream comes through from near 
Dunsapie Loch. 

More apple and plum trees have 
been planted, and the Apple Day in 
late September attracted many 
people to taste different varieties, 
and to make and drink fresh apple 
juice.  Thanks to all who organised it 
and to those who created the 
informative display about the Field 
which was used at the Apple Day 
and the DCS Party: see page 5. 

Nick Marshall 

Late news from the CLG 
The CLG has been awarded funding 
from the Scottish Mental Health Arts 
Festival  to create a Ring of 
Remembrance in an area above the 
Community Garden.  Residents and 
others will be asked to participate.  
See also Paddock Autumn 2012 p5: 
download it from the DCS website.

Welcome, Una Stubbs

The Field

© Gareth Cattermole/Getty Images

Cowslip
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Community Land Group  
The CLG has made many improvements over the last year.   
We repaired the walls to the pend with help from many 
people who learned to do lime-mortar pointing.  The wall 
of the pend and the byre gable have now been stabilised.  
With funding from Tesco, we transformed the pend's 
surface with gravel, a smooth slab pathway and a handrail.  
Access is now both easier and safer. 

As part of applying for planning permission, we had a 
Contaminated Land Survey carried out: none was found.  
Meanwhile an archaeological survey is ongoing.  Soon we 
will get the byre connected up to its own mains water and 
electricity supplies.  This will make events, as well as 
refurbishment, much easier. 

Until the lockdown intervened, a group from Tiphereth (a 
Camphill community at Juniper Green) were coming 
weekly on Tuesdays.  They did lots of work such as tidying 
the paddock, fixing the raised beds, cutting willows in the 
field and moving loads of compost. 

Sadly our marquee walls were vandalised twice, and we are 
having to reconsider its future.  But we hope that once 
lockdown ends, the land will host many more events. 

The Community Land Group 

Community Garden 
During the current lockdown, like the Field group, we have 
suspended regular workdays in the garden.  Work 
continues, but we are ensuring that members of only a 
single household are in the garden at any one time.  We are 
also disinfecting tools after use.  The walled garden has 
proved a haven for quite a few of us at a time when its 
serenity has been especially valuable.    

The garden never sleeps: spring is a busy time so 
there are lots of opportunities for exercise with a 
purpose!   There is now a board behind the garden 
shed door listing current tasks (and telephone 
number) should you want to play a part.   

Like many gardens, currently it is being especially 
well loved and tended, with a mass of planting 
going on.  Come by and have a look if you are 
exercising nearby, while keeping a safe distance. 

We all look forward to resuming our normal 
workdays as we miss the communal energy and 
sociability.  To be added to our email list, just email 
garden@duddingston.org.uk. 

Fi Taylor & Kathleen White 

Community Land and Garden

Below: The pend resurfaced                         Above: repointing the wall

mailto:garden@duddingston.org.u
mailto:garden@duddingston.org.u
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In response to the Coronavirus 
pandemic, local volunteers met in 
mid-March and formed a 
Duddingston Conservation Area 
Covid Neighbour Support Group.  
The group’s website is at 
www.duddcovid.org.uk. 

This provides a wide range of links, 
with authoritative advice on 
physical and mental health and 
risks, business support, how to get 
practical help and how to 
volunteer.  There are useful 
sections of myth busters and 
home delivery services. 

The website explains the local 
face-shield production that Freda 
O’Byrne set up with son Euan 
using a 3-D printer in Old Church 

Lane.  The project received 
strong support and many 
donations from the village via 
the WhatsApp group.   

The first batch of face-shields 
was delivered on 3 April.  
Considering the careful 
checking of design, materials 
and storage hygiene that were 
completed first, this was 
remarkably fast.  The photo 
shows GP Kirsty Woolley using 
one of the 3-D printed face-
shields in her Gracemount 
surgery.  Kirsty lives on the 
Causeway and her input to 
this project has been very 
valuable. 

Duddingston’s response to Coronavirus

Kirsty Woolley smiling under a 
Duddingston face-shield

New life from a felled lime tree
The lovely old lime tree on 
Cavalry Park Drive had to be 
felled a couple of years ago.  
Since then, it has become the 
focus of a garden feature into 
which residents have breathed 
new life.   

I walked past it every day and 
saw the area around the old 
stump coming to colourful life, 
planted with flowers and small 
shrubs.  Some daffodils began to 
flower behind it.  This former scar 
began to take on a life of its own.  

Then I saw with fresh surprise the 
poems that began to appear on 
stalks in the garden as if they had 
seeded there.  In fact, they have 
been written by residents of the 
North Courtyard.  

The poems are touching and 
funny.  Martin Goldie, one of our 
Trustees, started this process.  In 
his own poem he writes: 
The old-lime gap in the Cavalry 
Park landscape is filled with 
gratitude.  

And so it is – gratitude to the 
NHS and carers, and to the old 
lime tree which left us that gap. 
Now there is time in our lives to 
fill it. 

The garden also features a 
symbol of hope – the infant 
sweet chestnut sapling that 
stands at the back of the feature.  
It was gathered as seed by 
Andrew Allan, planted and 
nurtured.  

It is offspring of the 200-year old 
sweet chestnut (Castanea sativa) 
that still stands in Cavalry Park.  It 
may be the oldest of its kind in 
Scotland.  It has been attacked 
and damaged by arsonists, so its 
offspring is doubly precious.: 

A sweet, sweet chestnut sapling 
rises, raising hopes the ancient 
lineage will be preserved. 

Read the poems online at  
bit.ly/poemsCP. 

Malcolm Windsor

Above: tree stump at upper left 

Below: the sweet chestnut sapling  


