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Dear Member 

I last wrote to 
you in May 
when we were 
still in lockdown 
and we had to 
postpone our 
AGM. At that 
time, we did not 
know how 
things would 
evolve. But, so 
far as I can tell, 

our community 
has come through this practically unscathed.  

Some found it very pleasant, more time with 
family, long walks, money saved, work from home 
or furloughed. Some found it difficult, more time 
with family(!) or isolation, loneliness, loss of 
income.  

In my own case having lost my wife Sally who 
many of you knew I faced months of solitary 
confinement but the fates smiled on me and I met 
a new lady just before lockdown and we took the 
risk to ride it out together here. It worked, we are 
still together (although there is a complication, she 
lives in Paris and I in Duddingston).  

Which brings me to the fact that I have been your 
Chairman for more years than I care to remember, 
it must be two decades. It has been an honour and 
pleasure for me to serve. But in any organisation, 
there is a time for renewal and, although re-
elected last year, I believe that it is time for change 
and so I will resign at the next AGM so we will 
need to elect a Chair for our Society. .  

I am heartened that there are new members 
willing and eager to stand and I urge anyone else 
who would like to work for the conservation of our 
area to consider standing as a Trustee when we 
hold elections at the AGM. 

This Paddock has been edited by a group of your 
Trustees, Martin, Freda, Christine, Tim and Nick 
who I would like to thank.  They take up the pen 
from Jetta Megarry who had been editor for five 
years. I’d like to thank Jetta for doing such a good 
job. 

As my last message as Chair I was asked to look 
back at what our Society has achieved. Our 
founders were interesting characters, Sir Compton 
Mackenzie was one. He is best known for two 
comic novels “Whisky Galore” set in the Hebrides, 
and “The Monarch of the Glen” set in 
the Highlands. Nicholas Fairbairn my predecessor 
long ago in this post was an eccentric or worse 
who played several roles in life and often dressed 
in strange clothes.  

But if we take a long look back at the archives from 
1959, over sixty years ago when we were founded, 
the objectives of the new Society were clearly 
stated then as: 
1 To restore Bonnie Prince Charlie’s house 
2 To restore John Thomson’s tower 
3 To restore the interior of the C12th Kirk 
4 To save Duddingston House 
5 To restore proper lights and pavements in 
Duddingston Village 
6 To plant trees and flowering shrubs 
7 To provide local amenities 

All these have been achieved, not all by the 
Society of course, but the existence of our Society, 
the public pressure and support had an impact. Dr 
Neils’ Gardens, Duddingston House, Thomson’s 
Tower and the Kirk are shining examples of what 
was done.   

As for the last one, providing local amenities,  a few 
years ago after the arbitrary  decision by the 
National Trust to confiscate the legacy left to us by 
Miss McNiven, we fought back and bought the 
Community Land in the heart of Duddingston 
Village from them by public subscription with no 
help from any other source.  
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This purchase firstly stopped it being developed 
and secondly provides recreation for residents 
and others, a place for get-togethers, barbecues, 
wedding parties, a place for leisure and fun. I am 
particularly proud to have led that appeal, with 
great support from Sandy Richardson, so that we 
managed to raise a substantial sum to buy that 
land.  

We are ahead of other communities in providing 
such a facility promoting good health and well-
being. The Community Land is a major asset that 
will be there in perpetuity for our descendants.  

On the other hand, we have failed to prevent a 
few undesirable developments, and we have now 
strengthened our Planning Group so as to be 
more robust in monitoring planning applications 
and commenting or objecting where 
appropriate.  Of course, we have no powers to 
prevent development, but we can have a real 
influence when we speak with one voice and 
involve our Councillors.  

We also succeeded, against huge hostility  
from motorists, in getting Holyrood Park closed to 
through traffic on Sundays. They have now 
extended this to Saturdays.  

More recently we have published a book, 
“Duddingston; its story in 50 objects”, a project 
initiated here and made possible using local skills, 
a unique book which will always remind us of 
what treasures we have here and help us to 
promote and protect them.  

Then, breaking news, one of our members has 
purchased a large painting by John Thomson, the 
most famous past Minister of Duddingston Kirk. 
He wishes it to find a permanent home here and, 
thanks to more local support and fund-raising, we 
are well on the way to bringing it home, restoring 
it and hanging it in the Kirk. More about that 
elsewhere in this edition. 

 I am very pleased too that we have obtained 
more participation from the wider part of the 
Duddingston Conservation Area at Cavalry Park 
Drive and Duddingston House, bringing a 
diversity of skills which we may need in the years 
ahead. I am heartened by the work initiated from 
that part of our conservation area to conserve 
important trees and even to make a lovely poetry 
garden in lockdown. 

But importantly, the Society has engendered a 
good community spirit and fostered friendships 
in this unique conservation area in the middle of 
a big city and yet distinct from it. I warmly thank 
the Secretary, Nick Marshall , the Treasurer, 
Alasdair Gill, the Trustees and the membership for 
your support during the last decades and I wish 
the new body of Trustees every success in the 
continued quest to protect our beautiful and 
unique conservation area from damage. I very 
much hope that you will join us at the Annual 
General Meeting, by Zoom, on December 8th. 

Best wishes,  
Malcolm Windsor .

Please join us for our AGM on Tuesday 8th December at 8pm by Zoom.  
In order to attend, you’ll need to register by emailing secretary@duddingston.org.uk, and you’ll be sent a 

link by email. There will be vacancies for Trustees as well as for the Chair and elections will be held as 

usual. Nominations for both Trustees and the Chair (including a short introductory statement) should be 

in by Thursday 3rd December.  

For any queries about the AGM, the procedure for nominations, DCS membership and for nominations 

themselves, please email: secretary@duddingston.org.uk 

The annual accounts and minutes of the last AGM will be emailed to members, and are available as hard 

copy on request.

DUDDINGSTON  CONSERVATION SOCIETY   
Annual General Meeting

mailto:secretary@duddingston.org.uk
mailto:secretary@duddingston.org.uk
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Community Land Group
The CLG has had to suspend all work and 
development due to Covid 19 as it has been 
unable to  meet in person nor to organise and run 
the twice monthly volunteer workdays. 

In its response to the unfolding pandemic 
demands, the CLG has continued to work in 
partnership with the vastly increased number of 
volunteers who have sought out the distraction  
and health and well being benefits of working on 
the land during and beyond lock down.  

We have  had volunteers attending who were 
using the land as a space to aid their mental 
health, to combat  isolation, to aid post covid 
recovery and some who were still anxious and 
keen to maintain a form  of self isolation for 
themselves.  

The garden coorodinators, Fi Taylor and Kathleen 
White have worked with garden volunteers and  
the CLG to ensure robust social distancing and 
hygiene protocols were in place and, as a result, a  
great deal of work has been done.  

Unfortunately, casualties of the Covid restrictions 
were our  highly popular Apple Day Celebration, 
Village Party and Bonfire Night events. These 

decisions to cancel the events were not taken 
lightly. Our apple harvest was laid out daily for 
passers by to take away.  

In terms of land management the first objectives 
were to maintain safe access for visitors and to 
ensure that the condition of the spaces did not 
deteriorate. Later objectives were to develop the 
amenity by extending paths and laying new grass 
in the Paddock, putting in flagstone surfacing 
along the vegetable garden paths and building 
raised beds. In the tennis court the  tables and 
benches have been stripped, sanded and oiled - all 
this achieved by our volunteers.  

There has been an increase in the amount of 
vegetables grown, harvested, sold and delivered 
to  households in the area and one of our 
volunteers has piloted a very successful flower 
selling  project in the Paddock to augment the 
popular plant sales that already occur.  

The success of this  endeavour means that we will 
be extending the beds in the Paddock to grow 
more flowers next  year. It has been a highly 
successful summer and autumn despite these 
difficult times. 

We've had to tighten 
up the rules for 
people using the 
tennis court for 
events, in the light of  
experience and 
comments from 
users and 
neighbours. 

First, the good news. 
You (residents, DCS 
members and 
volunteers) are, as 

always, welcome to  have informal small group 
picnics and barbecues for up to about a dozen 
people as long as you  don’t require exclusive use 
and don't mind people wandering through the 
tennis court on their  way to the veg garden.  

Please finish before 10pm, clear up after 
yourselves and don't disturb  neighbours with 
loud noise. There's no need to book, but it's 
important to let us know via 

(CLG@duddingston.org.uk) in case someone has 
already formally booked the land for that date  
and time. 

For larger parties, when government regulations 
allow, you’ll need to book (at least 3 months in  
advance), follow the rules (available from the DCS 
website and from CLG@duddingston.org.uk)  and 
usually pay a fee. 

Vehicles can't go up the pend and only small 
tents, gazebos etc can be put up. Events can’t 
have  more than 100 people and have to be over 
by midnight, with minimal noise after 11pm.  

There are  simple forms to be filled in, for 
insurance and other purposes. 

All work on the community land is done by 
volunteers so please don’t expect immediate 
replies or  for everything to be done to fit in with 
your plans. You should always bear in mind 
current Covid  advice and regulations in force at 
anytime that you are on the community land. 

Using the Community Land for Events
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The Rev John Thomson, 'the painting minister', 
is Duddingston’s most famous son.  An 
important figure of the Enlightenment, from 
1805 to 1840 he combined his ministry at 
Duddingston Kirk with his prolific output as a 
landscape painter.  He was highly rated by J M 
W Turner and a close friend of Walter Scott – 
with whom he travelled extensively.   He is still 
regarded as a master of Scottish landscapes, but 
none of his artistic legacy is on public view in 
Duddingston.   
In October 2020, Tony Cavar, a DCS member, 
spotted online a huge Thomson oil painting at a 
Bonhams auction – the canvas alone measures 8 
ft by 5 ft.  His generous goal was to hang a 
Thomson painting somewhere that residents and 
visitors could enjoy it.  Did we think he should bid 
for it?  We rushed off to view the painting, which 
looked gloomy with lots of surface dirt and 
discoloured varnish..  We persuaded three oil 
painting restorers to visit it, and all were confident 
of a good result. 

It shows the romantic ruins of Morton Castle, 
Thornhill, Dumfriesshire – "one of Scotland’s most 

enigmatic castles ... in a location as breathtaking 
as it is remote".   The painting came from 
Taymouth Castle where it had hung since the 
Second Marquis of Breadalbane bought it at an 
exhibition at the Royal Scottish Academy in 1839.  
It is one of Thomson's latest and largest works; he 
died the following year, aged only 62. 

Emboldened by the restorers, we saw this as an 
exceptional opportunity and encouraged Tony to 
bid.  After a nail-biting online auction, Tony won 
against the competition, and we agreed to 
fundraise for its restoration and to find it a 
suitable home.  With Tony based in Australia until 
next spring, there was an obvious need for us to 
do all the legwork and logistics. 

The Rev Dr Jim Jack was keen to offer the painting 
a long-term home in Duddingston Kirk.   We 
estimated that restoration, transport and framing 
would cost about £5000, so our first move was to 
seek fund-raising advice from Sandy Richardson.  
Thanks to generous support from a dozen 
individuals, we are already well on our way, but 
keen to hear from anybody who wants to help. 

Bringing John Thomson's painting home 
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The canvas had to be removed from its frame before 
it would fit the van that was waiting to take it to the 
restorer's studio.  This left the massive frame almost 
blocking Bonhams' doorway.  It took a Shore Porters 
lorry to collect it and and a kindly neighbour's 
garage to store it.   

Precise measurements of the Kirk and of the frame 
soon proved that the canvas would have to be 
reframed before it could be hung in the church.  The 
main reason is that the frame is much too large to fit 
through any Kirk door, and too fragile to be taken 
apart and reassembled.   A subtler reason is that it is 
too tall too be hung on the east wall without 
intruding upon the evocative Ascension stained 
glass window, and no other wall is suitable. 

The two photos opposite show the transformation 
that our restorer has recently achieved on another, 
much smaller landscape by Thomson. 

We are on course to take delivery of both restored 
canvas and reproduction frame some time over the 
next month, and the painting will be installed in the 
Kirk very soon afterwards.  

Grateful thanks are due to: Tony Cavar for his bold 
and generous bid; the residents who have already 
donated; and to Alasdair Gill who has been 
unfailingly supportive in managing the donations 
and payments.  If you’d like to know more, please 
contact any of us, 

Malcolm Windsor, Jacquetta Megarry, Keir Bloomer

Top: Unloading the frame  in Old Church Lane 

Middle: “A Highland scene” by  John Thomson - unrestored 

Lower: “A Highland scene” by John Thomson - restored 

Below: Morton Castle, Thornhill © Ronald Turnbull  

All other photos © Jacquetta Megarry 
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An old Friend is Lost and Cavalry Park Friends 
Group is Born 
Too often we don’t realise how much we value 
something until it’s lost.  The felling of a landmark 
heritage tree on the hill at Cavalry Park is 
unfortunately such a case.  Regular users of the 
park were aware that the demise of the tree had 
been a gradual process. They had watched in 
powerless disgust as an annual school jotter firing 
ceremony accelerated during lockdown to 
become an almost weekly tree-fire.  But for others 
it was a sudden gap in a familiar horizon, that 
alerted when the inevitable happened and this 
260 year old beech had, finally, to be taken down 
for safety reasons. 

I was one of the many who had been badgering 
the Council for solutions for some time.  So rather 
than the sudden shock to my expected horizon, I 
instead had to watch the inevitable, slowly unfold 
amidst flurry after flurry of ineffectual emails.  
What I didn’t realise until the tree finally came 
down was the strength of feeling amongst the 
wider community about this issue.  This was both 
gratifying and alarming.  Whilst a comfort to know 
that many do value these trees and want to do 
more to protect them, in the whirl of outraged 
emails and conversations, it was also becoming 
starkly clearer that despite all this protective 
feeling, little could or was being done to prevent 
the fires now starting at the bases of the 
remaining heritage trees ending in the same tragic 
result.  

It is in the face of this Council of Doom that a new 
group has been created to champion these trees 
and the Park generally.  The newly formed Cavalry 
Park Friends group seeks to give locals and park 
users a vehicle and some direct say, in how their 
park is managed.  The group is registered with and 
recognised by Edinburgh Council.  It is now a 

formal consultation partner for any changes the 
Council considers for the Park.  Since its inception 
a few months ago the group has been actively 
fundraising and taking steps to prevent further 
tree vandalism.  In a few days £655 was gathered 
to fund underplanting around the heritage trees at 
most risk. It is hoped that the plants arranged 
around tree bases will make them less attractive 
targets for fires.  This work is already underway.  
Hollies, wild rose, bramble and blackthorn saplings 
are being gradually ferried down from the 
Duddingston Field tree nursery to surround 
Cavalry Park heritage trees.  Perhaps by next 
summer these will have become established and 
will start to afford some protection. 
Another idea the Friends group have been 
developing concerns proposals for more signage 
around the park that will hopefully educate about 
the value of these natural assets.  The idea is to 
issue an artist’s commission, calling on the talents 
of local creatives for using the downed tree and 
stump as mediums for delivering educational info.  
It is hoped this could involve the local school to 
produce a temporary installation educating users 
on a range of topics from the history of the park to 
the ecological and environmental benefits mature 
trees provide.  Ideally this would become a regular 
annual event implemented by each new yearly 
school intake. 

Local Politicians and council officers have been 
supportive and the Friends group now hope for a 
positive introduction to Holyrood school 
management so that the idea can perhaps be 
progressed further in the New Year.   

The Park Friends group has been formed with four 
broad aims: 
• To preserve Cavalry Park as a public green 

space 
• To improve the amenity of the Park for users 
• To increase biodiversity  in the park 
• To increase the environmental benefits the 

park provides 

As well as helping the heritage trees, in the next 
few months it also aims to organise park litter pick-
ups, clear dumped materials from the Figgate 
Burn, plant trees and other insect supporting  
plants and improve park paths.  If all goes well the 
Group aims to grow into a fully fledged charity 
which might then take advantage of grant 
funding. 

Cavalry Park Friends Group
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This group may not be successful in preventing 
the loss of more heritage trees.  Unfortunately 
more painful gaps in our horizons may yet 
appear. However this group can ensure that 
whatever is lost is replaced.  It can be a vehicle for 
ensuring the net benefits the Park provides users 
each year are increased.  We do not have to 
accept year on year losses to these natural assets.  
With community help we can instead grow them. 
And with these thoughts in mind I urge Society 
members to support the Park’s new Friends 
Group.  

If you would like to help fund the group’s 
activities you can make a donation at this just 
giving site: 
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/save-
cavalry-park-trees 

If you would like to get more directly involved 
please contact me: 

martin.goldie@hotmail.co.uk  

Mature trees removed from woodland near 
Cavalry Park North Courtyard 
An application to remove a heritage Lime tree 
was approved last year on the basis that fungal 
infection had rendered it a danger to nearby 
buildings.  It was a condition of this permission 
that the single tree removed would be replaced. 
Whilst initially relieved that a potentially 
dangerous tree was being dealt with, some 
society members at Cavalry Park North Courtyard 
were concerned that more trees had been 
removed than the land owners at the 
Duddingston House old courtyard had planning 
permission to take down.  The Society Trustees 
were asked to look into this and received an 
assurance that two replacement trees would be 
planted by October 2020.  This remains 
outstanding and the Society is monitoring the 
situation.  

New Road Proposal 
A route for a new road has been surveyed 
recently by Duddingston House Properties.  The 
proposed road follows the route of the existing 
pedestrian Right of way from the golf course road 
to the Cavalry Park Drive dog leg corner. The road 
is proposed as an alternative access for residents 
of Duddingston house and the nearby Old 
Courtyard.  Members of the Society in the Cavalry 
Park North Courtyard are concerned about the 
impact this proposal would have on the existing 

green corridor and local  amenity.  Members in 
the area have therefore asked Society Trustees for 
support in challenging any such development.  

Golf Course Development 
Duddingston Golf course asked the Society to 
consider looking favourably on a proposal to 
build 29 terraced houses in an area north of the 
innocent railway path. The Trustees discussed the 
proposal and whilst keen to aid the Club’s long 
term prospects,  decided it was not appropriate 
for a Conservation society to support this.  Some 
Trustees have instead suggested alternative fund 
raising measures for the Golf Club to consider 
which allow land to be retained as green space.  

Edinburgh 2030 Local Plan 
Consultation now reaches a key phase as private 
submissions by Developers are considered. It is 
expected that suggestions are being made to 
take pieces of the conservation area out of the 
green belt, to instead be used for residential 
purposes.  Golf course land and Cavalry Park are 
expected to be targets of such proposals.  As has 
been reported in previous Paddocks the Planning 
Committee of the Society have already submitted 
feedback to the Local plan Consultation advising 
against this kind of development.  We are hopeful 
that our input will have been heard and will be 
listened to.  We should hear how successful we 
have been in the months ahead….  

Planning matters involving the Society
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Lockdown was not an easy time 
in so many ways, but the 
garden loved it. In fact, so many 
people  came by, enthused 
about "doing some gardening” 
with us at one point we had to 
say no to more  volunteers.  

Kathleen was almost full time 
showing visitors round but we 
now have a really strong group 
of volunteers - more always 
welcome as coming to the 
garden varies from every day to 
once every year or so. We enjoy 
all your input and energy.   

From 2 of our volunteers - Silvia 
and Sharon: 

“Volunteering at Duddingston 
Community Garden is one of 
the most beautiful things I have 
done in  my life. I started 
weeding, pruning gooseberry 
bushes and preparing the soil 
for planting potatoes. I  ended 
up with my own little project: 
taking care of a new flower bed 
and making flower  
arrangements that we sell every 
Sunday in the upper garden.  

I am still very keen to do any 
other jobs in the garden, trying 
to learn as much as possible. I 
really enjoy all the interesting 
things that the other volunteers 
have to tell me about 
gardening. I love to spend time 
with my hands amongst the 
flowers, spotting little toads 
that jump in the flower bed.  

I think the Community Garden 
is a unique and wonderful 
place, as well as the people that 
have been taking care of it for 
years."  
"I was so lucky getting a 
volunteering position at 
Duddingston during lockdown, 

it's a wonderful  place to spend 
time, everyone is so friendly 
and welcoming, and generous 
with their time and  knowledge. 
I started off with fencing the 
blackcurrant bushes and since 
then I've had a mixed variety  of 
jobs from planting seeds, 
installing a stone border, 
through to weeding, all hugely 
enjoyable and  rewarding!"  

We almost ran out of ground 
with both green houses extra 
productive this year, kept 
running out of  compost, but 
are winning the weed and bug 
war despite being totally 
organic.  

The early warmth then wet has 
made the garden look like it's 
on steroids. Kathleen and 
Richard quietly keep us straight  
about what to plant when in 
this climate and how to tend 
the results. So it's been busy+ 
but we have  several structural 
projects to do next as we have 
less lockdown visitors.  

The field and paddock and to  a 
lesser extent the garden have 
been well and truly ‘discovered’. 
So many people living nearby 
had no idea we existed till 
forced to stay local - it’s no 
longer quiet but is also an 
exciting development.    

Kathleen White and Fi Taylor 

The Vegetable Garden
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The Field

Covid has prevented a lot from happening this 
year. We have cancelled all work days up to the 
present and  are not sure when we can restart 
them. This hasn't prevented individuals working 
alone from doing a lot of  maintenance work. 

Paths have been cleared of brambles and mowed, 
the orchard has been looked after, albeit less 
intensively than usual, and the tree nursery has 
been weeded and expanded. The meadow has 
been mowed and people have raked up the cut 
grass and created piles of it for habitat and for use 
in the garden. Apple Day had unfortunately to be 
cancelled but the apples have been made 
available for people to help themselves in the 
paddock. We've been heartened by the resilience 
of the Field to very light touch maintenance this 
 year, and also to a vast increase in visitors. The 
increase in the number of people using the Field 
for exercise during lockdown and afterwards has 
really made us feel that all of the work has been 
worthwhile. 

Many neighbours have been aware of, and on 
occasion felt threatened by, the recent outbreak 
of anti-social  behaviour, centred around the Field 
and the bus-stop, but also along Cavalry Park 
Drive and on the Playing  Fields. Cavalry Park 
residents' efforts are described elsewhere but the 
issues in the village seem to have  had a positive 
outcome. Residents used WhatsApp to alert each 

other to groups of youths damaging property 
 and setting fires. Each incident was reported to 
the police (using 101) and we also informed 
Historic Scotland, the school and council social 
services. They identified the troublemakers and 
the police gave them verbal warnings. Hopefully 
those involved will learn the error of their ways 
and look forward to a more positive future. 

Anti-social behaviour

Moving On 
We say fond farewells to Susan Mercer, who lived 
here with Roger and her family for thirty years. 
She has only moved a few streets away and so we 
hope will be back to visit.  Also to Alicia and Tom, 
who are leaving The Causeway to live in West 
Linton.  Both farewell and congratulations to Tom 
and Maria from The Causeway, who have just got 
married and have just moved to the other side of 
the Park.  We'll no doubt see them busy in the 
community garden as usual. 

Arrivals 
Welcome the newest baby in the village - Aliza, 
daughter of Kirsty Woolley and Richard 
MacGregor. Chloe, the manager of the Sheep 
Heid, is off on maternity leave following the birth 
of her daughter Edith Lucy. 

Cavalry Park Drive welcomes two new additions 
to the Whyte and McMurdo families - 
Congratulations on the arrivals of Daniel Whyte 
and Dugald McMurdo! 

Moving in: 
Emma and Tom Fitzgerald 
"After 3.5 long years renovating our cottage at 
number 50 The Causeway, we are finally able to 
call Duddingston our home. Thanks so much to 
all of you who’ve kept us fed, watered and our 
morale boosted along the way. We are delighted 
to finally be your neighbours.” 

Welcome also to Andy and Christina at No 60 The 
Causeway, and to Michael Drew who has moved 
into 21a The Causeway from Willowbrae. 

Comings and Goings 
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Iain Jackson

When Iain died in April the 
village lost an incredibly valued 
member of the community, 
and many of us lost a  good 
friend. In easier times we would 
have been able to reach out to 
Freda and Euan, but Lockdown 
presented  difficulties we 
hadn’t encountered before. 
However, despite being 
prevented from attending his 
funeral the  Village turned out 

in numbers, lining the 
Causeway to say our farewells 
as the hearse slowly processed 
down  the street to the strains 
of Miles Davis; one of the most 
moving send-offs I have 
experienced.   
Iain, Freda and Euan came to 
the Village in 2000. For many of 
us he was the intrepid explorer, 
the Jazz  aficionado, the go-to 
man for planning advice, the 

polymath with all the answers 
at the Pub Quiz and more.  But 
all these were just aspects of a 
fuller and deeper character. 
Iain’s professional life was 
spent as a Town Planner; a 
perfect outlet for his analytical 
and ideological qualities. 
Following early retirement he 
applied the  same 
organisational skills to his other 
major enthusiasm; travel, 
which he approached with the 
same rigour and  insatiable 
curiosity.   
All these attributes were worn 
incredibly lightly; despite the 
wealth of experiences and 
insight he had to offer he  was 
never someone to push this 
forward. His anecdotes 
emerged unobtrusively and his 
insights were only ever  offered 
for others’ benefit, never for 
self aggrandisement. Iain’s 
gentle wit and humane 
presence will be greatly 
missed.  

Tim Chalk

Many people will have seen 
Peter mowing the Field and 
tennis court with his green 

tractor-mower. He first came to 
the village as a gardener for 
Myra, and was soon keeping 

up the gardens of several 
people in the village. He got 
involved with the Field early on 
and his mowing (using a 
tractor he bought especially for 
this) was extremely important 
in making the Field attractive 
and usable by  visitors. He had 
an interesting life, starting 
work on his father's farm and 
working for Marshalls Chicken 
Farms from tractor driver up to 
manager. He was always ready 
to help with any job or 
anything that needed fixing or 
to chat about his life or 
growing vegetables or rearing 
chickens. He died in April aged 
83 and will be fondly 
remembered. 

Peter McIsaac
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Well - the winter is coming in.  
Dr Neil’s is knee deep in leaves despite the best 
efforts of the ever willing Volunteer  Group. With 
any luck the usual 3 months worth of leaf raking 
will be over soon. As I  write it’s blowing a hooley 
in the garden....  

Best news is that Dr Neil’s had a fund raising 
success with the Awards for All,  Community 
Grant. We raised £7400 to build a new secure tool 
store and convert  the current tool store/
workshop into a ‘Volunteer Hub’- that allows 
covid safe  shelter during the winter. We will also 
have a microwave, fridge and kettle. We also  have 
budgeted for lots of decking around the 

greenhouse and sheds to give much  needed safe 
access for the volunteers. At the moment the 
ground is uneven and  muddy underfoot during 
the long winter months.  

The bad news is; on bonfire night thieves broke 
into the workshop and tool store  and stole ALL 
the garden power tools. Lawnmower, strimmer, 
hedge cutter, chainsaw and leaf blower. It’s been 
6 years since the last big break in. Some  people 
think we have done well that it is so long. I am 
heartbroken at the  heartlessness of it, when it is 
SO obvious in the workshop that this is a much 
 valued community facility.  
Happy Autumn.  Claudia x 

Autumn at Dr Neils

A letter from Jim Jack
The optometrist’s term ‘20/20 vision’ is all about 
having perfect vision. But for the whole of human 
kind 2020 has been far from being perfect! I keep 
thinking that any moment now the long weekend 
will end and we will be back to normal. But 
perhaps going back is not the best idea and 
perhaps we should be more looking forward. 

At Duddingston Kirk we have postponed much of 
our normal activity during lockdown. I found  
going into lockdown very easy as we simply 
switched off the lights and locked the door 
(Although we did forget to empty the water in the 
dishwashers!) 

During lock down we have managed to broadcast 
on the internet twice each week (Sundays and  
Wednesdays). And whilst the Beatles' Eleanor 
Rigby lyrics came to mind about Father McKenzie  
preparing sermons that no one will hear, the 
opposite has happened. We now have between 
300  and 400 regulars tuning in – more than came 
to church! One of our elderly ladies is not online 
but  her neighbour knocks on the window each 
week and leaves an I-pad set up for her to tune 
into the church service at the open window, 
sitting with a cup of tea. 

For ten weeks we rang the church bell every 
Thursday evening to acknowledge the work of 
the  NHS and join with those on our doorsteps. 
But during this time it has been lonely and 
difficult for  many, particularly the bereaved. With 
initially 10 but now 20 being allowed to funeral 
services this has been hard. But from this has 
come some of the most moving times of my 
ministry. To see whole communities line streets in 

silent respect, as the hearse and family passed by, 
has been very moving. 

If shutting down was easy then opening up has 
been the opposite. The Scottish Government has 
tight regulations for places of worship and their 
associated halls. At Duddingston we have  
managed to open the church for private prayer 
on Wednesday mornings 10-11am; open Dr Neil’s  
Garden Tues/Thurs/Fri 10am-2pm and open the 
church hall only to those organisations that are 
regulated by the Care Commission. This has been 
a tedious and slow process. 

The Christian faith is about looking forward not 
back. We look forward with hope: hope of finding 
a  vaccine for COVID-19; hope of emerging from 
this pandemic better people; hope of learning 
that we are not invincible and living more with 
respect for our neighbour. This is not just good 
manners but it is about creating a just and loving 
society for everyone.   

Rev Dr Jim Jack.
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A huge thank you to Duddingston Golf Course for 
opening up for walkers 
during lockdown. Like 
the community land and 
the Field, it was a lifeline 
for people needing to 
get out for exercise and 
a change of scene.  Very 
many local residents, as 
well as those from 
further afield, 
appreciated the 
opportunity to enjoy the 
beautiful scenery and 
wide green views. 

www.duddingstongolfclub.co.uk

Duddingston Golf Course

The Park remains open year round. However, 
the Radical Road footpath is currently closed and 
the High Road is closed to vehicles daily, with a one-
way system in place for cyclists. Dunsapie Loch Car 
Park is also currently closed.  

At weekends, all roads are closed to vehicles by 
8.45am, re-opening from from 3pm in winter and 
from 5pm in summer. 

Check here for unexpected closures:  
https://www.historicenvironment.scot/visit-a-place/
check for-closures/

Holyrood Park

Sheep Heid
The Sheep Heid is still open!  As you’ll be aware, the 
rules on hospitality venues change periodically, but 
at the moment the Sheep Heid serves food and 
soft drinks between midday and 6pm.  With fewer 
tables (for social distancing), you should book  for 
drinks as well as food to guarantee a space.  We are 
dog friendly throughout the entire pub, making us 
the perfect stop on your next walk. To book your 
table please follow the link below   
https://bit.ly/3g0rl12 

Sebastian Geller caught this snap of Dunsapie 
Loch's most sought after new arrival. The otter, who 
took up residence in the loch earlier this year, is 
often spotted entertaining small crowds while 
fishing.

A Walk on the Wild Side

Bizze Lizzie
Our local snack shop. 
Open from 6am until 3pm Monday to Friday.  
The shop sells homemade soup and pies, breakfast  
and filled  rolls. Also a selection of drinks.  
Bizzie Lizzie has been here for 17 years - truly a 
village institution! 

Naomi Garriock who 
painted our 
beautiful hen in the 
Paddock, says: “I’ve 
always loved 
drawing birds and 
especially chickens, 
they are full of such 
interesting shapes. I 
am  currently doing 
a two year full time 
MFA at Glasgow 
School of Art”.

Chive Talking
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